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Take a trip back to the Guilded Age!
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The most radical changing time period that you'll ever experience!
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			Why go back to the Guilded Age?

Tired of going to exotic beach destinations?
Then try traveling back in time to the Guilded Age!

During this time period you can experience immense prosperity, extreme poverty, Industrialization, political turmoil, social changes, and much more!

If you love radical change then the Guilded Age is the perfect destination for you!

Occurring right after the smoldering remains of the civil war, the Guilded Age was a time of massive change in America, bringing Economic prosperity and industrialization and a numerous amount of social and political change. However, the age is also filled with numerous issues such as corruption, poverty, and ecological impacts. The double sided age is a perfect getaway for adventurers! 
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			Explore the American Machine!

With mass migrations into industrial areas and increased efficiency and capital, you can   witness America's own Industrial Revolution.

Experience the movement of people from rural areas to urban areas in search for jobs!
You can see how America's railroad system turned the Country into one giant factory, transporting materials and people quickly and cheaply which in turn boosted the industries!

Witness the birth of Mass production!

During your visit you can experience how the industrial revolution transformed America into what it is today not only economically but also socially. It turned a mainly producer economy into a mass consumer enterprise that we see today and also created a scheduled workday. You will also be able to witness the fast paced urbanization that resulted in metropolises such as Chicago and New York City. 
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			Traveling around the Guilded Age

Traveling around the Guilded age has just been made easier and less stressful for the vacationer!
Get across the entire country with the new integrated railroad system with ease and view the majestic scenery of the American countryside. If you have more of a individualistic character, then consider getting around with the newly invented automobile. You can go almost anywhere you want to at anytime!

However, these revolutionary advances in transportation has a cost. With the railroads, the mighty buffalo have been nearly wiped out due to people hunting them down on the back of moving trains. This affected the Native American population greatly as they relied on Buffaloes for food and resources.

No need for canals!

Ditch the horse and buggy!
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			The age of corporations 

The Industrial Revolution led to the rise of industrial capitalism which had both good and bad effects. Although it increased the American economy, it also increased the power of corporations. Through a laissez faire style of capitalism, competition was ruthless. Big corporations pushed out smaller competing business through cutthroat techniques. Corporations also influenced the local and federal government greatly, often at the expense of the average worker. Workers were often faced with low pay and long hours in a dangerous environment. 

Meet the heads of corporate America:

J.P Morgan - known as the "bankers banker". Ruthless businessman that consolidated rival competitors. Often used trusts and pools.
 
Andrew Carnegie - created largest steel industry. Later became a philanthropist.

John D. Rockefeller - oil baron that used horizontal integration to eliminate competition.

Cornelius Vanderbilt - railroad tycoon. Normalized the use of steel in rails

Cutthroat techniques:

The pool- informal agreement between a group of people of a company. Kept prices high and low competition

Horizontal integration- allying with competitors to monopolize a given market.

Trusts- stockholders assign stocks to the board of trust. Killed of companies not in the trust.
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			Visit the new Urban America!

Visit the rapidly growing urban centers of America!  With over 5 million immigrants flowing from Europe and Asia, the cities became a giant melting pot of cultures. Major urban areas such as Chicago and New York City often had large communities of "Little Italys and Little Polands".

However the cities could not keep up with the influx of migrants. Crime rates rose sharply and the city infrastructure simply couldn't support the exponentially growing population. Cities became known for their filth and unsanitary conditions. Inequality between the rich and poor inhabitants emerged. While the rich lived in green suburbs, the working class(especially foreign immigrants) lived in dire slums. The working class often lived in tenements, with multiple families crammed into one floor.
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			Urban Social changes!



As more of the American population began to reside in cities instead of the country, social changes were inevitable. The population soon became mass consumers, constantly buying cheap, mass produced products that weren't available back in the farms. This lead to the rise of Department stores. Daily lives were influenced by scheduled workdays instead of the rural farm schedule. Religion also started to decline in the urban jungles as the population became more and more secular. 

Get to experience the complete social change of the Guilded Age!

See how we became daily commuters!

Visit the newly created nightlife of the urban areas!
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			Be apart of social reform!

As you have seen, The Guilded age was filled with numerous issues. Calls for reform naturally arose addressing issues from corruption to temperance. These reform movements addressed the problems of the Guilded age and was a precedent for the progressive era in the early 1900s.

Reform movements to participate in:

[image: ]
Temperance Movement- advocated the ban of alcohol as many reformers believed that it was the cause of many issues
Women's Suffrage- advocated women's right to vote. Most notable organization was the National American Women Suffrage Association.
Social Gospel- used Christianity to advocate reform movements. This was also an attempt to promote religion in urban areas
Populist Party- fought to break powers of traditional parties and corporations. Advocated direct democracy, labor reform, government regulation of railroads and more.
Labor Unions- fought for better working conditions, higher wages, and better health benefits. Most notable labor union was the American Federation of Labor.


There are countless more reform movements which could fill up a entire chapter of an AP US History textbook(16th edition). To experience more reform movements, travel to the Guilded Age!
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