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			Now I know what you might be thinking: "This is a children's book because it has a cute goose and a crayon on the front." False. Geese are not "cute" (for proof, reference the pictures and audio file on the page). These creatures, though attractive and peaceful on the outside, at any moment have the potential to be the most vicious beings in the animal kingdom, and this dark side of geese is shown in the pages that follow. This is a collection of short stories that reference a period known as the "Gilded Age" not suited for those under the age of 13. 

WARNING:
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Context to the Gilded Age:

America. 1865. The failures of Reconstruction have begun to foreshadow its subsequent downfall and many look for a way to simply get past the great national divide. Many wonder, "how will this once great nation ever thrive again?" Poor southerners still work to rebuild their cities that were turned to rubble in the Civil War. Former slaves have been left wondering what all their freedom actually means, struggling to overcome the black codes that continue to hold them back from the freedom that they've been promised. Congress can hardly maintain order, for many southerners and many northerners are still divided on the key issues that divided them before the war. President Lincoln's assassination has left Andrew Johnson the presidency, and he is widely hated throughout the north and in the Republican Party. Carpetbaggers and scalawags, who have held their own selfish and greedy motives during Reconstruction, are at the forefront of governmental and economic corruption. Despite all these problems, the US population continues to grow in great leaps and bounds, but the nation has trouble supporting its own inhabitants. New industries are beginning to form, however, that could change the nation forever.

This is the state that America found itself going into the Gilded Age. The following stories* take place between 1865 and 1898.



*The stories that follow are only based on the events during the Gilded Age. Geese weren't actually productive members of American society.... they were just geese.


Yes. You heard correctly. That's a goose, and it's hissing. Pretty freaky stuff.


			

		

	
		
			Now I know what you might be thinking: "This is a children's book because it has a cute goose and a crayon on the front." False. Geese are not "cute" (for proof, reference the pictures and audio file on the page). These creatures, though attractive and peaceful on the outside, at any moment have the potential to be the most vicious beings in the animal kingdom, and this dark side of geese is shown in the pages that follow. This is a collection of short stories that reference a period known as the "Gilded Age" not suited for those under the age of 13. 

WARNING:

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
Context to the Gilded Age:

America. 1865. The failures of Reconstruction have begun to foreshadow its subsequent downfall and many look for a way to simply get past the great national divide. Many wonder, "how will this once great nation ever thrive again?" Poor southerners still work to rebuild their cities that were turned to rubble in the Civil War. Former slaves have been left wondering what all their freedom actually means, struggling to overcome the black codes that continue to hold them back from the freedom that they've been promised. Congress can hardly maintain order, for many southerners and many northerners are still divided on the key issues that divided them before the war. President Lincoln's assassination has left Andrew Johnson the presidency, and he is widely hated throughout the north and in the Republican Party. Carpetbaggers and scalawags, who have held their own selfish and greedy motives during Reconstruction, are at the forefront of governmental and economic corruption. Despite all these problems, the US population continues to grow in great leaps and bounds, but the nation has trouble supporting its own inhabitants. New industries are beginning to form, however, that could change the nation forever.

This is the state that America found itself going into the Gilded Age. The following stories* take place between 1865 and 1898.



*The stories that follow are only based on the events during the Gilded Age. Geese weren't actually productive members of American society.... they were just geese.


Yes. You heard correctly. That's a goose, and it's hissing. Pretty freaky stuff.


			

		

	
		
			Technology and the Industrial Revolution:

During the Gilded Age, America was also in a period known as the "Technological Revolution" or the "2nd Industrial Revolution". This period of rapid industrialization was kickstarted by the introduction of new technologies, along with the pairing of preexisting technologies with new advancements in manufacturing and production. At the forefront of the economic and industrial growth was the goose population in the United States. The geese proved to be excellent entrepreneurs, and through their efforts the U.S. became a nation of corporations. 


