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			The Gilded Age

Context: After the civil war in America, many factories that were previously used to make war materials were converted into more conventional uses. Factories boomed in the north, otherwise known as the Industrial Revolution, causing mass production and new products for the people of America.

Many new ideas and movements came from this new form of production including technology, migration, transportation, capitalism, corruption, and social changes.
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			Technology and the Industrial Revolution

"The industrial revolution has tended to produce everywhere great urban masses that seem to be increasingly careless of ethical standards."
-Irving Babbitt

     The new age of industrialization was upon the U.S. Production shifted from cottages to large scale, mass production factories in the north. New inventions that spun thread faster, smelted better metals, and longer railroads spurred the switch from small to large scale production. These new technologies brought traditional practices like making clothes in a cottage to a mass market of Americans. These factories that housed these machines employed thousands of Americans for work and made city's populations boom.
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These new machines that mechanized America were powered by coal, water, and steam and some did the work of 50 people! The advancement of this process mostly began in the textiles, then moved on from there to steel, oil, and almost every industry in America. This advancement in efficiency brought prices down for virtually all consumer goods in the U.S.

Textile Machines
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			Tech and the Rise of Industrial Capitalism

"A man who has never gone to school may steal from a freight car; but if he has a university education, he may steal the whole railroad."
-Theodore Roosevelt

With the introduction of new machinery came new opportunity for business. Americas capitalism as we know it today was much different than it was in the Guilded Age. The idea of "hands off" government was really that at the time of industrialization, the government didn't take a second look at business corruption in the beginning. With the rise of the transcontinental railroad, a railroad that spanned the U.S., monopolies began to spring forward. These companies that owned the railroad started charging whatever they wanted for their fares with no remorse for the customer.

Even though the railroad was the first safe way to travel across the U.S., many people could not afford it. These tycoons were not only prevalent in railroads, John D. Rockefeller perfected the art of driving out competition and driving up prices. With the rise of the gas-powered automobile, the oil business began to boom. Rockefeller used the technique of horizontal integration to rid the market of unwanted opponents. This practice is protected today by anti-trust laws but in its prime, there was no protection from monopolies like this in the U.S.
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Transcontinental railroad is completed
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			Migration and Urban America

"One of the great pluses of being an immigrant is you get to start again in terms of your identity. You get to shed the narratives which cling to you." 
-Joseph O'Neill

The migration during the period of industrialization exploded in the United States. Migration of new immigrants to America caused a huge influx of immigrants to flood the northern cities. These unskilled immigrants came with little to no money and usually ended up in city slums working for very low wages in factories.

Industrial Capitalism wasn't all bad though. For example, a steel tycoon named Andrew Carnegie  came to America as a penniless immigrant and built his wealth from the bottom up. He used a method called vertical integration that didn't tend to drive out as much competition but still made him a lot of money. Many poor young men looked up to him as an idol and it was all made possible from the "hands off" government we now call capitalism.
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Tap this for an industrial revolution video!
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Pictures of slums. Taken by Jacob Riis 

These immigrants didn't only have low wages, they also had horrible working conditions. People who worked in factories usually worked an average of 12 hours a day. These factories were also not safe and caused a large percentage of people on the work to die on the job. While many workers came from Europe, the shift from rural to urban migration was another major effect of industrialization. More and more people in America were internally migrating to the north for the promise of factory jobs, making less and less rural people and the population of cities boom even more. With this boom came struggles such as high pollution of water with garbage and low regulation on disgusting working conditions. It was mostly all around bad for the workers and citizens who lived in the cities
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			Migration and Social and Cultural Changes

"The ultimate end of all revolutionary social change is to establish the sanctity of human life, the dignity of man, the right of every human being to liberty and well-being."
-Emma Goldman
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With technological advancements came a large number of social changes within America. The rise of the number of unskilled workers who did not speak English skyrocketed during this time.

