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Liza Marie: living during the gilded age
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			Liza Marie was born during the civil war. Her brother died during the war. So, her parents had her to replace the emptiness they felt after his death. They regretted that decision after the war ended because they realized with the rest of the world just how broken America was from the war. 
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			It was clear to all Americans that America was shattered politically, socially, and economically, after the war. Politicians didn't even know how to repair America because the war created such unprecedented problems. The racial issues that started the war were still unresolved. A war with America against it's self was not only insane but costly.
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			When the war had ended Liza was starting high school. She started each school day by riding the morning train to school. She lived in a western rural town that was miles away from the city school she went to. Her parents moved over to the West after her brothers death. They moved to the West because it promised them land under the homestead act. 
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			A lot of people moved to the West under this act. However, the homestead act was a disappointment. It was hard for farmers to carry out the terms because the land and climate was harsh. Many of Liza's neighbors moved back East because of the disasters they faced in farming. Although, every once in a while corporations would came to the area for the resources. 
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			The migration to the West scared Americans because the frontier line had disappeared. This caused the government to set aside land, like Yellowstone park. The idea Americans always had of expanding furthering out was gone. The West inspired much folklore about cowboys in the Wild West. Once, Liza saw a group of cowboys ride in. She took a liking to a cowboy her age but he ended up herding his cattle out of town a week later to the neighboring state. The cattle would feed a month long party celebrating their new statehood. All the migration to the West caused a few new states to join the union.
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			The train ride to Liza's school was long and boring. When she first started school, she would see buffalo around the train tracks. The train would have to wait on the buffalo to pass most days, but Liza enjoyed seeing the animals. Soon the passengers on the train started shooting the buffalo for sport. Then a new railroad started being built and the workers killed the buffalo for food. Eventually the buffalo thinned out. The wonder of the buffalo grazing the land was ruined for Liza and the train ride to the city became bleak and boring.
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			Once in the city the train ride got interesting for Liza. There was electricity which she didn't have at home and skyscrapers that were beautiful. Her cousin had moved to the city a few years  ago. She wrote Liza letters about how beautiful the city lights were at night. She bought her clothes from department stores that were beautiful. Liza loved the city and wished to move close to her cousin after she graduated. 
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			Her cousin told her not to move because the city had issues. The sanitation was bad and the water was impure. Most people lived in slums that were overcrowded and disgusting. Liza even read in the newspaper about a fire that spread quickly because the closely packed wooden structures in a city. Liza didn't care about the negatives because she wanted the independence the city brought. 
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			Liza's cousin also warned about the factory jobs in the city. The factories exploited the workers. The factory's exploitation led to many reforms. Settlement houses were founded to help immigrants cope with big-city life. Woman wanted to vote to ensure the health and education of children but also for equality. The factory led to excessive drinking and abuse. So, prohibition became a reform of women. Capitalism became a problem for farmers so they formed the Populist party. Liza didn't really pay much attention to these reforms but she had heard about them from her parents. Her parents annoyed her so she stopped listening to them talk about social issues a long time ago. 

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			At school, there was a science fair. The students had to come up with an invention that would better the society. The teacher was trying to inspire the children to be creative and learn about the inventors of the time. The week before the science fair the students learned about the great inventions of their time. They learned how the railroad changed the lives of all Americans. It connected America and created a network. Natural resources could be shipped to factories and crops could be shipped to markets. The invention of the telephone also connected the country, and the invention of the light bulb changed work hours. 
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			For the science fair, Liza came up with a mini telephone that could fit in a pocket but she knew her invention wasn't good enough to win. She knew the smartest kid in her class would win because he was the teacher's pet. He invented a cover that would protect textbooks. The teacher said his invention won because it was more practical. The teacher thought that a mini telephone would just hog up pocket space. 