In previous centuries, people had mostly worked for themselves or for small companies. However, during the Gilded Age, vast industries were born from technological advancements, spurring the foundation of many corporations that served as figureheads for their industries. These geese-run corporations also led the charge of the industrial revolution by boosting U.S. markets and bringing in copious amounts of money, thus pushing the U.S. into the position of the largest integrated national market in the world. 
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Therefore, if you give a goose a Gilded Age, the goose will use technology to create massive industries and will subsequently launch an Industrial Revolution.
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			During the Gilded Age, the Goose Railroad Association that had been founded prior to the Civil War began flourishing as it connected East and West. As one of the nation's largest businesses, the GRA employed more people than any other industry. The railroad business was the maker of millionaires, but this vast wealth associated with the business came at a price. As railroads sprung up, forests were cut down by money hungry geese that rushed the lumber to settlers so that they could build houses. As the railroads expanded, more money was made, more people migrated west, and more lumber was needed to house these people.Towns grew as the railroads did, and as people expanded and  spread west, they began to flatten the land so that they could support themselves through agricultural practices. 


Advances in Transportation and its Effect on the Environment:

Railroads also served to open up the vast natural resources of the West, and previously untouched mines began producing enough raw materials to make the U.S. the largest integrated national market in the world.
However, railroads didn't only open up the West to the mining industry. As settlers spread, with them they brought range-fed cattle which began to displace buffalo, which were also hunted to near extinction. 










In the end, the railroad business that the geese started flourished, but it flourished at a price. The geese were given a large market and vast open territory, but in order to keep the market alive, they had to bring in settlers that took advantage of the natural resources in the territory. Therefore, if you give a goose a Gilded Age, the goose will make great developments in transportation, but these advances may likely have a negative effect on the environment.
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			Technology and the Rise of Industrial Capitalism:

During the Gilded Age, new technologies opened up many new business opportunities to the entrepreneurial geese of the time. The introduction of the Bessemer Process of refining iron to form steel fueled the steel industry, just as the introduction of ore-breaking machinery fueled the mining industry and the introduction of oil wells fueled the oil industry. However, as these brand new industries began to boom, few laws were already in place that could regulate businesses. This created a laissez-faire-type economy, and industrial capitalism skyrocketed. Several key geese began to take control of their industries, and since the government was very minimally involved in the affairs of business-geese, these key geese began to hold private ownership of much of the nation's wealth. 


Because of the actions of the few very powerful industrial geese, industrial capitalism began to rise. Geese started single-handedly finding themselves with private control of industries, something rarely seen in the previous centuries of homemade goods. Therefore, if you give a goose a Gilded Age, the goose will use new technology and infant industries to spark a rise in industrial capitalism.

They did this through several processes. For example, the widely known steel king, Andrew Carnegeese, pioneered the tactic known as vertical integration in which he created an organization that controlled all the aspects of the production of steel. By doing this, Carnegeese removed middlemen, increased efficiency, and made A LOT of money. Another goose by the name of John D. Rockefowller used a business strategy known as horizontal integration in which he monopolized the oil industry by buying out his competitors or simply running them out of business. By doing this, Rockefowller eliminated competition, gained almost complete control of the oil industry, and (like Carnegeese) made A LOT of money. 
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			Migration and Urban America:

During the Gilded Age, as modern industries began to boom, focus of the nations economy shifted from agricultural to industrial. This created a massive amount of industrial jobs, mainly in cities and urban centers, and to fill these jobs and survive in the changing economy, many moved from the rural farm life to the urban factory life. Migrants found work in goose-run factories that produced anything from clothes to steel. However, they soon found that factory jobs paid little and many migrants were forced to live in crowded tenements* and slums. They also found that there was a massive divide between the employees/workers and the employers/geese, and that while they were living in filthy conditions with a minuscule paycheck, the geese often took home a very sizable portion of the company's profit.


Another problem that city dwellers faced was that cities were often unprepared for the massive growth that they faced due to the Industrial Revolution. Although cities boasted skyscrapers, elevators, trolleys and subways, electricity, massive department stores, and countless other dazzling introductions to everyday life, residents of cities often had to deal with impure water, uncollected garbage, animal waste, and criminals. 
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Therefore, if you give a goose a Gilded Age, the goose will form corporations that supply jobs to many in urban centers, but it will likely pay its workers poorly and cause an influx in tenements and slums. Also, the jobs that it offers will cause massive amounts urban growth, and while this will lead to some very beneficial improvements in everyday life, city dwellers will be forced to deal with the filth that springs from unpreparedness.
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*For a better understanding of tenement life, click here. The video attached shows images from cities around the Gilded Age time period (the entire video is just pictures, so feel no need to watch it in its entirety).
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			Migration and Social and Cultural Changes:

