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			Context 

     America had just gotten out of a war with itself. They were going through economic troubles. Because of the economy things also suffered with society, politics, and the government. Reform was needed for America to bounce back from its war. We needed changes, we needed black suffrage, women's rights, prohibition, jobs for women with fair pay. America was in need of a change, a great change, we need to flip ourselves around become better and stronger. The struggles of America were great and increasing they needed to be subdued. America needed help. 
     Immigrants felt that they could come to America for better things, a better life, amd opportunities. Their life may have been better in America and worse where they came from but Americans were not used to the way their wife was becoming. They were used to "better". 
     They didn't want change and they didn't accept it especially the south with black suffrage and black freedom. At this time it felt as if America was on different sides of the earth, complete opposite's, separate. Much was needed to change America and turn them around for better. 
     Many significant figures popped up to help this change, encourage it, and enforce it. Many inventors helped America improve technologically. This advancement increased Americas change.
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			June 20, 1865

Dear Aunt Mal, 

        Life in the city is no better than the fields. There are still struggles and yet the struggles are not similar. We live in swamps. There's no room to breathe. The air is full of smog from the factory's. Children that play in the streets have very little clothes and are very skinny to the point you can see the outline of their bones. 

       The work here is abundant because people lose their jobs at a steady rate. Many end up having medical problems 

that inhibit them from work: children lose fingers, men die from working twelve hour shifts, women drop at a steady rate because they have to go back to helping around the house. 

With love, 
Your nephew Thomas 
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Picture of city life
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Letter written to an aunt by the nephew after getting sent to work in the city
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			November 27, 1871

Dearest Father, 

     It's winter and I am in dire need of clothes. Being a farm worker is not easy. The pay is not steady and the necessities not provided. We must fend for our selves and we don't have support from our employers, the farm owner.

     Although we don't get much for pay, our bosses get their share from the railroad companies. In this sense we are a lot like factory workers: we do the work and the supervisor gets the money. 

     Sometimes I am required to ride with the cargo to its destination; however, most of the times I'm in the field. I don't have steady instructions I have to be where no one else is and do the job that isn't getting done. I fell like working in the field has more benefits than riding with the cargo although the cargo does have some positive additions. 

Much love from your son, 
John Tilld 
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Letter written to a father by the son after getting sent to work on a farm. 
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			Subject: It's Been Hard 


Date: January 11, 1896

     My parents have this rule in the house that when you come of the age (13) you must start helping pay for food and other necessities. That day for me came about a week ago. I've had to drop school to compensate for the hours my new job demands. I just hope things could get better for my last two siblings. Two more years for little Abby which means she probably won't experience much better benefits but Benny may have a chance he's only eight now. 

     I almost got fired yesterday for "my incompetence." My parents would not have been happy. They tell me we have it pretty good because some families have their children that are the same age as Benny working. Although I don't see how missing out on my writing class is having it good. 

     I love writing and ever sense I've had to work I've not been able to write as much as I want. It's been a week and this is the first time I've actually gotten to sit down and spill out my thoughts. Sometimes I wish I could write for days and let my imagination flow onto the page like Niagara does into the river. However, as my parents say writing is not a steady job like working in the factory. 
     
     I need to get to sleep I have another twelve hour shift tomorrow and I think my parents want me to work over time. 
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A journal entry (written via typewriter)
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Picture of a young kid working in a factory 
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			April 18, 1872
To My Dearest Love, 

     Being away from you is the highest form of torture but I know that my being away gives you a better life and our little one on the way. These last few weeks have been tough. I have to wake up early, work late, and with only a few breaks. One of which I am taking right now to write this letter. 
     Knowing that this railroad will bring us money and others food, clothes, and whiskey brings me great hope. I have two reasons to work my hardest and fastest: to get home to you, and give us a better life.

