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			In a small town in Ohio, a German boy by the name of Oskar Kazmaier was growing up in a new, industrial US. This new age of America, named the Gilded Age, saw the rise of industrial behemoths and the prosperity of American capitalism. Partly attributed to the rapid urbanization of cities, technological advancements produced extraordinary machines to the American masses and new, efficient, and inexpensive ways of industrial production which many young entrepreneurs capitalized on. The mass influx of immigrants, now from eastern and southern Europe, were brought over in aspiration for the American dream and so they went straight to the ever growing factories in cities to work for the new, monopolistic corporations of New America. Rapid growth of population and wealth spawned many troubles for America including corruption and deplorable social conditions. Oskar Kazmaier, an aspiring entrepreneur, will have to face this modern, industrial, American world and this is his story.
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			February 17, 1873



The weathers perfect for an adventure, sun is shining and the birds chirping. The folks around town were nice enough to wish me well on my journey to the big city. I headed down to the train station about 20 miles out of town and took a train to the fabled Pittsburgh. I've ridden on these new iron horses or trains so many times and they're still making new things such as the subway or underground railroads as I've heard. Oh the wonders that people make, just the other day I read about the train tracks being laid far out in the West and that people put there can shoot bisons just out their train windows when they like it. The determination of mankind to expand, cutting, blowing, and shoveling their way through hills and forests for the big cities and the nation as a whole. My days in the big city will soon begin and I'm hoping for the best despite this year's panic.
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			October 24, 1879

The city life is a tough one, I've gotten a job working as an accountant for a textile factory administrator and it pays well. I've gotten my own apartment room and it's cozy enough for its cramp size. I've been real busy these last couple of years I haven't been able to write in my journal and the only reason I got this out was because I've gotten a little homesick. The other day I went to buy this new telephone so I could phone home and its a wonderful piece of item. It's amazing how the US has progressed industrially especially with all these new innovations such as the telegraph & the phonograph and rapid improvement in both the iron and steel industry. It's a nice change from an agriculturally centered nation and the sprouting of factories in cities has really boosted this nation's economy. So many people moving into the cities just like me, all coming from their own little rural towns into the big city with its high rising buildings & improved infrastructure. Well I should get some sleep, tomorrow is the day I quit my job and finally start up my own business. I've heard the oil industry is pretty lucrative....

[image: ]
[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			November 17, 1883

I knew I should've gone into the steel industry, the oil business was a terrible idea. I had a good thing going till Standard Oil crept its tentacles into my business. These new industrial titans built on the suffering of its workers and the ruination of small businesses. I shouldn't criticize so much though, they have benefits for this nation such as employment and investments. With the developed of railroads and other innovations the demand for its material rose so it was inevitable that industrial corporations would rise and fulfill those demands. God knows we need more jobs what with all of these new immigrants. Don't get me wrong, I hold no hatred for these new birds it's just that their intellectual background with their language barrier is no easy challenge and the nativists going around antagonizing them isn't helping them. They bring their much needed labor and add into the culturally diverse nation of the US.
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			May 10, 1894

It's been years since I've written a log on here but something important is going to happen. I'll detail what's happened, I've joined this party, the Populist party, to fight these industrial monopolies. They're movement was to support the working class and the farmers against big, corrupt corporations such as the railroads and the oil companies. I've also adopted this new ideology called social Darwinism which implements the survival of the fittest principle to people in a more economical way. I've also started supporting women's right to vote which, I don't know why, gets a lot of hate. Sure they also advocate temperance or no alcohol, which I personally am not a firm believer in, but so what they deserve equal rights. I'm rambling though, I should just get some sleep for tomorrow; I'm joining in on this strike tomorrow led by the American Railway Union.
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