During the Gilded Age, as many people migrated away from the life of agriculture and towards the life of industry, societal and cultural changes naturally came about. Before the geese-led industrial revolution, people (mainly those living in the country) generally produced little waste. Leftover food was given to animals, and worn clothing was mended for reuse. However, as people moved to the cities, waste began piling up. No animals were readily available for the cleanup of food scraps, and quickly changing fashions caused more and more clothes to be thrown away. This represented a shift from a thrift-culture to a consumer-culture. 
The industrial society of the Gilded Age also made family life harder. Families, separated from relatives and alone in the cities, were put under a lot of stress. This launched a so-called "era of divorce" which greatly changed the social landscape of the U.S. Families were also pushed to be smaller, for while more children meant more help in the agricultural past, more children now meant more mouths to feed and less space in the already crowded tenements. This economic pressure along with increased methods of birth control lowered birth rates and shrank family size.

As women began working in the urban environment of cities, they became much more independent. They also began to attain more rights and the feminist voice was beginning to be heard by men. This led to the suffrage movements of the Gilded Age and eventually to the passage of the 19th amendment later in the 20th century. As a whole, the migration from rural to urban likely helped women more than it hurt them, for they were allowed more responsibility, more rights,  and more independence.
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The industries run by the geese are what brought people to the cities, and this migration was the main driving force behind social and cultural changes of the Gilded Age. Therefore, if you give a goose a Gilded Age, the goose will create large corporations that supply jobs to many people and cause a migration from rural to urban, and this migration will cause some challenges, but it will also cause some very important social and cultural changes, some of which will have very positive effects later on in history.
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			Social Issues and Debates:

During the Gilded Age, the U.S. still had quite a few problems that Americans sought to deal with. These problems sprouted from various sources such as continuing post-Civil War tensions and monopolistic industries. 
One social issue up for debate during this time period was the rights and necessary protections of free blacks. Blacks at this point still found themselves with very few rights (especially in the South where there were "black codes" that specifically restricted the rights of blacks). Feeble attempts came from Congress to guarantee rights (that were supposed to be protected by constitutional amendments) to blacks, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1875, but these attempts proved quite futile. Any hope of productive reform fell largely on men such as Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois. While Washington pushed for improvements in education for blacks before social equality, Du Bois believed that social equality should be an immediate goal of black reformers. Their efforts during the Gilded Age were just the beginning of a long and drawn out civil rights movement that carried on well into the 20th Century.


A more prominent social issue that plagued the public was that massive corporations were monopolizing industries and markets and taking advantage of the public and of the working class. An early instance of this was seen in the railroad industry, in which the Goose Railroad Association had cornered the market and now had the power to change prices with ease. The public, hurt by the spiked prices, demanded reform, but reform proved slow. Early on in the Gilded Age, the GRA had deep ties within Congress, and corrupt congressmen that benefitted from high rates saw no reason to limit the power of the GRA. However, in 1887, Congress took a major step towards railroad reform by passing the Interstate Commerce Act. It limited the power of railroads, but it was just a step in the right direction, and in no way was it fully effective. It was, however, Congress' first attempt to regulate big businesses, and it led to several very successful future reforms. More attempts to break up similar monopolies came later on in the form of more congressional acts.
Another instance of big business reform came in the form of labor unions. Many big businesses during the Gilded Age were found to pay their workers quite poorly for long hours of dangerous work, and workers eventually decided that enough was enough. In attempts to raise pay, lessen hours, and ensure more protection, agencies such as the National Labor Union, the Knights of Labor, and the American Federation of Labor were formed.
Therefore, if you give a goose a Gilded Age, the goose will form corporations that will employ many people, but will treat many of these workers quite poorly. These people along with the general public will eventually go against the monopolistic goose-run corporations and call for reform in big businesses. 
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			Final Note*:

