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A Teachers Daydream: 
The Gilded Age

By Ashley Barnes
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In a town called Melton there was a school named Melton High School. At this school there was an 11th grade Advanced Placement United States History teacher. Her name was Mrs. Gretchen Powers. 
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A bell rang signifying the end of Mrs.Powers last class of the day. It was now her grading period and she had a lot of tests to grade. Mrs. Powers was soon very upset. She had just spent weeks preparing her students for the Gilded Age test that she had given yesterday. However, none of her students had taken her seriously when she told them the test was going to be very hard. The results, were many F's she had to hand out. 
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All these test grades made her even more upset. She felt like a failure. She started wandering what she had done wrong. She put her head in her hands and drifted in to a daydream of the things she wished her students knew. 
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She soon was thinking of the context. After the destruction of the American Civil War, an economic powerhouse sprang up in the United States. Railroad companies were beginning to grow. Competition was ruthless, and led to many captains of industry that dominated their respected industries. Andrew Carnegie was steel, and Rockefeller was oil. The United States was soon the largest industrial nation. 


			

		

	
		
			Among the great successes of the nation, came great struggle around the working classes and immigrants. New attitudes regarding wealth arose, as did major corruption. The problems that rose created questions regarding just how good the nation was doing under the surface, and created many social problems. Thus the nickname Gilded Age came upon this time period. 
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			A main contributor to this time period was the Industrial Revolution.  The first Industrial Revolution brought about changes in textile production and big advancements for agriculture. The Second one brought about advancements in industry and technology. Just as the economy was growing, so were cities, and new industries. Cities became more industrialized with advancements in steel. The Bessemer process allowed for cities to grow upwards and thus become even more industrialized. With all the steel production, industries could prosper; these included the coal industry and railroad industry. 

[image: ]


			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
Technology invention and adaptation ran high during this time period. Thomas Edison was a big name in innovation, he invented not only the lightbulb but the phonograph as well. His discoveries fostered the development of electricity for all in the Untied States. He believed that electric power should be cheap and spread around enough that all should have it. The introduction of electricity and power also fostered many developments. A big one being the elevator. Elevators enabled cities to build upwards, and thus have more room. 


			

		

	
		
			Among the innovation in phonographs, came the great innovation in motion picture and in photography. Mrs.Powers loved moving pictures, she thought it was one of the coolest innovations of this era. 



			

		

	
		