These people started to create their own communities inside cities like Little Italy and Chinatown. People started to adopt different cultures and middle class America became much more diverse than it ever had been. Another social change during this period was the development of new social classes in America. New rungs on the social ladder were created for classes ranging from poor factory worker to billionaire CEO. The conditions of some people lives did not change for the better though.
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			Women and children were still the most exploited category of workers because they worked the worst jobs and received the lowest wages. The gap between the poor and rich was more prevalent than ever during this time period as it was not only mental differences, it was also noticeable. Wealthy people lived in sectioned off parts of town while the poor factory workers were forced to live in the slums of each city. Social changes also came in the form of church. Churches were bringing attendance up in America by preaching what they called the social gospel which sought to apply Christian ethics to social issues in America. The social gospel's primary goal was to stop the unethical practices of corporations like child labor and long hour shifts. These practices preached at churches actually did help to create reform movements and helped to improve factory workers lives.

Advances in Transportation and the Effect of the Environment

"The United States as we know it today is largely the result of mechanical inventions, and in particular of agricultural machinery and the railroad."
-John Moody

Even though a lot of immigrants came from Europe, many of them came from the
Internal migration of people from farms to big cities. The building of the transcontinental railroad accelerated travel over land tremendously.
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			The advancement of railroads across America didn't only effect people's lives, it also effected the environment. The movement across the plains accounted for the decimation of the buffalo population of the area. Even though it caused the American economy to boom, the nail was put into Indians coffins who depended on the buffalo for a food source. Most of the locomotives also ran on coal so they went across the Great Plains leaving behind a cloud of black smoke. Along with the trains doing the pollution, they transported people who were doing it. Logging companies that otherwise couldn't ship lumber from the west now had free reign over the forests. The trains carried the logs across to sell at the other side of the nation and deforestation became a huge problem for the forests of California and other western states.
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Trains in late 1800s
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			Gilded Age Social Issues and Debates

"Cautious, careful people, always casting about to preserve their reputations... can never effect a reform." - Susan B. Anthony


Social debates and issues were plenty during the Gilded age due to the high amount of corruption and the low amount of regulation. One of the major issues people had was the amount of bribery and control of the government by rich political "bosses". These people used their wealth and charisma to either control a representative or be that representative themselves. Eventually, the press and citizen protests began to persuade the government to take action and it lead to direct voting which solved most of the problems. Another big issue that  plagued the Gilded Age was working conditions and wages.

Eventually people got fed up with what they were receiving at their factory jobs and created labor unions in order to protest against them. One of the biggest was the Federation of Labor, and organizations like these helped to bring work hours down from 16 hours a day to about 9 and they also helped to bring wages up. In addition, citizens debated about how to preserve the environment. Factories during this era had no regulations, so city water supplies became mostly undrinkable.
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			The population boom in the cities also caused an unruly amount of waste and there was no garbage disposal system yet. This, along with other reasons, caused people like John Muir to create national parks and bring awareness to the topic. Furthermore, pollution in the city's wasn't the only problem. People's living conditions were horrible in the inner city slums where most immigrants were forced to live. These horrible living conditions were talked about by social gospel preachers who helped to improve their lives by convincing people of charitable donations and helping the poor.
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OEBPS/ibook.js
/*
 * Based on Apple's iBook JS Framework
 * Stripped down and enhanced for Book Creator
 */

// Top-level object containing some core constants providing information about the environment.
var iBook = {};

// Indicates whether the platform is an iBook.IS_IPAD.
iBook.IS_IPAD = (navigator.platform == 'iPad');

// Indicates whether the platform supports touches.
iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES = ('createTouch' in document);

// The interaction start event name
iBook.START_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchstart' : 'mousedown';

// The interaction move event name
iBook.MOVE_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchmove' : 'mousemove';

// The interaction end event name
iBook.END_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchend' : 'mouseup';

// The CSS selector for media elements.
iBook.MEDIA_BASE_CSS_SELECTOR = '.ibooks-media';

// The HTML attribute for the audio source
iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_SOURCE_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-audio-src';

// The HTML attribute for the audio reset on play
iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_RESET_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-audio-reset-on-play';

// The HTML attribute for pausing iBooks read aloud
iBook.MEDIA_PAUSE_READ_ALOUD_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-pause-readaloud';

iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-bookcreator-link';

// CSS class name on active elements
iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS = "active";