     It is beautiful to see the country become more modern. To see this land be used for more than just crops and herds. To see this peace of land change before my very eyes. To hear men work for something together but with different motivations. To smell the sweat of a hard days work. To feel the the grime of a new life headed my way. 
     However, none of these beauties can come close to yours. None of these sights and smells and feels can compare to the loss I experience when I don't wake up to you near me. None of the riches I gain from this job can be greater or better than what I have at home waiting for me: a wife and a child on the way. 

With much love Emmy your husband, 
Mitch
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Picture of a train built in rural land 
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A love letter with insight of urbanization 
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Image of a steam boat

Journal entry written by a young man going to visit some distant relatives

Subject: Visiting 

Date: August 27, 1895

     Headed to see the family tomorrow. My mom has been nagging me for a while to go and visit them. I've not really wanted to knowing about the unpredictability of steam boats. 

Which seem to be the fastest mode of travel to my relatives. 

     After finding out about James Watt and the improvements he's helped make in steam engines I agreed to this visit. Jame Watt died a while ago but there are a few works about him that informed me on his accomplishments. 

     I love to read and my mother knowing this decided to get me some literature on how much steam engines have improved. I found out that there is actually another man that started/inspired Watt. Thomas Newcomer came up with the first practical steam engine and helped the productivity of them. These two men helped me get over the fear I had of steam boats. 
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			Newspaper excerpt about new inventions 
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Inventions of Today 

People use to grow their own crops, raise their own live stock, make their own clothes, build their own furniture with their own tools. People use to be independent and selfless. People use to know what struggle is and how hard work really does pay off. Now we have machines doing our work and we don't have anything to do except find new ways to do less. 

The previous is true but there is more to 

inventions than what the outside presents. There's beauty and meaning behind the little items we use. Someone had to use their mind to come up with an object that could change the lives of commoners. 

With out these inventions we would not be able to express our selves the way typewriters let us. We would not 

be able to travers the waters in nearly half the time or less the way steam ships and canals let us. We would not have an abundance of foods that the plow assists in. We would not be able to have mounds of clothes which the cotton gin and spinning wheel help with. 

Not only do these inventions make our lives easier but they help in the progression of  assimilating blacks and women into society. With out these advancements blacks would still be need to tend to the fields and women would not get a chance to make clothes for all of society.


Date of publication: June 5, 1899
Author: Johnny Buchum 
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			May 3, 1886
My sweat brother, 

     Phill I cannot express to you how much the train has helped Jack and me with our relationship. Not only do we get to see each other more often now but we get more time to be with each other. I do wish you could be here to experience this new transportation with me. It still sadness me that you left this life so soon. My only coping mechanism is to write to you as if you were still here so that is what I am doing. 

    Trains have become more adamant to every day life. Not only are they used to sends good and supplies across the country but they lend a hand to those traveling and on the road. This new metal beast is just what we Americans needed. 

There are of course down sides with this mode of transportation: safety and price. Railroads, as with anything, still have some advancements to work out in safety. For one thing these contraptions travel much to fast which is good for timing reasons but terrible for safety. The price is a problem because the cost to ride a train is much to high. With the wages I get from my secretary job I don't usually have enough for more than one trip every few months. 

I miss you, 
Elly 
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A letter to a brother from a sister addressing trains as transportation 

Picture of a train 


			

		

	
		
			May 3, 1886
My sweat brother, 

     Phill I cannot express to you how much the train has helped Jack and me with our relationship. Not only do we get to see each other more often now but we get more time to be with each other. I do wish you could be here to experience this new transportation with me. It still sadness me that you left this life so soon. My only coping mechanism is to write to you as if you were still here so that is what I am doing. 

    Trains have become more adamant to every day life. Not only are they used to sends good and supplies across the country but they lend a hand to those traveling and on the road. This new metal beast is just what we Americans needed. 

There are of course down sides with this mode of transportation: safety and price. Railroads, as with anything, still have some advancements to work out in safety. For one thing these contraptions travel much to fast which is good for timing reasons but terrible for safety. The price is a problem because the cost to ride a train is much to high. With the wages I get from my secretary job I don't usually have enough for more than one trip every few months. 