			Alongside the elevator came great innovation in transportation that effected society and the environment. Transportation included the railroad, and the inventions in street cars. These effected the environment in many ways; the railroad caused for trees to be cut down to make way for tracks, as well as the destruction of the natural resource coal. 
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Transportation caused lots of pollution in the environment, as well as lots of death to animals and their habitats. Among some of the negatives for the environment came positives for society. Citizens could now move out of the cities, live outside of town and still be able to reach their jobs. Transportation industry in fact housed many jobs for many citizens in the United States. Transportation also allowed for individuals to move cross country, or keep in contact with family cross country. 
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			Among the innovation in technology due to the Industrial Revolution, came the innovation and emergence of new economic ideas. One being the rise of Industrial Capitalism. 
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			The rise in capitalism came from many factors, a big one being the innovation in technology. Another one was the big differentiation between the rich and poor due to factories, and growth of wealth. Growths in the monopolies of the time caused the rise as well. There was a monopoly of fuel, and even one for steel that led to the rise of the system as well. The laissez-faire government style affected the system greatly.
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			The two monopolies mentioned before were controlled by three big businessmen. 
1. Being Rockefeller, he was king of the oil monopoly. He used a technique called horizontal integration to undermine his competitors to make them go out of business. He truly dominated the oil industry. 
2. Carnegie: Carnegie was a steel master. He not only was a immigrant with a rags to riches story, but a very wealthy man who knew how to come up top. He used a new process called vertical integration to become the largest steel company in the world. 
3. J. P. Morgan: A very powerful banker who used wealth to get what he wanted. He bought out Carnegie steel, to create his own company U.S. Steel. 
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			Industrial Capitalism caused for some negatives on the society. One being the huge difference between the rich and the poor. This created a class division in society. Many of the poor individuals in society were in fact immigrants taking their chances in a urban America. 
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			Immigration into the United States during this period was very high. New Immigration was when immigrants from Eastern Europe came into the United States. The largest groups being Germans and Irish that came. Many immigrants came for common reasons; better work and better life. Mrs. Powers knew this first hand, because her Great-grandparents immigrated into the United States in the early 1900's. Reminiscing on her great grandparents almost made Mrs. Powers forget about all those failures.  
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			All of the immigrants caused for many major challenges for Urban America. One being the overpopulation of cities, this led to unhealthy living conditions that were intolerable. Tenements became a popular term. Massive urbanization was also a major challenge because most cities were not prepared for the major urban changes. These immigrants usually worked in industrial jobs, most were willing to work any job that would pay. They worked low wages, long hours, and very dangerous conditions. 
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			Within society and with culture, immigrants created many changes as well. Immigrants caused for many American to become anti-foreign. Americans that were native born were worried about their country being overrun by foreigners.  These attitudes fueled growths in racism and violence. The two groups( Americans and immigrants) were divided. 
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			Furthermore, they changed culture by bringing in new ideas and practices. They brought in new religions, languages, and customs. For example, Jews came bringing a whole new religion and ethnicity. The immigrants stayed in their own little towns, like Chinatown in New York, Little Italy, and Greek town, there they got to spread their culture around. Whether that be food or religious services. Like Chinese food spreading throughout New York, and the US. Mrs. Powers was happy about this, because she LOVED Chinese food. 
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			During the Gilded Age there were many social issues that needed reforms. Socially there were many issues regarding workers rights, women's rights, and discrimination of many citizens. 
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			During the Gilded Age, many reforms movements regarding labor emerged due to the harsh positions that workers were in. Workers worked long hours, with low pay and low safety. Individuals fought for equal rights for all people. The main labor union was The Knights of Labor. This Union was different, there main goal was better rights for all, not just certain ethnicities. They won 8 hour work days through strikes. After them the American Federation of Labor started, they wanted equal pay. Overall conditions of workers were bad, and individuals fought for reform. 
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			For a long time, women were fighting for rights. They had long gone with little rights. Women had suffered under the domesticity idea, where they were meant to stay at home and have to take care of the family. The industrial revolution had opened up jobs for women, however they were still being payed less than the men around them. They soon gained the right to own property and control their earnings through the fighting of the National American Woman Suffrage Association. Later in the early 1900's women were granted the right to vote nationally. 
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			After The Civil War, thousands of newly freed African Americans began to settle their life's as free. Cities and states were fighting for Africans to not get their rights, and even passed racist laws against these people. In economic hardships, racism doesn't help to find jobs and compete in society. Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Dubois came out on top to help African Americans. They formed committees, one being the National Association For the Advancement Of Colored People. They wanted to fight and held many rallies to gain full equality for Africans. Full civil rights wouldn't come for a long time though, at least for Africans. 
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			Another bell rang, bringing Mrs.Powers out of her daydream. She looked down and saw all the F's. She smiled to herself and thought " I guess I did a really good job on teaching them. I didn't do anything wrong, and I'm not a failure. And I'm not stupid, my students are." 
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OEBPS/ibook.js
/*
 * Based on Apple's iBook JS Framework
 * Stripped down and enhanced for Book Creator
 */

// Top-level object containing some core constants providing information about the environment.
var iBook = {};

// Indicates whether the platform is an iBook.IS_IPAD.
iBook.IS_IPAD = (navigator.platform == 'iPad');

// Indicates whether the platform supports touches.
iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES = ('createTouch' in document);

// The interaction start event name
iBook.START_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchstart' : 'mousedown';

// The interaction move event name
iBook.MOVE_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchmove' : 'mousemove';

// The interaction end event name
iBook.END_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchend' : 'mouseup';

// The CSS selector for media elements.
iBook.MEDIA_BASE_CSS_SELECTOR = '.ibooks-media';

// The HTML attribute for the audio source
iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_SOURCE_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-audio-src';

// The HTML attribute for the audio reset on play
iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_RESET_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-audio-reset-on-play';

// The HTML attribute for pausing iBooks read aloud
iBook.MEDIA_PAUSE_READ_ALOUD_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-pause-readaloud';

iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-bookcreator-link';