Although geese, in this book, are portrayed in a villainous and evil role, it should be completely understood that not all geese are bad. The stories told simply portray the mean geese out there, not the goose population as a whole. To prove this point, here are some pictures of nice geese. Enjoy!
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*This "note" has nothing to do with the actual plot of the book, and isn't really connected to it at all. It's kind of just an excuse to put some pictures of happy geese in the book.
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// Top-level object containing some core constants providing information about the environment.
var iBook = {};
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iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD = 10;

iBook.handleLink = function (e)
{
    var link = e.target.getAttribute(iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE);
    if (link)
    {
        e.preventDefault();
        window.location.href = link;
    }
}

iBook.getEventClientX = function (event) {
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1) {
        // Touch interface
        return event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX;
    }
    else {
        // Desktop interface
        return event.clientX;
    }
}

iBook.getEventClientY = function (event) {
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1) {
        // Touch interface
        return event.changedTouches.item(0).clientY;
    }
    else {
        // Desktop interface
        return event.clientY;
    }
}

/* ==================== BASE CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksBaseController()
{    
    // Set true for an onscreen log
    if (false)
    {
        var logArea = document.createElement("textarea");
        logArea.id = "logArea";
        logArea.style.position = "absolute";
        logArea.style.bottom = "5px";
        logArea.style.left = "5px";
        logArea.style.width = "420px";
        logArea.style.height = "150px";
        logArea.style.zIndex = 4000;
        var body = document.getElementById("main");
        body.appendChild(logArea);
        
        iBook.log = function (msg) {
            var logArea = document.getElementById("logArea");
            if (!msg) msg = "null";
            logArea.value = msg + "\n" + logArea.value;
        };
    }
    else
    {
        iBook.log = function (msg) {};
    }    
    
    this.media = new iBooksMediaController();
    this.link = new iBooksLinkController();
}

// On DOM content loaded, instantiate the iBook base controller
window.addEventListener("DOMContentLoaded", function() {
    window.iBookController = new iBooksBaseController();
}, false);

/* ==================== ELEMENT PROTOTYPE ADDITIONS ==================== */

// Indicates whether the element has a given class name within its <code>class</code> attribute.
Element.prototype.hasClassName = function (className)
{
    return new RegExp('(?:^|\\s+)' + className + '(?:\\s+|$)').test(this.className);
}

// Adds the given class name to the element's <code>class</code> attribute if it's not already there.
Element.prototype.addClassName = function (className)
{
    if (!this.hasClassName(className))
    {
        this.className = [this.className, className].join(' ');
        return true;
    }
    else
    {
        return false;
    }
}

// Removes the given class name from the element's <code>class</code> attribute if it's there.
Element.prototype.removeClassName = function (className)
{
    if (this.hasClassName(className))
    {
        var curClasses = this.className;
        this.className = curClasses.replace(new RegExp('(?:^|\\s+)' + className + '(?:\\s+|$)', 'g'), ' ');
        return true;
    }
    return false;
}

// Adds or removes the given class name from the element's <code>class</code> attribute based on a condition. If no
// condition is set, the class will be added if it is not already present and removed if it is.
Element.prototype.toggleClassName = function (className, condition)
{
    if (condition == null)
    {
        condition = !this.hasClassName(className);
    }
    this[condition ? 'addClassName' : 'removeClassName'](className);
}

/* ==================== LINK CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksLinkController()
{
    // <img data-bookcreator-link="page002.xhtml" .../> or <img data-bookcreator-link="http://www.google.com" .../>
    var imgElements = document.documentElement.getElementsByTagName("img");
    
    for (var i = 0, max = imgElements.length; i < max; i++)
    {
        var img = imgElements[i];
        var link = img.getAttribute(iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE);
        if (link)
        {
            // iBook.log("adding image click:" + link);
            img.addEventListener("click", iBook.handleLink, false);
        }
    }
}

/* ==================== MEDIA CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksMediaController()
{
    this.allMedia = [];

    var audioElements = document.querySelectorAll(iBook.MEDIA_BASE_CSS_SELECTOR + "-audio");

    if (audioElements) {
        for (var i = audioElements.length - 1; i >= 0; i--) {
            this.allMedia.push(new iBooksAudioController(audioElements[i]));
        }        
    }
    
    var videoElements = document.documentElement.getElementsByTagName("video");
    
    for (var i = 0, max = videoElements.length; i < max; i++) {
        this.allMedia.push(new iBooksVideoController(videoElements[i]));
    }
}