I miss you, 
Elly 

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
A letter to a brother from a sister addressing trains as transportation 

Picture of a train 


			

		

	
		
			September 7, 1894
Dear Toby, 

     Your visit last week was much appreciated; it was refreshing to catch up. My wife was wanting me to find out if you wanted to do it again sometime next month. You can bring your kids I'm sure Bill jr. and Meg would love to see them. 

     I noticed you got one of those contraptions people are talking about. Is it as efficient as people are making it out to be? What are they calling them? Automobile? Well it sure was a sight. I'm glad you are getting along and making progress from when we were younger. 

Sincerely, 
Bill 

September 11, 1894
Dear Bill, 

     I'm very happy we could make it. It would be a pleasure to have dinner with y'all again next month. I would be honored to bring my children; they need more exposure to children their age. 

     Yes I did get a automobile. This new mode of transportation is a life saver. I no longer have to take the train as much. This vehicle saves be tons of money that I can now use for food. Not only does it save money but it's way more efficient. Although it's not the safest it gets me where I need to go at a reasonable pace. 

Sincerely,
Toby
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Picture of one of the first cars 

A pair of letters sent to friends 
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			Newspaper article never been published 
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Steam Boats 
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Due to the knowledge and research of Thomas Newcomer and James Watt the people of America are safer in the travel by steamboat. We can rest assured that travel by steamboat will be more efficient and time manageable. Through these two incredible men travel on waters by steamboat has been modified for the safety of people.

Steamboats throughout history have been known to blow up. Newcomer and Watt have improved this flaw through  their studies, ideas, and technological changes of the steamboat. Families can visit friends easily and speedily through the use of steamboats. 

With the knew knowledge that their travel will be safe citizens are becoming more accustomed to using this mode of travel.  Not only does the steamboat provide human transportation but also grants farmers and businessmen the ability to ship their goods quicker. 

The efficiency of this machine is resent in everyday life, shown in the clothes you wear and the food you eat. Without this invention and improvements of this invention Americans would still be struggling with transportation. 
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			February 23, 1881
Dear Milly, 

I am so glad you made it to America safely. I find it sad that you had to leave your life for economic reasons. I hope there are better opportunities in your new country 

As you know, my brother left a few months ago for similar reasons, but he has told me that life is better in America, but not perfect. He's accused of many crimes because he is a newcomer and has not established many ties. He says life is hard but better than it was. 

He can now feed his family and support himself 

I hope that what you are seeking is found and that life gives you what you need. I may move over there one day, but for now I must stay in my home country. My children are too young to make the trip but yours I'm sure are able to handle the stress. 

With love, 
Your friend, 
Harriet
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Image of immigrants to America 

A letter to a friend revealing reasons for migration
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			Dear Harriet, 

My life here is much better than it was. Women have job opportunities and my children can get an education. However, like everything, there is a downside. We are not equals, we are not seen as Americans, or as they like to call it "one of them".  Food is more prominent here than there, but we do not get the same opportunities as "Real Americans".

At the border we were searched and prodded like a pin cushion, not a very friendly welcome, but can't complain when it could be worse. As you know, I would love for you to come. It would make the transition easier to know someone. 

With love, 
Your Friend, 
Milly

Letter to a friend revealing the effects of immigration 
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			Social issues addressed
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			Dear Men of the Senate: 

     As many know, women's rights is a cause for which to fight. There are many social issues going on currently. However, I feel that women will be a solution to the problems not a hindrance. 
     Women should be allowed to vote for those who will run the lives of their family. Women should receive the same pay for the same amount of work as men. Problems in the home are not from women but because of the man. The issues of today can be solved one woman at a time. 
     I am fighting for the rights of thousands of women. America is perceived by many as the 

land of opportunity, but only for men. Women have no opportunity. We are stuck in the view that we should stay at home to care for the children. But what you don't understand is that families do not have enough money made by the man to keep their children alive; therefore, if the children are not alive, what is the woman supposed to stay home for? 
     We need work. We need fair pay, We need suffrage. And we need equality. 

