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			It was early on a Saturday morning, I decided to clean my office before I began my day. Once I started cleaning I discovered a picture of my brother and I from the Gilden Age. I remembered the picture like it was yesterday. This time period that my brother and I lived in, had its ups and downs. I'm going to go back in time and explain what the Gilded age was like for me and my brother.
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I remember on a Monday morning, it was cold outside, temperatures was 30 degrees and I was looking outside to see multiple ships come on to the port. Multiple people were coming off the ship with their families and luggage. I asked one of the gentlemen coming off the ship, "why are you coming to America?" He replied, that there were multiple reasons why people migrated here to America. I asked him  the reason and he said, "there was a lot of bad things going on in their original country."  Things such as crop failure, famine, shortage of land, no jobs, rising taxes, religious and social persecution. The gentleman was very excited about the promise to freedom, hope of a new life, industry, land, and education that America offered.
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 The cities were becoming crowded with people trying to start their lives over in this new world. The difficulty they faced with living in an urban environment was crime,violence, fires, diseases, and pollution.

That same day, as I was going to the city on the subway to work I thought about how crazy the city had become. The subway lines were a huge problem and resulted into horrible street traffic in the city . The subway had become very important in getting so many people to work everyday. It had become a necessity.
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I finally made it to work. I was happy about the new machine changes during the Industrial Revolution. Their was a transition from going to hand production methods to machines, new chemical manufacturing,and iron production. There was a lot of transition to the new manufacturing process in the 1800s.

When I was at work my boss came up to me and started asking me questions. One of the questions he had asked me was, if I thought there was anyone important in are Soceity? I said, "no sir I don't." He said I'm going to tell you some of the names to remember Andrew Carnegie, JP Morgan, John Rockefeller and Henry Bessemer. I asked him why are they so important? He said because of what they did. I ask him to explain to me exactly what they do, and he did.
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Andrew Carnegie was the 19th century steel tycoon who became one of the 20th century's most famous philanthropists. His life story is one of the best known rags-to-riches accounts in United States history. 

J.P. Morgan became one of the wealthiest and most powerful businessmen in the world through his founding of private banks.
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He built his first oil refinery near Cleveland and in 1870 incorporated the Standard Oil Company. 

 The inventor and engineer who developed the first process for manufacturing steel inexpensively, which lead to the development of the Bessemer converter.
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			After my boss explained who the important people are he ask me what is industrial capitalism? I did not know what that meant , so he explained it to me capitalism is economic and political system in which a country's trade and industry are controlled by private owners for profit, rather than by the state. Then he said there was a rise in industrial capitalism. 

Then my boss started explaining the rise in Industrial capitalism. He said the United States became the world's leading industrial capitalist nation. There was nothing inevitable about this development. Two principal obstacles blocked the way, each of them arising from capitalism itself a growing working class which increasingly insisted on sharing the fruits of industrial production and  competition among existing firms.
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			I was ready to go but my boss said he had one more things to explain to me. The next thing he had to explain to me was migration, social and cultural changes. He said that migration changes were due to immigration from around the world. Some social changes were women rights and how they fought for women to get equal rights as men. Cultural changes helped end slavery. Black Americans were free from slavery, even though they weren't treated fairly and weren't given the same rights as everyone till later. W.E.B Dubois and Booker Washington were the main advocate of blacks.

After my boss explain this information to me I decided to go home and meet my brother for dinner. My brother and I were eating at the table then he started to talk about Gilded Age social issues, debates, and reforms.
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			My brother talked about the main social issues during Gilded age, like the urban life environment, poverty,and housing. The environment was becoming polluted which resulted in rapid spread of disease and infection. Poverty had made a rapid growth in urban areas,and the lack of employment made the situation worse. The social issues of the Gilded Age did advance the wealthy and deterred the poor.

Then my brother started to talk about reform; two types of reform was Civil Service and Women suffrage. The civil service was caused by president James Garfield being assassinated in 1881 by a supporter who did not get the patronage job he felt he deserved. This led a call for reform of the patronage system. The woman suffrage was about many middle class women felt social and moral reform depended on women getting the rights to vote. In 1890 the national American women suffrage association formed a union of the main suffrage groups.
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			After my brother finished talking to me about the reform and social issues we decided to take a picture together. As soon as the picture flashed I was back to the present time. It was amazing to go back to the Gilded Age and how far we had come as a society and nation.
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			Sources page 

http://www.shmoop.com/great-inventions/

http://www.history.com/topics/industrial-revolution

https://prezi.com/m/eu0ixksuueru/copy-of-copy-of-history-of-transportation-during-the-gilded-age/

https://prezi.com/m/mgd5dbwhd-m3/immigration-during-the-gilded-age/
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