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Setting the Scene...

In the late 1860s, the Civil War was coming to an end

and the United States was transitioning into a time of



Reconstruction. As the North began to flourish in its




industrial affairs, the South continued to work in the

agricultural field. With the years following, the Gilded



Age would bring unprecedented technological inno-




vation, rapid economic growth, political corruption,





mass immigration, and social reform to America.





This is the story of a young boy named Greg Heffley.

He was born in the Old South of the United States and



was able to see America become a world power right













before his eyes. 

[image: ]
[image: ]Hi! My name is Greg and this is my adventure through the Gilded Age!
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notice how the United States is changing from agri-
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ng all of these new things!











have been new items for sale in town. I even saw so- 





me stuff made from across the globe! Imagine buyi- 













ton in half of the time! I have also noticed that there













ful! We were able to harvest three times as much cot-










sell more crops in the local market. It was so wonder-













tools like a plow and reaper that helped us grow and













fields with my family. We had just bought some new

Technology and the Industrial Revolution...




Today was the first day I began working in the cotton









Dear Diary,                                                             Jan. 1870






they have always wanted.




decision to either keep or leave their farm to live a life




culture to manufacturing. His family must make the

As Greg grows up the son of a farmer, he begins to
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Dear Diary,                                                             Aug. 1870



Wow! Our family farm is still thriving! We have begun



to produce so much cotton that we now have to sell


it for half price. Also, the silos in town are filled to the


brim with grain! Would you have ever guessed that


to happen in our little town? 


Dear Diary,                                                             Apr. 1876


Well lately the farm has not been turning a profit.


Because of this, Pap had to let go of the helping hands



oss the country with a thing called a telephone? And 






now you can stay up even longer with the creation of






the electric lightbulb! I have high hopes for the North.

[image: ]
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and we had to sell our farm in order to move to New





lot of good things about the North. They have an abu-





ndance of jobs and some really fascinating inventions!





York City. Maybe it will not be so bad. I have heard a



Did you know that you can now talk to someone acr-

For more information on the impact of technology on the Gilded Age, click here!
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Transportation and the Environment...



With Greg's family deciding to move North, they were



forced to sell all of their valuables to afford enough



train tickets for the whole family. Their adventure be- 




gins on a train bound for New York City.









Dear Diary,                                                       05 Jan. 1877

Although I am sad to leave our family's farm behind,













I am secretly excited to see everything the North has













to offer. A new town, new people, and a new life! Also,










I cannot wait to travel there by train! I have always







had an interest in trains, especially after I learned













that the first ever transcontinental railroad line was
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edges of the East to the great regions of the West all





ting that Americans are now able to travel from the





was completed a few years back. I find it so fascina-


in a matter of days! Our journey awaits on the trains.

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]Bye everyone!


			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
Transportation and the Environment...



With Greg's family deciding to move North, they were



forced to sell all of their valuables to afford enough



train tickets for the whole family. Their adventure be- 




gins on a train bound for New York City.









Dear Diary,                                                       05 Jan. 1877

Although I am sad to leave our family's farm behind,













I am secretly excited to see everything the North has













to offer. A new town, new people, and a new life! Also,










I cannot wait to travel there by train! I have always







had an interest in trains, especially after I learned













that the first ever transcontinental railroad line was

[image: ]













edges of the East to the great regions of the West all





ting that Americans are now able to travel from the





was completed a few years back. I find it so fascina-


in a matter of days! Our journey awaits on the trains.

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]Bye everyone!


			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
[image: ]


Wow! Traveling by train is better than I could have


Dear Diary,                                                       08 Jan. 1877


ever imagined! What used to take us weeks, even


months, by wagon now takes only a few days by tra-


in! There were many different kinds of people and pr-


oducts all around us. The train's cars were filled with


things like the cotton our family used to harvest to fi-


nished furniture made in distant factories.


Dear Diary,                                                       11 Jan. 1877


The scenery along the route was just stunning! Trav-


eling through the Great Plains was a sight I have nev- 


er been able to see before. Getting to go through diff-


erent cities and states was something I have always


wanted to do. But, the once plentiful buffalo, dense


forests, and great rivers have slowly dwindled away.


I guess that has to happen if America continues to 





grow at the rate it has been recently.

[image: ]
For more information on the impact of transportation on the Gilded Age, click here!
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Migration and Urban America...



search for a new job, new home, and new life awaits.



After Greg and his family arrive in New York City, the



The next stage in Greg's life is the true adventure of




city living and what it has in store for him.













Dear Diary,                                                        15 Jan. 1877








We finally made it to the big city! It was nothing like I








have ever seen before. Buildings that reach the sky,








trains that rumble all around you, and hundreds of








stores with any and everything for sale! It was so








fascinating seeing such a different way of life compa-








red to the one my family has always lived. I have a











feeling that life in the city will be full of surprises!
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[image: ]Wow!
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Dear Diary,                                                            June 1877

Well, city living certainly has its surprises. We have




been living in New York City for a couple of months




now and I can truthfully say that there have been






hardships. Even though Pap was able to acquire a









factory job relatively quickly, living in our small tene-









ment was unexpected. It is very limited in space and










the trash is beginning to pile up. Our water supply is 





not of the best quality and the sewer system freque-





ntly stops up. City life is certainly not what I expected





it to be.