Sincerely, 
Harriet Beecher Stowe
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Letter addressing women's rights (ATTENTION: this was not actually written by Harriet Beecher Stowe)
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Picture showing one thing in women's rights 
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			He came home today drunk. Again. 

We don't have enough money to pay the bills and feed our 8 children, and he wastes what we do have on alcohol. The kids need shoes, clothes and hot meals. There is no money for any of this, only his alcohol. 

When will this nightmare end? I don't know how much more I can take before I lose it. He is becoming more violent. Yesterday he threw a pot at me because it was empty. How am I supposed to cook food that we have no money to buy? 



He won't let me get a job because he thinks I am not taking care of the children enough. He blames me for their malnutrition. 

One day my sister will come and take me away from all this. The kids and I will go someplace safe and manage to make a life for ourselves. 

I've always loved the outdoors, maybe we'll get a cottage in the woods. 

Subject: Alcohol runs my life


Date: March 30, 1895

Journal entry revealing the problems with alcohol 
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Cartoon displaying violence in the home
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He won't let me get a job because he thinks I am not taking care of the children enough. He blames me for their malnutrition. 

One day my sister will come and take me away from all this. The kids and I will go someplace safe and manage to make a life for ourselves. 

I've always loved the outdoors, maybe we'll get a cottage in the woods. 

Subject: Alcohol runs my life


Date: March 30, 1895

Journal entry revealing the problems with alcohol 
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			I went to the voting box today, only to be forced to vote for someone I did not want to vote for. 

The whites feel that their opinions are more important than mine. The president should have more understanding. He should 

care about us as people too. We are people, we just have dark skin. The color of skin should not matter. It does not change the fact that we have an opinion. 

We go to church, we pray, we sit silently when abused verbally and sometimes physically. We just want the same rights as any other white man in America. 

Subject: Voting for truth

Date: 1896
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Black men voting
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Journal entry showing that black only wanna be treated equally 
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			The way of life in America in late 1800s - the American Pageant 16th edition 

The Industrial Revolution (includes technology and its effects)

Transportation advancements

Migration: causes and effects - the American Pageant 16th edition 

Social issues addressed - the American Pageant 16th edition 
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			A little explanation

This book consists of fictional letters and journal entries and an occasional newspaper article none of which are real although in a few instances they reference real names of historical figures. The letters are written in calligraphy and hand writing font to make them seem more authentic. The journal entries are written in typewriter font after type writers were made to make them see more authentic. If you look at the dates for the journal entries you will notice that they are all after 1895 which is when the typewriter was officially made. 
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OEBPS/ibook.js
/*
 * Based on Apple's iBook JS Framework
 * Stripped down and enhanced for Book Creator
 */

// Top-level object containing some core constants providing information about the environment.
var iBook = {};

// Indicates whether the platform is an iBook.IS_IPAD.
iBook.IS_IPAD = (navigator.platform == 'iPad');

// Indicates whether the platform supports touches.
iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES = ('createTouch' in document);

// The interaction start event name
iBook.START_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchstart' : 'mousedown';

// The interaction move event name
iBook.MOVE_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchmove' : 'mousemove';

// The interaction end event name
iBook.END_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchend' : 'mouseup';

// The CSS selector for media elements.
iBook.MEDIA_BASE_CSS_SELECTOR = '.ibooks-media';

// The HTML attribute for the audio source
iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_SOURCE_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-audio-src';

// The HTML attribute for the audio reset on play
iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_RESET_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-audio-reset-on-play';

// The HTML attribute for pausing iBooks read aloud
iBook.MEDIA_PAUSE_READ_ALOUD_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-pause-readaloud';

iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-bookcreator-link';

// CSS class name on active elements
iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS = "active";

