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			Basic Information 

Gilded Age Gelato is a dish that was created post Civil War in the United States. The dish contains unconventional, yet savory, aspects such as Monopolies, Trusts, Social Darwinism, and Technological/Transportation Advancements. 


			

		

	
		
			Ingredients 

• Technology and the Industrial Revolution 
• Advances in Transportation and the Effect of the Environment 
• Technology and the Rise of Industrial Capitalism 
• Challenges of Migration and Urban America 
• Challenges and Positive Effects of Migration and Social/Cultural Changes 
• Social Issues/Debates and Reform of the Gilded Age 


			

		

	
		
			A Dash of Technology and the Industrial Revolution 

This ingredient is composed of improvements in transportation, such as the steam engine, improvements in communication,such as the telegraph, and other factors such as oil refineries and the Bessemer process (which was a newly innovated process for refining steel). Technology and the Industrial Revolution marked a shift in American Society from an agriculturally based industry, to a mechanically powered, mass production centered age. Add a dash of this ingredient to a large bowl. 
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			A Pinch of Advancements in Transportation and the effect on Environment 

This ingredient is characterized by innovations such as the Bessemer process, which catalyzed steel production, thus catalyzing the rail road industry which connected both sides of the United States. By 1860, the US saw developments of over 30,000 miles of railroad tracks, 3/4 in the industrial north. This, along with the development of engines that could burn coal, lead to large amounts of pollution and mass amounts of land and forrest clearing to make room for the new tracks furthered by the Pacific Railroad Act. Add this ingredient to the bowl already containing the previous ingredient, making sure to mix thoroughly. 
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			A Smidge of Technology and the Rise of Industrial Capitalism 

With the rise of he railroad and steel industries came the rise of industrial capitalism. Individuals such as Andrew Carnegie and JP Morgan began using practices such as horizontal and vertical integration, trusts, and other new business practices that accumulated in concentrated wealth. This also lead to the under payment of employees, formation of labor unions, and the corporation becoming the dominate form of business. A smidge of this ingredient will be sure to add some spice to your gelato! 
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			A Teaspoon of Migration and Urban America - Challenges 

During this time period cities grew rapidly, especially in the northeast and upper Midwest, and there was a sharp increase in immigration from abroad. Immigrant populations grew and cities became divided along lines of ethnicity and class. The relocated foreigners began to cluster in groups to retain familiarity, and racism and social division became a huge problem. This was evident in theories such as Nativism and Social Darwinism which focused on white, native superiority. Fold this ingredient gently into your mixture, be careful not to mix too hard as it could cause some serious conflict! 
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			A Pinch of Migration, Social Issues, and the Challenges and Positive Effects Associated

During the Gilded Age, immigration rates rose, and nativists behaviors increased. Immigrants began to become a key target of discrimination. Immigrants were often blamed for poor working conditions, low wages, and the increase in population of the lower class as they "stole factory jobs"; however, people such as Jane Addams helped these troubled foreigners by forming organizations to help the immigrants as they came to the US, such as the Hull House which offered classes to educate foreigners on American Culture/Language and provided a safe environment while they got back on their feet. Cultural changes for immigrants proved to be stressful and challenging, but they eventually prospered and gave America a new found cultural diversity. Add this into the mixture a little at a time. 
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			A Dash of Social Issues/ Debates and Reform

Issues such as Child Labor, Women's Rights, Minority and Immigration Discrimination, the Philanthropy of Industrialists and Urbanization proved taxing on the people of the Gilded Age. Child Labor was viewed as wrong and too taxing for the youth of the Gilded Age, women were tired of not being given equal opportunity even though they worked just as men, minorities were subjected to extreme racism, immigrants faced prejudice, and urbanization made cities unsanitary for living. However, reform movements/events such as the Social Gospel, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire, people such as Booker T. Washington, and organizations such as the Knights of Labor helped to ease the tension of the era and catalyze the development of new legislations to improve these issues. This final ingredient is sure to add some variety and delicious spice to your dish! 
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			Mix well, freeze until hardened and enjoy your gelato!!! 
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Encyclopedia.com
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http://www.history.com/topics/triangle-shirtwaist-fire
http://www.history.com/topics/john-pierpont-morgan
http://www.history.com/topics/knights-of-labor
http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Social_Gospel_Movement
http://www.american-historama.org/1850-1860-secession-era/bessemer-process.htm
http://cprr.org/Museum/Pacific_Railroad_Acts.html
http://www.biography.com/people/andrew-carnegie-9238756
http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/uhic/ReferenceDetailsPage/DocumentToolsPortletWindow?displayGroupName=Reference&u=alli1510&jsid=
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