// Tap threshold value, in pixels
iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD = 10;

iBook.handleLink = function (e)
{
    var link = e.target.getAttribute(iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE);
    if (link)
    {
        e.preventDefault();
        window.location.href = link;
    }
}

iBook.getEventClientX = function (event) {
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1) {
        // Touch interface
        return event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX;
    }
    else {
        // Desktop interface
        return event.clientX;
    }
}

iBook.getEventClientY = function (event) {
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1) {
        // Touch interface
        return event.changedTouches.item(0).clientY;
    }
    else {
        // Desktop interface
        return event.clientY;
    }
}

/* ==================== BASE CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksBaseController()
{    
    // Set true for an onscreen log
    if (false)
    {
        var logArea = document.createElement("textarea");
        logArea.id = "logArea";
        logArea.style.position = "absolute";
        logArea.style.bottom = "5px";
        logArea.style.left = "5px";
        logArea.style.width = "420px";
        logArea.style.height = "150px";
        logArea.style.zIndex = 4000;
        var body = document.getElementById("main");
        body.appendChild(logArea);
        
        iBook.log = function (msg) {
            var logArea = document.getElementById("logArea");
            if (!msg) msg = "null";
            logArea.value = msg + "\n" + logArea.value;
        };
    }
    else
    {
        iBook.log = function (msg) {};
    }    
    
    this.media = new iBooksMediaController();
    this.link = new iBooksLinkController();
}

// On DOM content loaded, instantiate the iBook base controller
window.addEventListener("DOMContentLoaded", function() {
    window.iBookController = new iBooksBaseController();
}, false);

/* ==================== ELEMENT PROTOTYPE ADDITIONS ==================== */

// Indicates whether the element has a given class name within its <code>class</code> attribute.
Element.prototype.hasClassName = function (className)
{
    return new RegExp('(?:^|\\s+)' + className + '(?:\\s+|$)').test(this.className);
}

// Adds the given class name to the element's <code>class</code> attribute if it's not already there.
Element.prototype.addClassName = function (className)
{
    if (!this.hasClassName(className))
    {
        this.className = [this.className, className].join(' ');
        return true;
    }
    else
    {
        return false;
    }
}

// Removes the given class name from the element's <code>class</code> attribute if it's there.
Element.prototype.removeClassName = function (className)
{
    if (this.hasClassName(className))
    {
        var curClasses = this.className;
        this.className = curClasses.replace(new RegExp('(?:^|\\s+)' + className + '(?:\\s+|$)', 'g'), ' ');
        return true;
    }
    return false;
}

// Adds or removes the given class name from the element's <code>class</code> attribute based on a condition. If no
// condition is set, the class will be added if it is not already present and removed if it is.
Element.prototype.toggleClassName = function (className, condition)
{
    if (condition == null)
    {
        condition = !this.hasClassName(className);
    }
    this[condition ? 'addClassName' : 'removeClassName'](className);
}

/* ==================== LINK CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksLinkController()
{
    // <img data-bookcreator-link="page002.xhtml" .../> or <img data-bookcreator-link="http://www.google.com" .../>
    var imgElements = document.documentElement.getElementsByTagName("img");
    
    for (var i = 0, max = imgElements.length; i < max; i++)
    {
        var img = imgElements[i];
        var link = img.getAttribute(iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE);
        if (link)
        {
            // iBook.log("adding image click:" + link);
            img.addEventListener("click", iBook.handleLink, false);
        }
    }
}

/* ==================== MEDIA CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksMediaController()
{
    this.allMedia = [];

    var audioElements = document.querySelectorAll(iBook.MEDIA_BASE_CSS_SELECTOR + "-audio");

    if (audioElements) {
        for (var i = audioElements.length - 1; i >= 0; i--) {
            this.allMedia.push(new iBooksAudioController(audioElements[i]));
        }        
    }
    
    var videoElements = document.documentElement.getElementsByTagName("video");
    
    for (var i = 0, max = videoElements.length; i < max; i++) {
        this.allMedia.push(new iBooksVideoController(videoElements[i]));
    }
}