// Tap threshold value, in pixels
iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD = 10;

iBook.handleLink = function (e)
{
    var link = e.target.getAttribute(iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE);
    if (link)
    {
        e.preventDefault();
        window.location.href = link;
    }
}

iBook.getEventClientX = function (event) {
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1) {
        // Touch interface
        return event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX;
    }
    else {
        // Desktop interface
        return event.clientX;
    }
}

iBook.getEventClientY = function (event) {
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1) {
        // Touch interface
        return event.changedTouches.item(0).clientY;
    }
    else {
        // Desktop interface
        return event.clientY;
    }
}

/* ==================== BASE CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksBaseController()
{    
    // Set true for an onscreen log
    if (false)
    {
        var logArea = document.createElement("textarea");
        logArea.id = "logArea";
        logArea.style.position = "absolute";
        logArea.style.bottom = "5px";
        logArea.style.left = "5px";
        logArea.style.width = "420px";
        logArea.style.height = "150px";
        logArea.style.zIndex = 4000;
        var body = document.getElementById("main");
        body.appendChild(logArea);
        
        iBook.log = function (msg) {
            var logArea = document.getElementById("logArea");
            if (!msg) msg = "null";
            logArea.value = msg + "\n" + logArea.value;
        };
    }
    else
    {
        iBook.log = function (msg) {};
    }    
    
    this.media = new iBooksMediaController();
    this.link = new iBooksLinkController();
}

// On DOM content loaded, instantiate the iBook base controller
window.addEventListener("DOMContentLoaded", function() {
    window.iBookController = new iBooksBaseController();
}, false);

/* ==================== ELEMENT PROTOTYPE ADDITIONS ==================== */

// Indicates whether the element has a given class name within its <code>class</code> attribute.
Element.prototype.hasClassName = function (className)
{
    return new RegExp('(?:^|\\s+)' + className + '(?:\\s+|$)').test(this.className);
}

// Adds the given class name to the element's <code>class</code> attribute if it's not already there.
Element.prototype.addClassName = function (className)
{
    if (!this.hasClassName(className))
    {
        this.className = [this.className, className].join(' ');
        return true;
    }
    else
    {
        return false;
    }
}

// Removes the given class name from the element's <code>class</code> attribute if it's there.
Element.prototype.removeClassName = function (className)
{
    if (this.hasClassName(className))
    {
        var curClasses = this.className;
        this.className = curClasses.replace(new RegExp('(?:^|\\s+)' + className + '(?:\\s+|$)', 'g'), ' ');
        return true;
    }
    return false;
}

// Adds or removes the given class name from the element's <code>class</code> attribute based on a condition. If no
// condition is set, the class will be added if it is not already present and removed if it is.
Element.prototype.toggleClassName = function (className, condition)
{
    if (condition == null)
    {
        condition = !this.hasClassName(className);
    }
    this[condition ? 'addClassName' : 'removeClassName'](className);
}

/* ==================== LINK CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksLinkController()
{
    // <img data-bookcreator-link="page002.xhtml" .../> or <img data-bookcreator-link="http://www.google.com" .../>
    var imgElements = document.documentElement.getElementsByTagName("img");
    
    for (var i = 0, max = imgElements.length; i < max; i++)
    {
        var img = imgElements[i];
        var link = img.getAttribute(iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE);
        if (link)
        {
            // iBook.log("adding image click:" + link);
            img.addEventListener("click", iBook.handleLink, false);
        }
    }
}

/* ==================== MEDIA CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksMediaController()
{
    this.allMedia = [];

    var audioElements = document.querySelectorAll(iBook.MEDIA_BASE_CSS_SELECTOR + "-audio");

    if (audioElements) {
        for (var i = audioElements.length - 1; i >= 0; i--) {
            this.allMedia.push(new iBooksAudioController(audioElements[i]));
        }        
    }
    
    var videoElements = document.documentElement.getElementsByTagName("video");
    
    for (var i = 0, max = videoElements.length; i < max; i++) {
        this.allMedia.push(new iBooksVideoController(videoElements[i]));
    }
}

