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			In the years following the Civil War
America's economies and industries began to soar
Creating an age of new opportunities 
And cities full of diverse communities
The nation was trying to mend what was torn
and the Gilded Age was born.
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			The nation was dominated by businesses 
And the government served as witnesses
Congressmen served the wealthy
It was corrupt, but left the economy healthy
The working force grew at a fast rate
But new immigrants were greeted with hate
The Gilded Age had now begun
The following years would be just as fun! 


[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			The transportation revolution began to take place
Laying railroad tracks became an arms race
Canals were created to make new waterways
They cut down shipping times for days
Turnpikes were later introduced
Americans had to pay for their use
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			Steel processing expanded and improved 
To the west by rail, people began to move
Rail gauges began to be standardized 
Which linked gauges and connected lines
The Transcontinental Railroad was created
And the Transportation Revolution was further accelerated.
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			Capitalism was on the rise
Business owners had their eyes on one prize
Railroad tycoons favored laissez faire 
Where government interference was barely there
The U.S. became the largest industrial nation
Largely thanks to Carnegie, Rockefeller, and Morgan's creations
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			Andrew Carnegie invented vertical integration
A process that controlled products from the root of their formation 
John D. Rockefeller was a fan of monopolies
Which made up horizontal integration, his coveted policy 
Private businesses were given more freedom
To make the most money they each devised their own idea
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			The rise of businesses led industrialism to blossom 
New inventions began to solve old problems
Transportation allowed for new resources to be gained
Which allowed the production of goods to be unrestrained
Telephones, automobiles, and aeroplanes were created
Allowing for the second industrial revolution to be further activated
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			Cities became a home for larger factories
Which was powered by newfound machinery 
Patents issued for new products were at a record high
Due to the new inventions taking flight
New immigrants provided a large work force
To help the factory growth taking course
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			Towns and cities sprang up at railroad stops
Often serving many product shops
Urban America grew at an alarming rate
The new jobs served the population as bait
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			Cities were not fit for the growing population
There were many problems with housing and sanitation 
Due to over crowding, disease swept through the slums
25% of babies in cities died before the age of one
Poverty provided a hub for gangs and crime
Which emphasized the problem during the time
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			Housing in urban areas began to grow up with more levels
Tenement houses were where people began to settle
New immigrants began to cluster in together
Specific areas in the city became their shelter
Many people were just there for the jobs and wages
And hopes that the factories would help in their cases
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			The altered population led to social and cultural changes
Which started in the city and spread to other places
The age of consumers was introduced 
And department stores were brought up with a boost
The cost of living decreased
While the life expectancy of the population increased
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			Women began to have more jobs and attended college 
It was common for them to acquire more specialized knowledge
Vaudeville, spectator sports, and fairs were the new form of entertainment 
Men shifted from manual labor to office work for payment 
Yellow journalism or exaggerated headlines were published 
High standards of living for the wealthy were established 
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			The new social changes did occur not without debates
One of which were immigrants being hard to assimilate 
Settlement houses were opened to help the new comers
Unfortunately this rose nativism in Americans and others
Fresh out of the Civil war led to large amounts of racism
And the newly emancipated blacks were subject to criticism 
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			The controversial topic of child labor also rose during the time 
Even though working conditions were not sublime
The gap between social classes became larger
And the fight for women's suffrage grew further
Women also began to work outside of the home
Away from the pervious social stereotypes did they roam
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			The Gilded Age brought many new events
And was also the time of the forgotten presidents
Overall, America took strides
The growing nation mended its divides
Nevertheless the nation prospered for years to come
As the growth of the U.S. was far from done. 
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