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			It was the year 1910 and I was up in the basement cleaning out some old books when I came across my old diary titled "Diary 1889". When I went back and read some of my entries I was reminded of what a crazy time the gilded age was, especially through the eyes of a child.

The gilded age was from the 1870s up u till the turn of the century. This was an era of economic growth for many Americans but also an era of inequality for millions of immigrants. Railroads were built, technology was advanced, migration was at an all time high, and boy were there reforms.
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			Technology and the industrial revolution in the gilded age was the American Dream at its finest people such as Carnegie, J.P Morgan, or Rockefeller. Gave me hope that I could be and do whatever I desired. Growing up I learned of oil, steel and the railroads. I wanted to have what they had and I knew that this was the time to do it with the way buildings were going up and money was being made.
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This was a booming age with a lot to gain and I knew I had an opportunity to grasp it
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			Technology and the rise of industrial capitalism is the thing that inspired me most during the gilded age, due to the new innovations in technology I was able to capitalize on the corruption that fueled capitalism.
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The railroad brought many things especially opportunity. If it weren't for the railroad I don't think that I'd ever have gotten to city to pursue what I wanted.  Although the railroad saved me time, money, and gave me my dream I can't ignore the fact that due to the railroad we have had environmental degradation such as the killing off of the buffalo and cutting of lumber.
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			The thing that I noticed most when I made my move to the city was the amount of immigrants in that urban area. As I got my job and started working up the ranks of the business, I noticed that the immigrants stayed at the bottom and had to fight for every dollar and right that they could get.

When I finally got to the top of my business I noticed how much we fed off of these immigrants in urban America.
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			One thing the immigrants did bring with them was culture. Some saw this as a negative effect because they brought outside beliefs into our country, but I see it as a positive effect bringing in diversity to this country. Kind of bringing it back to how the country was first created. Not many people view it the way I did though.
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The only thing faulted my rise to power was the injustices that filled the city, due to the wealthy political bosses that controlled the way laws were regulated in the workplace. Deciding what did and didn't happen when it came to the laws of business. Although people of the political world did fight back they failed for the most part.

Even though the city was full of corruption immigrants and citizens eager to embody the American Dream it led to my rise in the gilded age.
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