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[image: ]Hey Doc! What can you tell me about the Gilded age?
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Gilded Age
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[image: ]Well Marty, why don't we take a trip back to the 1870's!
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[image: ]Uhh ohh, here we go again
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[image: ]The Gilded Age started around 1865 and went through 1898. This was a time when there was a rapid growth of population and economic growth as well.
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[image: ]Before the Gilded age, the industrial revolution occurred. Many things were invented like textile mills, machine tools, and iron production.
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Industrial Revolution
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[image: ]This allowed factories to make more products in a lesser amount of time. Which  led to multi-million dollar companies.
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[image: ]People like Andrew Carnegie thrived during this time. Carnegie made millions by bringing the Bessemer process to America and controlling the steel industry.
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[image: ]Carnegie is most widely known for his horizontal integration method and his big capitalism. Carnegie owned the steel industry from the mines to the mills.
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[image: ]Another person similar to Carnegie was J.P Morgan. 
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[image: ]J.P Morgan is known as the banker's banker. He dominated company finances. He dedicated his time to modernize American business at which he succeeded.
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[image: ]These men led America to the rise of capitalism by providing big bisuness and smart financial decisions.
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[image: ]During the Gilded age, railroads were becoming of the age. Railroads were being built throughout the country to connect the east and west coasts.
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[image: ]The last railroad spike was nailed in 1869. At this time the transcontinental railroad was complete and the nation had become connected.
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[image: ]But these railroads came with a price. The once abundant Buffaloes had become noticed by the those traveling through the American country. These Buffaloes became heavily hunted and pushed to the point of extinction by these hunters.
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[image: ]During this time many immigrants moved to America for more opportunity and better living environments.
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[image: ]From 1866-1900 approximately 13 million immigrants from east and west Europe. There were both positive and negative effects on the country. 
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[image: ]Immigration led to many challenges when facing labor issues and living habits. Many employers took advantage of these immigrants and under payed them  simply because they were immigrants.
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[image: ]This led to revolts in factories such as the Pullman Strike because of low wages and long hours. Because of these strikes, organizations were made to help employees.
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Organizations such as the Knights of Labor and the National Labor Union led to positive changes of immigrant workers. These were made to help raise wages and shorten work days. These organizations knew the struggles these immigrant workers were facing and felt they should make a change.
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[image: ]Immigration provided many positive effects as well.
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[image: ]Some positives were that these immigrants greatly diversified the culture in urban America by bringing many culturally different backgrounds into one area.
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[image: ]Another positive effect of immigrants on Americsn culture was that new technologies were brought from other countries.
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[image: ]There were also many social issues during the Gilded age. Like child labor. 
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Child Labor
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[image: ]Because of such low wages, children were required by their parents to work so they could buy food and rent. 
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[image: ]These children worked in the factories and mines. They were sometimes used for their small sizes in the mines and were even sometimes crushed. This led to reforms to help these children.
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[image: ]Unfortunately there were no reforms or laws put into place during the Gilded age. But these children eventually received help in the 1900's.
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[image: ]Well Marty, that is all I know about the Gilded age. I hope you learned something about our American history!
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[image: ]It's time we go back to our own time period Marty. Let's go!!
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[image: ]Join us the next time we take a look back on American history! 
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