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			What is it and where did it get its name?

Mark Twain, the most famous writer of the time, is credited for calling the late 19th century the "Gilded Age". He named it this because of the "beauty" on the surface but was very corrupt underneath! 
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The Gilded Age was the time between the American Civil War and WW1. In is time, population is the US exploded and the economy was booming. This was a very successful time period but was stricken with political corruption, monopolies destroying small businesses, a large amount of poverty and greed be those who were successful. 


			

		

	
		
			How it all started!

At the end of the Civil War, factory's that had been built up to supply troops were not closed down, but they were expanded and used even more. This paved way for future billionaires like, John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, and JP Morgan to take over industries. 

In 1850, most Americans worked for themselves, but by 1900, most worked for a employer in a large industry. 
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			Migration to America 

People from all over the world wanted to come to America for opportunity of a better life.  Most came from Europe and went through a very hard journey. Unless you had lots of money, you were packed onto a cramped ship with thousands of other people. From 1865-1900, 13.5 million immigrants came to the use from other countries. 

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Why were people leaving their home countries?

1. Farmers were stricken by crop failures and famine. 
2. There were shortages of land and jobs. 
3. Oppressive governments and very high taxes. 
4. Religious and social persecution. 
5. America was seen as a shining light of success. 
6. The promise of freedom, education, and land. 
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			Did immigration have a negative affect?
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With so many poor immigrants coming into the US, the lower districts of cities filled up. This brought in disease, crime, trash and housing issues. The Government had to limit the amount coming into the country. Slums were created to house immigrants and this were terrible. Immigrants also fueled the monopolies, they were the main sources of workers for these businesses. 
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			Urban America

In addition to the mass income of immigrants, most Americans were moving to urban cities. Urban cities were very pack, thus crime of all kinds rose, disease spread and religion became more diverse. But, many immigrants came in with new ideas and inventions that made America prosper.
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			Social and Cultural Changes
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The Gilded Age saw the US sift from an agricultural to a urban society. Millions of people flocked to the cities for new opportunity. Many young people left the country for the cities. This resulted in the creation of skyscrapers, trolleys, and many new inventions. This saw the formation of the middle class in cities. Because of the millions of immigrants flowing in, religions became much more diverse raising conflict. The KKK began targeting new groups of people other than blacks, they targeted many whites now. New industry flourished that controlled everything along with the very corrupt government. 
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			Gilded Age Social Issues and Debates
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There were many issues that arose in the Gilded Age. 
1. Child Labor - Many children were forced to work for their families to survive. Children's jobs were very dangerous, they were small so they could go furthest into the mines and fit into small spaces men could not. They were usually paid less then adults for the same work. 
2. Woman's Rights - This was a huge issue in the 1830s and on. In the late 1800 the movements began making progress. In the Gilded Age more and more woman began to work. But, it wasn't until 1920 that would got the right to vote. 
3. Industries - Powerful industry's controlled everything in this time. This monopoly businesses prices were so cheap and they could produce so much that no one could compete with them. Also, for the most part, they controlled the government of the cities and some higher politicians. 
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			Technology and the Rise of Industrial Capitalism 

Industrial Capitalism - the economic and social system in which trade, industry and capital and privately controlled and operated for profit. 

In the time, countless inventions were made that improved cities, industry and the people's everyday lives. With this, certain industry's controlled everything like, John D. Rockefeller of the Standard Oil Company, Andrew Carnegie of the steel industry, and JP Morgan who was a business man who controlled many industries. This men controlled everything in industry and the corrupt government but the country's economy BOOMED. By this time, America had become the leading industrial power in the world. 
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			Technology and the Industrial Revolution 

The Gilded Age was also a time period known as a Industrial Revolution. In this time the US become a powerhouse, thousands of jobs opened up, transportation improved and housing improved. People such as Andrew Carnegie made steel easier to make and be used for railroads, bridges and skyscrapers. Oil was found and drilled for all over the US and was booming. The Transcontinental Railroad was constructed in 1863-1869. Communication was made easier with many new ways to send long distance messages. 
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			Advances in Transportation 
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Many advances were made for transportation
1. The Transcontinental Railroad - 1,700 miles of track connected to the eastern networks. 
2. The Streetcar - easier to move in cities. 
3. Better steamboats that would not blow up. 
4. The first form of a plane made by the Wright brothers that would change the future. 
5. Fast and longer trains that could carry more. 
6. Ford - made the best cars for personal transportation. 
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			The Downside of New Transportation Technology 
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These technological breakthroughs did not come for free. The hundreds of factories running day and night polluted the environment. Animals were forced of their land by deforestation and whole forests were cut down for its wood. One of the most devastating things we did to the environment was, the creating of the Transcontinental Railroad. Thousands of miles of land and trees were cut down, mountains and hills were blown up to lay the tracks. 
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			What do you think??¿¿

Was the Gilded Age good or bad?
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America prospered but it was at a great cost! If this period in American history had not happen, would we be as powerful as we are today? 
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