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			The day after the science fair the children learned how technology led to capitalism. They connected how the Bessemer process led to the rise in the steel industry and the creation of the steel tycoon, Andrew Carnegie. Also they learned how the invention of the automobile led to the mass production of cars. 
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			The science fair bought in the steel tycoon, Carnegie. He looked over all the inventions and gave an encouraging speech to all the kids. He especially talked to the winner but he was also interested in Liza's invention. He told her that her invention was good and don't let losing discourage her. The invention stayed in Liza's family until one day one of her descendants made it a reality.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Sources
* http://faculty.tnstate.edu/tcorse/h2020/reform_and_the_gilded_age.htm
* https://www.apstudynotes.org/us-history/topics/the-transportation-revolution/
* https://www.britannica.com/technology/history-of-technology/The-Industrial-Revolution-1750-1900
* American pageant textbook


Pictures
* http://www.truthforteenz.com/the-broken-states-of-america.html
* http://jlpp.org/blogzine/regulating-gmos-there-a-lot-of-green-at-stake-in-the-new-green-revolution/money/
* http://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/pioneers-west.html
* http://www.motherearthnews.com/homesteading-and-livestock/self-reliance/self-sufficient-homestead-zm0z11zkon
* http://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/agriculture-america-1800s.html
* http://www.offbeatoregon.com/s1212y-wrenn-lake-county-1870s.html
* http://www.legendsofamerica.com/we-buffalohunters.html
* https://www.pinterest.com/wylieerin/new-york-new-york/
* https://www.pinterest.com/pin/241013017533858815/
* http://www.history.com/topics/child-labor
* http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/wyoming-grants-women-the-vote
* http://2012books.lardbucket.org/books/united-states-history-volume-2/s06-populism-and-imperialism-1890-.html
* http://www.phonecoinc.com/topic.asp?map=1&horh=.&gorl=list&category=Candle&topic=01008&group=main
* http://www.history.com/topics/inventions/transcontinental-railroad
* http://craluxlighting.com/lighting/pictures-of-the-first-light-bulb.php
* http://www.maa.org/press/periodicals/convergence/an-investigation-of-subtraction-algorithms-from-the-18th-and-19th-centuries-textbooks-and-cyphering
* http://www.dixinary.com/dictionary/Bessemer%20process
* http://www.artvalue.com/auctionresult--grun-jules-alexandre-1868-1934-automobile-club-de-france-4422891.htm
* https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Carnegie
* https://www.slideshare.net/mobile/rantoniazzi2012/gilded-age-politics-2013
* http://users.humboldt.edu/ogayle/hist111/industrial.html
* http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/page/7364



			

		

	



OEBPS/CI_A7216F17-2A85-4FB6-B705-054962377C3A.jpg





OEBPS/CI_0BBC4A29-40FA-44AB-88D6-7325EC0074C6.jpg





OEBPS/CI_2940201D-C313-4613-B7EB-7C64D7869F38.jpg





OEBPS/CI_55A3D506-C21D-42CB-A941-856F3528633C.jpg





OEBPS/CI_59443385-8DBE-465E-862C-4E839F5717C8.jpg





OEBPS/CI_68E0340F-D413-4D3B-92CE-9B52F55D1E0F.jpg





OEBPS/CI_B3C165ED-0FCB-4E1E-90B6-A07B34591E1E.jpg





OEBPS/CI_9C006913-54F4-4A9D-9FCA-3E3551EA3775.jpg





OEBPS/CI_4D762284-635B-49A9-A0CC-7683F5B63185.jpg





OEBPS/CI_A4CD8BDD-33F4-4090-B187-E006160DD151.jpg





OEBPS/nav.xhtml

		
			
						
					Cover
				


			


		
		
			
						
					Cover
				


						
					Start
				


			


		
	

OEBPS/CI_33A153A9-7325-47F1-81FD-1AED079D6418.jpg





OEBPS/CI_541411B0-2834-43A2-8C2C-C321EC1408B6.jpg





OEBPS/CI_5CB76337-C0BD-4A07-B620-1E004C0E44BF.jpg





OEBPS/CI_0730B22B-844C-4317-B629-BD8590448779.jpg





OEBPS/CI_AF29865E-8132-4FAF-A796-F2443D126E8C.jpg





OEBPS/Cover.jpg
Shanise knight

Liza Marie: living
during the
gilded age

-