/* ==================== VIDEO CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksVideoController(element)
{    
    this.media = element;
    this.media.addEventListener("play", this, false);
}

iBooksVideoController.prototype.pause = function()
{    
    this.media.pause();
}

iBooksVideoController.prototype.handleEvent = function(event)
{
    if (event.type == "play") {
        // iBooks will stop any other media automatically
        // but let's also call pause() on each item to reset the UI
        
        var allMedia = iBookController.media.allMedia;
        
        for (var i = 0, max = allMedia.length; i < max; i++) {
            if (allMedia[i].media != this.media) {
                allMedia[i].pause();
            }
        }
    }
}

/* ==================== AUDIO CONTROLLER ==================== */
/**
 *  This is called when we've found a valid iBooks audio HTML element.
 *  
 *  By default, audio will pause itself on touch, then resume playing when touched again.
 *  To reset the audio track, include the HTML attribute <code>iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_RESET_ATTRIBUTE</code>
 *  and set the value to equal to <code>true<code>.
 *
 *  For example:
 *  <div class="ibooks-media-audio" data-ibooks-audio-src="audio/src.m4a">Play audio</div>
 *
 *  @property {Object} element The required object to instantiate the <code>iBooksAudioController</code>
 */
function iBooksAudioController(element)
{    
    // iBook.log("iBooksAudioController construction:" + element);
    
    this.el = element;
    this.el.addEventListener(iBook.START_EVENT, this, false);
    this.src = this.el.getAttribute(iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_SOURCE_ATTRIBUTE);
    this.resetAudioOnPlay = false; // For future maybe
    this.setAudio();
}

// Creates a new audio element, set the source, then load it.
iBooksAudioController.prototype.setAudio = function()
{    
    this.media = new Audio();
    this.media.src = this.src;
    this.media.addEventListener("ended", this, false);      
    document.documentElement.appendChild(this.media);
}

iBooksAudioController.prototype.play = function()
{
    var allMedia = iBookController.media.allMedia;
    
    for (var i = 0, max = allMedia.length; i < max; i++) {
        allMedia[i].pause();
    }
        
    if (this.resetAudioOnPlay) {
        // Remove the existing element to prevent duplicates.
        document.documentElement.removeChild(this.media);
        this.setAudio();
    }
    
    this.el.addClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
    this.media.play();
}

iBooksAudioController.prototype.pause = function()
{
    this.media.pause();
    this.el.removeClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
};

// When the audio ends, remove its active class
iBooksAudioController.prototype.ended = function()
{
    this.el.removeClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
}

/**
 *  On touch start, add an event listener for touch end. Store the
 *  touch start X, Y coordinates for later use.
 */
iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchStart = function(event)
{
//    iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchStart");
    
    this.startX = iBook.getEventClientX(event);
    this.startY = iBook.getEventClientY(event);
    window.addEventListener(iBook.END_EVENT, this, false);
}

/**
 *  On touch end, remove our event listeners. Determine if the user action was a 
 *  tap, or gesture; if the action was a tap then add <code>iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS</code>
 *  to the body class and prevent default. Otherwise, allow iBooks to handle the event.
 */
iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchEnd = function(event)
{
    /*
    iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchEnd");
    
    iBook.log("event.pageX=" + event.pageX);
    iBook.log("event.clientX=" + event.clientX);
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1)
        iBook.log("event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX=" + event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX);
    */
    
    window.removeEventListener(iBook.END_EVENT, this, false);
    
    this.xTap = (Math.abs(this.startX - iBook.getEventClientX(event)) < iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD);
    this.yTap = (Math.abs(this.startY - iBook.getEventClientY(event)) < iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD);
    
    if (this.xTap && this.yTap) {
        event.preventDefault();
        if (this.media.paused)
            this.play();
        else
            this.pause();
    }
}

// Event triage.
iBooksAudioController.prototype.handleEvent = function(event)
{
    // iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.handleEvent:" + event.type);

    switch(event.type){
        case iBook.START_EVENT:
            this.touchStart(event);
            break;
        case iBook.END_EVENT:
            this.touchEnd(event);
            break;
        case "ended":
            this.ended();
            break;
    }
}
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