/* ==================== VIDEO CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksVideoController(element)
{    
    this.media = element;
    this.media.addEventListener("play", this, false);
}

iBooksVideoController.prototype.pause = function()
{    
    this.media.pause();
}

iBooksVideoController.prototype.handleEvent = function(event)
{
    if (event.type == "play") {
        // iBooks will stop any other media automatically
        // but let's also call pause() on each item to reset the UI
        
        var allMedia = iBookController.media.allMedia;
        
        for (var i = 0, max = allMedia.length; i < max; i++) {
            if (allMedia[i].media != this.media) {
                allMedia[i].pause();
            }
        }
    }
}

/* ==================== AUDIO CONTROLLER ==================== */
/**
 *  This is called when we've found a valid iBooks audio HTML element.
 *  
 *  By default, audio will pause itself on touch, then resume playing when touched again.
 *  To reset the audio track, include the HTML attribute <code>iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_RESET_ATTRIBUTE</code>
 *  and set the value to equal to <code>true<code>.
 *
 *  For example:
 *  <div class="ibooks-media-audio" data-ibooks-audio-src="audio/src.m4a">Play audio</div>
 *
 *  @property {Object} element The required object to instantiate the <code>iBooksAudioController</code>
 */
function iBooksAudioController(element)
{    
    // iBook.log("iBooksAudioController construction:" + element);
    
    this.el = element;
    this.el.addEventListener(iBook.START_EVENT, this, false);
    this.src = this.el.getAttribute(iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_SOURCE_ATTRIBUTE);
    this.resetAudioOnPlay = false; // For future maybe
    this.setAudio();
}

// Creates a new audio element, set the source, then load it.
iBooksAudioController.prototype.setAudio = function()
{    
    this.media = new Audio();
    this.media.src = this.src;
    this.media.addEventListener("ended", this, false);      
    document.documentElement.appendChild(this.media);
}

iBooksAudioController.prototype.play = function()
{
    var allMedia = iBookController.media.allMedia;
    
    for (var i = 0, max = allMedia.length; i < max; i++) {
        allMedia[i].pause();
    }
        
    if (this.resetAudioOnPlay) {
        // Remove the existing element to prevent duplicates.
        document.documentElement.removeChild(this.media);
        this.setAudio();
    }
    
    this.el.addClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
    this.media.play();
}

iBooksAudioController.prototype.pause = function()
{
    this.media.pause();
    this.el.removeClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
};

// When the audio ends, remove its active class
iBooksAudioController.prototype.ended = function()
{
    this.el.removeClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
}

/**
 *  On touch start, add an event listener for touch end. Store the
 *  touch start X, Y coordinates for later use.
 */
iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchStart = function(event)
{
//    iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchStart");
    
    this.startX = iBook.getEventClientX(event);
    this.startY = iBook.getEventClientY(event);
    window.addEventListener(iBook.END_EVENT, this, false);
}

/**
 *  On touch end, remove our event listeners. Determine if the user action was a 
 *  tap, or gesture; if the action was a tap then add <code>iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS</code>
 *  to the body class and prevent default. Otherwise, allow iBooks to handle the event.
 */
iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchEnd = function(event)
{
    /*
    iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchEnd");
    
    iBook.log("event.pageX=" + event.pageX);
    iBook.log("event.clientX=" + event.clientX);
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1)
        iBook.log("event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX=" + event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX);
    */
    
    window.removeEventListener(iBook.END_EVENT, this, false);
    
    this.xTap = (Math.abs(this.startX - iBook.getEventClientX(event)) < iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD);
    this.yTap = (Math.abs(this.startY - iBook.getEventClientY(event)) < iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD);
    
    if (this.xTap && this.yTap) {
        event.preventDefault();
        if (this.media.paused)
            this.play();
        else
            this.pause();
    }
}

// Event triage.
iBooksAudioController.prototype.handleEvent = function(event)
{
    // iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.handleEvent:" + event.type);

    switch(event.type){
        case iBook.START_EVENT:
            this.touchStart(event);
            break;
        case iBook.END_EVENT:
            this.touchEnd(event);
            break;
        case "ended":
            this.ended();
            break;
    }
}
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