// CSS class name on active elements
iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS = "active";

// Tap threshold value, in pixels
iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD = 10;

iBook.handleLink = function (e)
{
    var link = e.target.getAttribute(iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE);
    if (link)
    {
        e.preventDefault();
        window.location.href = link;
    }
}

iBook.getEventClientX = function (event) {
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1) {
        // Touch interface
        return event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX;
    }
    else {
        // Desktop interface
        return event.clientX;
    }
}

iBook.getEventClientY = function (event) {
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1) {
        // Touch interface
        return event.changedTouches.item(0).clientY;
    }
    else {
        // Desktop interface
        return event.clientY;
    }
}

/* ==================== BASE CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksBaseController()
{    
    // Set true for an onscreen log
    if (false)
    {
        var logArea = document.createElement("textarea");
        logArea.id = "logArea";
        logArea.style.position = "absolute";
        logArea.style.bottom = "5px";
        logArea.style.left = "5px";
        logArea.style.width = "420px";
        logArea.style.height = "150px";
        logArea.style.zIndex = 4000;
        var body = document.getElementById("main");
        body.appendChild(logArea);
        
        iBook.log = function (msg) {
            var logArea = document.getElementById("logArea");
            if (!msg) msg = "null";
            logArea.value = msg + "\n" + logArea.value;
        };
    }
    else
    {
        iBook.log = function (msg) {};
    }    
    
    this.media = new iBooksMediaController();
    this.link = new iBooksLinkController();
}

// On DOM content loaded, instantiate the iBook base controller
window.addEventListener("DOMContentLoaded", function() {
    window.iBookController = new iBooksBaseController();
}, false);

/* ==================== ELEMENT PROTOTYPE ADDITIONS ==================== */

// Indicates whether the element has a given class name within its <code>class</code> attribute.
Element.prototype.hasClassName = function (className)
{
    return new RegExp('(?:^|\\s+)' + className + '(?:\\s+|$)').test(this.className);
}

// Adds the given class name to the element's <code>class</code> attribute if it's not already there.
Element.prototype.addClassName = function (className)
{
    if (!this.hasClassName(className))
    {
        this.className = [this.className, className].join(' ');
        return true;
    }
    else
    {
        return false;
    }
}

// Removes the given class name from the element's <code>class</code> attribute if it's there.
Element.prototype.removeClassName = function (className)
{
    if (this.hasClassName(className))
    {
        var curClasses = this.className;
        this.className = curClasses.replace(new RegExp('(?:^|\\s+)' + className + '(?:\\s+|$)', 'g'), ' ');
        return true;
    }
    return false;
}

// Adds or removes the given class name from the element's <code>class</code> attribute based on a condition. If no
// condition is set, the class will be added if it is not already present and removed if it is.
Element.prototype.toggleClassName = function (className, condition)
{
    if (condition == null)
    {
        condition = !this.hasClassName(className);
    }
    this[condition ? 'addClassName' : 'removeClassName'](className);
}

/* ==================== LINK CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksLinkController()
{
    // <img data-bookcreator-link="page002.xhtml" .../> or <img data-bookcreator-link="http://www.google.com" .../>
    var imgElements = document.documentElement.getElementsByTagName("img");
    
    for (var i = 0, max = imgElements.length; i < max; i++)
    {
        var img = imgElements[i];
        var link = img.getAttribute(iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE);
        if (link)
        {
            // iBook.log("adding image click:" + link);
            img.addEventListener("click", iBook.handleLink, false);
        }
    }
}

/* ==================== MEDIA CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksMediaController()
{
    this.allMedia = [];

    var audioElements = document.querySelectorAll(iBook.MEDIA_BASE_CSS_SELECTOR + "-audio");

    if (audioElements) {
        for (var i = audioElements.length - 1; i >= 0; i--) {
            this.allMedia.push(new iBooksAudioController(audioElements[i]));
        }        
    }
    
    var videoElements = document.documentElement.getElementsByTagName("video");
    
    for (var i = 0, max = videoElements.length; i < max; i++) {
        this.allMedia.push(new iBooksVideoController(videoElements[i]));
    }
}