[image: ]
[image: ]I'm tired!

For more information on the impact of urbanization on the Gilded Age, click here!
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Social and Cultural Changes...

As Greg and his family continue to become acquain-








ted with city life in the North, hundreds of thousands








of immigrants from Europe do also. Many flood the




streets of cities in the United States dreaming of eco- 


nomic prosperity and social freedom.









Dear Diary,                                                             Sep. 1877








Today another boat arrived in the harbor. As it dock-





ed, people from all over Europe poured out onto the




already overcrowded streets of New York City. As we


watched, our hearts sank at the very thought of more


families that need clothes to wear, food to eat, and a 


place to live in. Not only that, but Pap told me they


were less educated and had different religious beliefs


than we did. Life is hard enough already, what are we


going to do now?

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]No! Leave!

[image: ]Go back to Europe!
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Dear Diary,                                                            Nov. 1877








After the new wave of immigrants arrived a few mo-




nths prior, I have noticed some startling characteris-






tics of how they choose to live.  Rather than blending






into our community, they choose to create their own


towns. Places like Little Italy, Little Ireland, and Little


Poland suddenly popped up in the middle of New York


City! Plus, they don't care to speak our language or


attend our public schools! If they decided to move


to the United States, then why is it that they are not
















proud to be Americans?

[image: ]Where are we?

[image: ]
For more information on the impact of immigration on the Gilded Age, click here!
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Technology and Industrial Capitalism...

On the eve of his eighteenth birthday, Greg Heffley

decides to leave his family in search of better oppor-


tunities in the West. Following his heart, Greg chooses


to enter the manufacturing industry and one day


make a name for himself.









Dear Diary,                                                       06 Oct. 1878


Today is my eighteenth birthday and I have made the


brave decision to leave my family in New York to pur-


sue my dream of living independently. After experie- 


ncing the hardships of living in the city as a young


adult, I plan to travel west and explore what the great


United States has to offer. Because of my love for tra-


ins and traveling, I hope to join the railroad industry.

[image: ]Bye Greg!

[image: ]
[image: ]Bye everyone!
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Dear Diary,                                                             Jan. 1879








After months of traveling, I am able to find a job in a








large steel corporation that provides the material for








many railroad companies. I learn that the head of the








business I begin to work at is none other than Andrew










Carnegie, the Steel King! I heard great stories of And- 












rew Carnegie when I was a child. I find it inspiring to












hear of his humble beginnings after amounting to su-  












ch great economic success.




















Dear Diary,                                                             Apr. 1879








After being a working man for many months now, is- 








sues with the federal government and large corpora-








tions are beginning to rise. This greatly conflicts me






because although big businesses do lead to monopo-








lies, it also means there is a limited chance I might








one day become successful myself. How am I suppo- 








see to feel about this? Change needs to happen now.

[image: ]
[image: ]It's been a long day!

For more information on the impact of capitalism on the Gilded Age, click here!
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Social Issues and Debates...


Dear Diary,                                                           Aug. 1878

After working in the the steel corporation for a few

years, Greg begins to feel the effects of a working life.


Immigrants are flooding America in search of jobs,


women are fighting for suffrage rights, and new social


ideologies are emerging. Greg must now decide if he


will or will not partake in the many reform moveme-


nts that plagued the United States during this time.



After living the life of a lowly worker, I have decided


to participate in a local labor union. I have had eno-


ugh hardships already with receiving minimum wag-


es, long working hours, and nominal safety conditio-


ns. Enough is enough! America was built on the foun- 


dation of independence and opportunity! It is time for


the low men to experience true living just as the more




privileged do.

[image: ]
[image: ]More wages!

[image: ]Less hours!

[image: ]
[image: ]It's so hot!
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Dear Diary,                                                            Nov. 1880


Although many labor unions have gained recognition 


and followers, months of protesting have left very lit-


tle change in favor of the working class. Now partici-






pating in a labor union I am able to see just how mu- 










ch corruption has occurred in society. Not only does it










happen in the nation's economics, but also its politics










and social movements. Growing up in a small south-












ern town, I was raised with the belief that hard work













produces good fortune. Truthfully, I hope as time go- 














es by, other groups are able to rise and acquire the ri-














ghts they deserve. Change must occur in America!

[image: ]
For more information on the impact of social reform on the Gilded Age, click here!
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An Ending Note...

[image: ]
[image: ]I hope you enjoyed my adventure through the Gilded Age!

After living the life of a farmer, city dweller, and wor-

ker, Greg decides to return to the South for his final




years. He was able to experience many different wal-




ks of life but ultimately returns to the fields. He marr- 







ies a local beauty and fathers three children who will







one day go on the adventure Greg experienced him- 










self. As Greg learned through his journey, America is











still the great adventure, the Land of Opportunity.
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