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			Prior to 1865, America had a Civil War. It was a long and hard fought war and neither side was sure of who the victor would be but the Union eventually pulled through. After going through an ordeal such as that war, America would never be the same again. 
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			Once again finding the time travel device, William, now 16 and more knowledgeable of America's past, decides to travel to 1898 to see what the nation was like after the Civil War. 
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			William lands next to a house in the country and walks over to it to ask the people there what America had been through.
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			A family of three lived there: a woman named Elizabeth, her husband, John, and their son, Zachary. They weren't really sure about William at first, but eventually warmed up to him and decided to go ahead and tell him what he wanted to know. 
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			First, John spoke of advances in technology through an Industrial Revolution. He had worked at one of the very first electricity companies after having worked at a steam engine company for most of his life. 
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			One of the most important advances in technology was the invention of the telephone by Alexander Graham Bell. The telephone allowed people to talk over longer distances instantly, allowing for faster trade and creating more jobs for women as telephone operators (such as Elizabeth).
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			However, this Second Industrial Revolution changed America more than just socially. While the First Industrial Revolution saw steam-powered machines replace manual labor, the second one saw electricity replace steam as the main power source in industry, just as John had seen through his years of work. 
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			Next, John spoke of the transportation industry. Railroads  had become a large industry and there were more railroads being placed throughout the whole United States to account for the growth. There was finally a Transcontinental Railroad.
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			This railroad industry needed huge amounts of land to establish their railroads and resources to do so. In 1862, the federal government could actually give land to the railroad companies and let the companies take all the timber, water, and minerals they wanted. The environment would forever be altered, but eventually there would be steps taken to help protect the Earth through Teddy Roosevelt. 
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			The rise of new technology and industry led to the creation of huge corporations. This Industrial capitalism helped men like Andrew Carnegie (steel company), John D. Rockefeller (Standard Oil Company), Cornelius Vanderbilt (railroads), and many others to rise to economic power during this time period. 
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			However, with more money comes more corruption. Anyone that had enough money could run the government and do whatever they wanted to their employees. 
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			Once Teddy Roosevelt was elected President in 1904, he saw it as his mission to take down these monopolies to help out the poorer people. The poor people were already trying to help themselves out by forming labor unions to try and receive better work hours and pay. They eventually would get what they wanted, revolutionizing the future of workers. 
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			Workers weren't the only ones trying to improve their way of living though. Women were also trying to improve their way of live by shoving into the voting system. Elizabeth was a part of the National Women Suffrage Association (formed in 1869 by Susan B. Anthony) and spoke out to gain the right to vote. It was as early as that year that Wyoming actually gave women the right to vote way before other states. 
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			Although women everywhere in America wouldn't officially be given the right to vote until 1920, the way was paved for that to pass during the Gilded Age. 
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			Finally, Zachary spoke of the changes that occurred because of the now urban America. Many people searching for jobs migrated away from the country side to the big cities in hopes of making money and living the rest of their lives happily. Before the labor union reforms, those people faced hard labor, long working hours, little pay, and no help if they were injured on the job. 

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Not only were Americans moving to big cities, but many people from other countries came to America wanting the same things. These immigrants were discriminated against depending on where they came from. For example, in 1882 Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act because American people blamed the Chinese for stealing their jobs. 
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			Due to all the immigration, America now had a mix of very different cultures. Immigrants also helped facilitate America's Industrial Revolution by coming to work
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			After thanking them for all the information, William was ready to return home. Going back into the time machine, William ended his second trip into the past. 
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