/* ==================== VIDEO CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksVideoController(element)
{    
    this.media = element;
    this.media.addEventListener("play", this, false);
}

iBooksVideoController.prototype.pause = function()
{    
    this.media.pause();
}

iBooksVideoController.prototype.handleEvent = function(event)
{
    if (event.type == "play") {
        // iBooks will stop any other media automatically
        // but let's also call pause() on each item to reset the UI
        
        var allMedia = iBookController.media.allMedia;
        
        for (var i = 0, max = allMedia.length; i < max; i++) {
            if (allMedia[i].media != this.media) {
                allMedia[i].pause();
            }
        }
    }
}

/* ==================== AUDIO CONTROLLER ==================== */
/**
 *  This is called when we've found a valid iBooks audio HTML element.
 *  
 *  By default, audio will pause itself on touch, then resume playing when touched again.
 *  To reset the audio track, include the HTML attribute <code>iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_RESET_ATTRIBUTE</code>
 *  and set the value to equal to <code>true<code>.
 *
 *  For example:
 *  <div class="ibooks-media-audio" data-ibooks-audio-src="audio/src.m4a">Play audio</div>
 *
 *  @property {Object} element The required object to instantiate the <code>iBooksAudioController</code>
 */
function iBooksAudioController(element)
{    
    // iBook.log("iBooksAudioController construction:" + element);
    
    this.el = element;
    this.el.addEventListener(iBook.START_EVENT, this, false);
    this.src = this.el.getAttribute(iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_SOURCE_ATTRIBUTE);
    this.resetAudioOnPlay = false; // For future maybe
    this.setAudio();
}

// Creates a new audio element, set the source, then load it.
iBooksAudioController.prototype.setAudio = function()
{    
    this.media = new Audio();
    this.media.src = this.src;
    this.media.addEventListener("ended", this, false);      
    document.documentElement.appendChild(this.media);
}

iBooksAudioController.prototype.play = function()
{
    var allMedia = iBookController.media.allMedia;
    
    for (var i = 0, max = allMedia.length; i < max; i++) {
        allMedia[i].pause();
    }
        
    if (this.resetAudioOnPlay) {
        // Remove the existing element to prevent duplicates.
        document.documentElement.removeChild(this.media);
        this.setAudio();
    }
    
    this.el.addClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
    this.media.play();
}

iBooksAudioController.prototype.pause = function()
{
    this.media.pause();
    this.el.removeClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
};

// When the audio ends, remove its active class
iBooksAudioController.prototype.ended = function()
{
    this.el.removeClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
}

/**
 *  On touch start, add an event listener for touch end. Store the
 *  touch start X, Y coordinates for later use.
 */
iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchStart = function(event)
{
//    iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchStart");
    
    this.startX = iBook.getEventClientX(event);
    this.startY = iBook.getEventClientY(event);
    window.addEventListener(iBook.END_EVENT, this, false);
}

/**
 *  On touch end, remove our event listeners. Determine if the user action was a 
 *  tap, or gesture; if the action was a tap then add <code>iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS</code>
 *  to the body class and prevent default. Otherwise, allow iBooks to handle the event.
 */
iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchEnd = function(event)
{
    /*
    iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchEnd");
    
    iBook.log("event.pageX=" + event.pageX);
    iBook.log("event.clientX=" + event.clientX);
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1)
        iBook.log("event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX=" + event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX);
    */
    
    window.removeEventListener(iBook.END_EVENT, this, false);
    
    this.xTap = (Math.abs(this.startX - iBook.getEventClientX(event)) < iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD);
    this.yTap = (Math.abs(this.startY - iBook.getEventClientY(event)) < iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD);
    
    if (this.xTap && this.yTap) {
        event.preventDefault();
        if (this.media.paused)
            this.play();
        else
            this.pause();
    }
}

// Event triage.
iBooksAudioController.prototype.handleEvent = function(event)
{
    // iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.handleEvent:" + event.type);

    switch(event.type){
        case iBook.START_EVENT:
            this.touchStart(event);
            break;
        case iBook.END_EVENT:
            this.touchEnd(event);
            break;
        case "ended":
            this.ended();
            break;
    }
}
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