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			After reconstruction in the post civil war era, America underwent an enormous change. Cities , businesses, factories, reform, and a more Industrial way of life began to form. People began to conform to a new, complex, urban way of life full of new changes.

When the industrial revolution began in the US, The rise of industrial capitalism and new manufacturing methods, like using coal and/ or steam engines to power machines that produced the goods that were made in these factories. Many more factories were built to make parts, goods, and clothes. Men, women, and children began finding jobs working in these factories. 
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			There was a darker side to working in these factories. Conditions were often very dangerous for workers, who didn't get much sleep due to unreasonably long hours. The workers didn't earn very high pay. Men got the highest pay, which was 15 shillings. Women only earned 7 shillings, and children only 3 shillings. Factories were often not very sanitary. On top of that, lack of sleep caused workers to make dangerous mistakes on the machines.

These terrible working conditions caused workers to go on strikes, and form unions. This was to convince the company owners to raise wages and improve work conditions. These labor reform movements were a very large part of the late nineteenth century.
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			Along with these labor reform movements, other reform, such as the attempt to gain equal rights for African Americans and women, were prominent during this era. Activists like W.E.B Dubois, Marcus Garvey, and Booker T. Washington pushed for racial equality, while activists such as Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton pushed for women's rights.

[image: ]

[image: ]
Booker T. Washington 


			

		

	
		
			Along with these labor reform movements, other reform, such as the attempt to gain equal rights for African Americans and women, were prominent during this era. Activists like W.E.B Dubois, Marcus Garvey, and Booker T. Washington pushed for racial equality, while activists such as Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton pushed for women's rights.

[image: ]

[image: ]
Booker T. Washington 


			

		

	
		
			Civil rights and temperance weren't the only issue at hand during this time. The natural environment in America was being imperialized and overly being taken advantage of. Railroads drove through forests and more settlement was eating up natural resources. Men killed buffalo in drones, only for a small part of the creature, or simply for sport. The buffalo was nearly being driven to extinction. People did not replant trees after cutting them down for lumber, and water was being polluted. Luckily,  after 1900, Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th president, took action. Partnering up with environmentalists such as John Muir and Gifford Pinchot, he helped preserve the balance of nature by setting aside wilderness and stopping the environmental imperialism.
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			With the rise of industrialization and more factories, Cities became bigger and more Americans began to move from rural farms to urban cities. This caused the population of the cities to grow, along with the fact that hoardes of immigrants began arriving from southern and Eastern Europe and from China.

Immigrants from china were the cause of many social and cultural changes. They were challenged by the discrimination against them. Many Americans were angry that Chinese workers were taking their jobs, due to the fact that they were ok with working for lower wages. The Chinese brought many different customs and religions into America, later affecting art, food, and architecture that Americans see in our cities today.
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			A problem with rapid urban growth in America was that the more people came and were packed into cities, the more unsanitary the cities became. Diseases spread, water was contaminated, and people were packed into slums, where life was short for many.

Fortunately, sanitation reform began in the cities, cleaning the water and living areas of urban dwellers. This led to healthier living and longer life expectancy.
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			In this era, there were many monopolistic business owners who were very wealthy. People like Andrew Carnegie, who ran the steel business and lowered wages of workers, but used the money to pay for many public works, like libraries. John D. Rockefeller owned the oil business and was considered the richest man ever. Many of these "Business Titans" had so much money, they were powerful enough to control the senate and politicians, by bribing them to place orders that would benefit their businesses. This led to many people seeking to expose their corruption and destroy the monopolies that so powerfully ran much of American businesses and politics.
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