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Phillip and Janet:

An Era of Corruption and Hope

By Valery Araoz


			

		

	
		
			This is Phillip Bennet

Phillip is an ex-slave from the late 19th century
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Phillip just escaped out of the Southern countries into the booming North for a new life!!
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Opportunity!

Industrialization!

Boom!

Boom!

Boom!
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Thanks to the Transcontinental Railroad, Phillip was able to make it to the North
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[image: ]What's up with all this "train" and "railroad" business anyways...

Funny you should ask, Phillip...
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			Railroads were one of the main components as to how we won the Civil War, so of course it'd be popular now!! (Late 1800s)

By the time Lincoln was shot in 1865, there were only 35,000 miles of railways in the United States. By 1900, railways busted into 192,556 miles. Especially since the Bessemer Process came in, which produced steel at a cheap rate, railroads became a popular and profitable way of transportation. 

This boom came with an environmental toll...

[image: ]By the late 1860s, approximately 1/3 of California's forests were destroyed by the railroad industry. This abuse of the ecological system would foreshadow the Dust Bowl.
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Railroads interconnected many other industries. It transported raw materials from the South to the manufacturers in the North.

[image: ]
Yikes
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[image: ]Also.... Steamboats!!

Steamboats were also developing their uses from not only transporting goods, but also for the wealthy for leisurely purpose. But this contributed to air and water pollution

[image: ]
Janet travelled to New York through a steam boat

Janet is an ambitious woman who looks for opportunity and freedom in this reforming era

She also happens to have mastered karate, if anyone tries to get frisky with her... you can tell by the look in her eye, you don't wanna mess with her
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Charles being the abusive husband Janet divorced.

A lot of jobs were available because of the mass manufacturing of products, ranging from clothes to individual mechanical parts.

shaped in the 1860s and beyond witnessed the birth of the steel, petroleum, and electrical industry. Even though this rapid advancement in technology improved the consumer's conditions, that may have not been the case for the worker. But we'll get to that in a minute.

The Industrial Revolution
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			Some Inventions of the Industrial Revolution...
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The typewriter: invented by Christopher Scholes in 1867
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Barbed Wire: invented by Joseph Glidenn in 1873. Contributed to the end of the Cowboys of the Wild West
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The telephone: Invented by Alexander Graham Bell in 1876.
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Electric Light: Invented by Thomas Alva Edison in 1879.
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Skyscraper: The Home Insurance Building was the first skyscraper ever, built in 1884 by William Le Baron Jenney.
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Daimler Automobile: Invented by Gottlieb Daimler in 1886.
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			 This exciting boom attracted lots of immigrants from mostly Europe (Italian, Scandinavian, Irish, Polish, Jews, Catholics, etc.)
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[image: ]SPOILER ALERT!!!!


[image: ]Push/Pull Factors
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			As much as Immigration provided labor forces and mixture of cultures, it also added fuel to the nativist/anti-foreign forces. Some protested that immigrants would outbreed and outvote the "native breed" (which is clearly ironic because they were all immigrants at one point).

Immigrants also got blamed for the degradation of urban government by bringing with them toxic notions such as socialism, communism, and anarchism. Anti-foreigner organizations were on the move around society: The American Protective Association encouraged the public to vote against Catholic politicians. 

[image: ]
[image: ]What a bunch of morons...

[image: ]I see this kind of treatment to foreigners all the time at work...

The government limited the welcoming mat by passing a law restricting the Immigration of criminals or convicts. A more extreme measure was the Chinese Exclusion Act, which banned all of the Chinese.
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			Back on the topic of Industrial Capitalism...
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On this setting of free market, big businesses had a lot of influence over many aspects of a society, including economical and political issues. In fact, to gain even more influence, corporations came up with several tactics to eliminate competition.

Pools: where companies agree to set prices most beneficial to them.

Trusts: controlling rivals by sharing stock with other big companies.

Vertical Integration: combining all phases of manufacturing a product into one corporation.

Horizontal Integration: combining the corporations of similar products to reduce competition.
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[image: ]The Gilded Age
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[image: ]You know... all this "rich people getting away with crime" stuff is getting out of hand....

With big businesses taking advantage of lower businesses, or even regular farmers, the Populist party was formed out of frustration from the common man. Known as the "People's Party", the populists wanted more government control over big corporations. They also wanted a graduated income tax, direct election of senators (as well as the adoption of initiative and referendum), a one term limit for presidency, a shorter workday, and immigration restriction.
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			Social Darwinism was a common defense for the wealthy. It stated that individuals have won their stations of life by competing with their natural talents. "Survival of the Fittest". However this was not swallowed by most of the populist party. These theories were emphasized by English philosopher Herbert Spencer and Yale professor William Graham Sumner.
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Interstate Commerce Act: passed in 1887 under the Cleveland Administration, this law prohibited pools and required railroads to publish their rates openly.

Sherman Anti-Trust Act: law passed in 1890 that flatly forbade trusts. Though, this proved to be quite ineffective because of certain legal loopholes.

[image: ]Despite these attempts to please the people, satisfaction was not reached. The American Federation of Labor formed in 1886, after the liquidation of the Knights of Labor. This group, largely led by Samuel Gompers, was an association of national unions that strived for better wages, hours, and working conditions.
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			Social Reform

Liberal Protestants vs. Calvinist beliefs

Liberal ideas showed itself into the Calvinist Protestant church around 1875. Scientific and economic doctrines developed in rigid Calvinist beliefs, such as forgiveness and personal growth.

Evolution vs. God

Also by 1875, the majority of American scientists had embraced Darwinist principles, such as organic evolution and natural selection. Of course, this was condemned by the conservative minority. As it kept nearing the twentieth century, more scientific explanations became accepted.

Washington vs. du Bois

Booker T. Washington, an African American educator, advocated the focus of teaching young black kids economic independence and postpone the issue of social equality. W.E.B Du Bois, also a black educator, was disgusted by these ideals, and believed that the "talented tenth" of African Americans should have access to immediate equality in all areas. These two became famous for having strikingly opposing views of black education.

Faithful vs. Free

Radical reformers wanted to normalize divorce and birth control, as well as adopt somewhat sexual attitudes. However, pure minded Americans resisted these outright attacks to their morals. Anthony Comstock, a fighter of immorality, confiscated no fewer than 202,679 "obscene pictures and photos" and 4,185 boxes of items used by abortionists.
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[image: ]Women's Rights
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This period of urbanization opened opportunity for independence for women. Feminist. Charlotte Perkins Gilman called upon women to contribute to the larger life of the community through productive involvement in the economy. The Suffragist movement also got reborn, as the formation of the National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) signified this. Some believed that women should get to vote because since some are active in the labor community, it's only fair. Others, such as Carrie Chapman Catt, argued that women had a special responsibility as homemakers and mothers, and therefore that they should vote on boards for things such as public education or health.

[image: ]She's very pretty ❤️❤️❤️

[image: ]This is my favorite movement out of all of them!!

And so all of these reforms set up the progressive movement during the twentieth century. Despite all the corruption that occurred in this era, Janet and Phillip still believe in a better future, possibly with each other...

The End
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