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The Big Picture 
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   The meaning of the name "gilded age" means golden and shiny, however it wasn't all like that. The gilded age started around 1870, and it ended around 1900. In this time after reconstruction, many developments in technology were made, and with that, the way people lived changed dramatically. Different ways on how to run the economy emerged, and social issues and reforms emerged as well. However, of course, there were problems that came with these. 
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Technology and the Industrial Revolution 
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    The gilded age brought a time of industrialization, where machines started to replace the jobs of man because they were more efficient. Particular industries started to grow, and offered factory jobs to many different people. These factories and machines were able to keep up with American demands better than just man alone could. With the increase of machine production, problems arose in the factories involving the workers. The factories were very dangerous, and there was very little pay. 
   Advances in transportation were also made. The steam engine allowed for the quickest travel posing,e at the time. With the help of railroads, people would be able to travel and connect to any place they wanted from coast to coast. 
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The Rise of Capitalism 

[image: ]
[image: ]
   Capitalism was brought about as a result of the individual revolution. This economic system allowed the people that owned businesses to control the economy with little government interference. This system was favored by the big businesses because it was highly profitable and it made it easier to exploit workers. However, this was also a good thing because it made manufactured good a lot cheaper, so things were a lot more affordable than in the past. In the end everyone in the US eventually benefited from capitalism. 

Pro capitalism 

Anti capitalism 
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Moving to the city 
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Women and children working in a factory to make money for the family
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   Because of industrialization, many factory jobs became available. Because of this, many people moved to the city to work and have a better opportunity. Many people were moving from rural areas and some were immigrating from from countries in Eastern and Southern Europe. This caused a rapid growth in cities. There was a shift in the population distribution in the country because during this time, the population in cities became bigger than the population in rural areas. This caused many issues having to do with living conditions. 
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Family living in a tenement 

Urban Living 
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   As people moved to the city in the hopes for jobs, families began to grow smaller in order to adapt to city life. Previously, people lived with all many relatives, and they had many kids, but that wasn't necessary any more. Families had to squeeze into small tenements, and live in unsanitary and uncomfortable conditions while the wealthy were able to live in big mansions. Slums were also a big issue involving city life. Slums were quite disgusting and unsanitary; the people living in those poor conditions were often poor themselves. 
    Cities also encouraged a growth of culture. From building innovations like the skyscraper to traditions and customs from the native countries of immigrants, the city encouraged its growth. More efficient production of steel allowed for taller buildings to be built, and it became an important part for the structure of cities. Also, when people immigrated to the US, they usually stayed close together, which resulted in towns like little Italy and places similar.  

Slums
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Social Issues 
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   Many injustices arose in the gilded age. Some problems such as child labor and workers rights came from factories. Children were having to work in order to make a batter income for the family, which kept the kids out of school, so they were never able to further their education to end the cycle of poverty for their families. The people working in factories were all exploited in general; they were payed low wages for long hours of work. The working conditions were also extremely unsafe, so people were often hurt while working and they were never compensated for it. 
   There was also great political corruption in the cities. The people in charge of big businesses were often also political leaders as well. One example of this was boss tweed and Tammany hall. Tweed ran the Democratic Party in New York by keeping and running his position through corrupt methods such as bribery and rigging votes.  
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