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			The Manifestation of the Gilded Age. 



Following the Civil War during the 19th century, a rampant growth of population and industry manifested. This epic growth was due to an economic boom the produced unheard of wealth and prosperity for many. Following this wealth led to political issues and economic injustice for farmers and working people. Leading up to what is now know as the Gilded Age.



Today I will be giving you a look at the Gilded Age as we uncover the causes and effects, the empact and the overall point and purpose of the Gilded Age. You will end this journey knowing the ins and outs and have a deeper knowledge about this significant time in our history. 

Our Mission 
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Technology and Inventions

1.

The Gilded Age brought about many technology improvements as well as useful inventions that would help shape the future. 
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First off let's get started off with the Continental Railroad 

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]

May 10 1896, the "welding of the rails" took place with the Central Pacific and Union Pacific as seen in the image above 

Let's take a look at this map of the economic booming taking place all over the US during the Gilded Age. Many clothing, steel and food industries began to manifest all over. 
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			The Bessemer Process
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In 1865 Henry Bessemer came up with a new way of converting iron into steel on a large scale. His invention revolutionized the Industrial Age. With steel being produced more efficiently it could now be used in new ways. Steel was used for railroads, barbed wire, and farm machines. 
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With the Bessemer Process and Carnegie's skyscrapers the building industry began to revolutionize.
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			Since we don't want to bore you with going into too much detail here is a list of the major Inventions during the Gilded Age 
•Elevator---1852
•Bessemer Process---1852
•Sewing Machine---1853
•Dynamite---1867
•Typewriter---1868
•Telephone---1876
•Phonograph---1878
•Light bulb and cash register---1879
•Zipper---1883
•Gasoline automobile and skyscraper---1885
•New York City---first city to have electricity--1890
•Radio---1895
•Subway---1897
•X-ray---1900
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			Advances in Transportation 
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 After the civil war, thousands of miles of tracks were laid down to improve the circulation of goods. These tracks were made out of steel, which ultimately improved the steel industry. Trains were also made out of steel since it was able to hold more load and it was cheaper during the time when J.P Morgan was practicing Robber Baron.

The Gilded Age caused a Rise in Transportation, but most Importantly railroads. Railroads became very important during this time in our history.
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The creation of the Transcontinental Railroad ://www.history.com/topics/inventions/transcontinental- Railroad provided quick transportation from the east to the west coast, it allowed  for expansion of farm land available due to the railroad being able to get goods to market in a reasonable time.


The First Transcontinental Railroad was built between 1863 and 1869 to join the eastern and western halves of the United States. It's construction was considered to be one of the greatest American technological features of the nineteenth century. Known as the "Pacific Railroad" when it opened, it served as a vital link for trade, commerce, and travel and opened up vast regions of the North American heartland for settlement. 
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			Unfortunately, there were some negative results, too. The Native American way of life was severely damaged as the railroad pushed through tribal lands, and many natural resources were destroyed to make way for the tracks and train stations.
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The railroad industry also threatened to haul the America Economy. Railroad companies frequently overbuilt, borrowed from other corporations without thinking it through and often time mismanaged. The cause of most economic  collapses in the late 19th century was due to the railroads and the banks associated with them. 
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			Technology and Rise of Industrial Capitalism 

Technology helped influence a great economic boom during this time. For this next potion of the Gilded Age we will focus of the important people like Andrew Carnegie,  and John D. Rockefeller.

Both Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller and others helped organize and increase production.  
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			Andrew Carnegie 
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Andrew Carnigie was responsible for the buying of iron ore fields, coal mines and ships to have complete control over production of steel. This contributed to an overall economic growth. After the civil war Andrew invested in iron and built a steel mill in Pittsburgh. With his profits he bought out steel meals and undercut competition.
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			John D. Rockefeller 

John made his fortune refining oil, he received secret beneficial rates from train companies giving him advantages. He used this to build an oil refinery in Cleveland. 
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			Development of a National Market

In the nineteenth century a national market emerged for the first time. Railroads, canals telegrams, and telephones linked together in different parts of the country. The High investment of mass production manufacturing required the market to be profitable. New methods of selling were developed. 

Technologies Influence 

The uprising of technology and transportation led to an economic boom during the nineteenth century. It helped pave the way for Andrew Carnigie and John D. Rockefeller to become so successful within their industries. The uprise of technology leg to businesses growth and development. Wether or not this was for the good or benefit of the country is debatable. However technology led to economic prosperity.
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			Migration and Urban America 
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What was migration like? 

From 1880 to 1921 23 millions immigrants arrived in the U.S looking for jobs. At the time the U.S did not have limits on how many immigrants could enter the country.  Most immigrants came from England, Ireland, and Germany in Northern Europe. New immigrants were typically young males who were either catholic or Jewish. 
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			The problem with migration 

Let's start off with the basics, America was becoming overpopulated due to the influx of immigrants entering the U.S. The first problem had to do with the fact that majority of the immigrants were unskilled agricultural laborers with little money or education. They were simple not prepared for American life. Many Americans viewed immigrants with a sense of fear, suspicion, and hostility. 

Extreme population growth 

Majority of the city growth was caused by immigrants entering the U.S.  Cities began to expand at a rapid pace. Most American cities were not prepared for such rapid growth. The influx of immigrants was something the U.S was just not ready for. 
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			Nativism 

Concerns about the rapid immigration led to the rise of nativism. Nativism was the idea that things were native and should already be instilled within ones mind. It was said that U.S citizens were better and should have more rights than the immigrants because they were natives. Nativism was a belief in which Americans had and used against immigrants.  
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			Migration, Social and Culture Changes

Immigration caused many problems during this time, however there were many advantages and new things that came along with such vast population growth. The expanding of America expanded infrastructure and brought about new goods. Transportation reached a second boom due to the demand for more transportation to accommodate the people. New culture and languages came along with the immigrants. Americans and the immigrants both had to adjust to a new way of life. 
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			Gilded Age and Social issues and Debates  

During this time period there were many disagreements and social issues. Many who had problems with current things going on in history started reform movements to try and fix these issues. We will now discuss some important reforms that took place. 
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			Political Reforms 

Many laws and tariffs came about as an example of reform movements. For example the Sherman Antitrust Act got ten  Federal Government of the US to investigate and pursue against any company who breached the ACT, limiting cartels and monopolies from happening, that serious affect market competition. The Sherman Silver Purchase Act a federal law that increased the amount of silver the gov. have to get per month, in order to boost the economic market and cause inflation to happen, allowing the farmers to clear their debts by using cheaper dollars.
The Mckinley Tariff Act raised taxes on imports, which brought trouble for farmers forced to buy high-priced goods from American manufacturers. These acts were apart of the reform. 

Populist Movement 

[image: ]
The Populist movement was a revolt by farmers in the South and Midwest against the Democratic and Republican Parties due to the  ignoring of their interests and difficulties. For over a decade, farmers were suffering from crop failures, falling prices, poor marketing, and lack of credit facilities. Th reformers took it upon themselves to address this issue and bring light on it. 
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			Women's Reform 

Women during this time were not treated equally and did not receive the same rights as men. They were considered less. They could not vote and hold certain jobs, they were stripped of basic human rights. So together women's like Caddy Staton, Jane Adams, Susan Anthony and many others joined a reform movement to help fight for their rights. 
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			Child Labor Reforms 

Children were held to higher standards during this time. They were required to work long hours. They were not paid well. They were overworked and it was not acceptable. So a reform movement raised up and began to get the governments attention about this. The government later passed the Fair Labor Standards Actthat helped fix this issue. 
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