/* ==================== VIDEO CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksVideoController(element)
{    
    this.media = element;
    this.media.addEventListener("play", this, false);
}

iBooksVideoController.prototype.pause = function()
{    
    this.media.pause();
}

iBooksVideoController.prototype.handleEvent = function(event)
{
    if (event.type == "play") {
        // iBooks will stop any other media automatically
        // but let's also call pause() on each item to reset the UI
        
        var allMedia = iBookController.media.allMedia;
        
        for (var i = 0, max = allMedia.length; i < max; i++) {
            if (allMedia[i].media != this.media) {
                allMedia[i].pause();
            }
        }
    }
}

/* ==================== AUDIO CONTROLLER ==================== */
/**
 *  This is called when we've found a valid iBooks audio HTML element.
 *  
 *  By default, audio will pause itself on touch, then resume playing when touched again.
 *  To reset the audio track, include the HTML attribute <code>iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_RESET_ATTRIBUTE</code>
 *  and set the value to equal to <code>true<code>.
 *
 *  For example:
 *  <div class="ibooks-media-audio" data-ibooks-audio-src="audio/src.m4a">Play audio</div>
 *
 *  @property {Object} element The required object to instantiate the <code>iBooksAudioController</code>
 */
function iBooksAudioController(element)
{    
    // iBook.log("iBooksAudioController construction:" + element);
    
    this.el = element;
    this.el.addEventListener(iBook.START_EVENT, this, false);
    this.src = this.el.getAttribute(iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_SOURCE_ATTRIBUTE);
    this.resetAudioOnPlay = false; // For future maybe
    this.setAudio();
}

// Creates a new audio element, set the source, then load it.
iBooksAudioController.prototype.setAudio = function()
{    
    this.media = new Audio();
    this.media.src = this.src;
    this.media.addEventListener("ended", this, false);      
    document.documentElement.appendChild(this.media);
}

iBooksAudioController.prototype.play = function()
{
    var allMedia = iBookController.media.allMedia;
    
    for (var i = 0, max = allMedia.length; i < max; i++) {
        allMedia[i].pause();
    }
        
    if (this.resetAudioOnPlay) {
        // Remove the existing element to prevent duplicates.
        document.documentElement.removeChild(this.media);
        this.setAudio();
    }
    
    this.el.addClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
    this.media.play();
}

iBooksAudioController.prototype.pause = function()
{
    this.media.pause();
    this.el.removeClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
};

// When the audio ends, remove its active class
iBooksAudioController.prototype.ended = function()
{
    this.el.removeClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
}

/**
 *  On touch start, add an event listener for touch end. Store the
 *  touch start X, Y coordinates for later use.
 */
iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchStart = function(event)
{
//    iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchStart");
    
    this.startX = iBook.getEventClientX(event);
    this.startY = iBook.getEventClientY(event);
    window.addEventListener(iBook.END_EVENT, this, false);
}

/**
 *  On touch end, remove our event listeners. Determine if the user action was a 
 *  tap, or gesture; if the action was a tap then add <code>iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS</code>
 *  to the body class and prevent default. Otherwise, allow iBooks to handle the event.
 */
iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchEnd = function(event)
{
    /*
    iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchEnd");
    
    iBook.log("event.pageX=" + event.pageX);
    iBook.log("event.clientX=" + event.clientX);
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1)
        iBook.log("event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX=" + event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX);
    */
    
    window.removeEventListener(iBook.END_EVENT, this, false);
    
    this.xTap = (Math.abs(this.startX - iBook.getEventClientX(event)) < iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD);
    this.yTap = (Math.abs(this.startY - iBook.getEventClientY(event)) < iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD);
    
    if (this.xTap && this.yTap) {
        event.preventDefault();
        if (this.media.paused)
            this.play();
        else
            this.pause();
    }
}

// Event triage.
iBooksAudioController.prototype.handleEvent = function(event)
{
    // iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.handleEvent:" + event.type);

    switch(event.type){
        case iBook.START_EVENT:
            this.touchStart(event);
            break;
        case iBook.END_EVENT:
            this.touchEnd(event);
            break;
        case "ended":
            this.ended();
            break;
    }
}
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