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			Marrie Popinns was a special nanny, she cared for Jaine and Mikael very much. Every day the three went to visit Burt and his chalk drawings. Burt had amazing drawings, so amazing that when you jumped on them, you become a part of the drawing, traveling to a whole new dimension.
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			One day, Marrie and the children saw Burt drawing extra early in the day. The children asked what he was working so hard on, all they could see were railroads and old-style telephones. "Well kids you see, last night I was reading about the Gilded Age, and I was so inspired that I woke up early, came down here, and began right away. Do you kids wanna see inside?"
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			"Hmmm I don't know." Said Jaine, "It seems like a bunch of boring history stuff like we learn in school." "True, it does seem that way, but boy are you two ever wrong."
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			"The Gilded Age was a very interesting time period, filled with corruption but also advancements. On the outside, the era looked nice and shiny, businesses grew, there were new technologies, the nation's economy doubled, and government was pro-business. But when you really look into the era, you find that there was corruption in everything and that's what really makes the Gilded Age the Gilded Age. The era was also dominated by some really powerful people, who really helped shape the country. Most notably John D. Rockefeller, the oil baron, Andre Carnegie, the steel king, and J.P. Morgan, the bank's banker. Sadly though, these people were very corrupt and did good for the overall country, but not any single individual."
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			"Oh wow that sounds awesome!" Said Mikael. "Well then, let's go!" Burt led them in a spectacle of things to do that were supposed to help them jump into the painting. Marrie Popinns soon got frustrated, took the children's hands, and leaped into the painting with grace and elegance.
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			When everyone was inside the painting, the children were eager to run around and look at all the interesting activities that were going on. "Now one moment children, we must not make a spectacle of ourselves." Said Marrie. The children slowed down and came back to Marrie and Burt who were walking side by side. "Now children," began Burt, "listen closely as you begin to learn about the Gilded Age."
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			"First I want you all to hear about the technology of the era and the Industrial Revolution. During the time, there was no official government interest in railroads, but the railroads caused major family fortunes. One thing the Industrial Revolution created was the utilization of mass production, and that helped the economy a whole lot."
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			"Also, industrial capitalism was gaining momentum in the Gilded Age, along with technology. More and more people worked for an employer instead of making money on their own. The Bessemer steel process allowed for many jobs. Also, there were more and more inventions in the era. For example, the telegraph, electric lightbulb, and the telephone."
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			The kids were walking around the street and saw a telegraph. "What is this?" Said Jaine. "Well that's a telegraph little one, these were very common during the time." Explained Burt. "It looks so.... old." Said Michael. "It is old, but this gadget helped the age quite a bit." Replied Burt. 
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			"Let's move on, now during the Gilded Age, there was a lot of new transportation. Railroad were being created, as well as canals and rivers. These things were great, and they helped make things easier for the people who used them, but they took a role on the environment. Canals and rivers destroyed land and railroads polluted areas and took land from farmers."
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			"Hey Burt, a lot of these people don't look American, they have funny accents." Pointed out Mikael. "Right you are. During the age, there were quite a lot of immigrants coming to America, let me explain."
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			"Migration to America was a challenge and a reward in some ways, both for social and cultural life of the immigrants. Around 13.5 million immigrants were in America during the era, and a lot of those immigrants were able to escape religious persecution that they were experiencing in their old country once they arrived. You could say they had a newfound freedom."
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			"During the age, when people were coming to America, that caused some challenges. When immigrants traveled to America, they were on ships with very poor conditions, so that made them very desperate to arrive in the country. The Homestead Act also helped attract others to make the long trip. Although, when the immigrants made it to America, they soon found the country did have a few disadvantages. When people came to America, in some places if you were ill, you had to leave and go back to whatever country you came from. Also, some people that were natives to America did not like the new immigrants trying to take their jobs and make a life for themselves, for example the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882."
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			"Wow I never realized so many people wanted to come to America." Said Jaine. "Well they did, America offered hope and new dreams." Said Burt.
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			"Okay well lastly, through the age, there were social issues and debates. A lot of people tried to enforce moral purity, like the "Blue Laws" in Massachusetts that restricted work on Sunday. There was also the temperance movement which tried to stop people from drinking, the civil service reform movement which tried to eliminate corruption by having to take exams. The Pendleton Act gave government jobs based on experience and qualifications instead of which president is your friend. The Sherman Anti-Trust Act also helped stop corruption you stopping monopolies. The Interstate Commerce Act created no more railroad discrimination against small shippers. All of these issues and reforms helped move the Gilded Age."
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			"Alright guys, that's all I know about the Gilded Age, but if you wanted more information you can just ask around, these people are living in the age you know." "Thanks Burt! This was really awesome!" Said Mikael. "Indeed it was Burt, you have such an incredible knowledge like always." Said Marrie Popinns. It soon began raining. "Alright now, keep close children, don't smudge the drawing."

[image: ]
17


			

		

	
		
			Soon the drawing began to erase and the children found themselves back in the real world.
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SUNDAY LAWS

In Force in the Province of Ontario

PROHIBIT

1. LABOR. With certain exceptions this includes:

() THE WORK OF LABORERS, MECHANICS and MANUFACTURERS.

() ALL FARM WORK, such as SEEDING, HARVESTING, FENCING,
DITCHING.

() WORK ON RAILWAYS, such as BUILDING and CONSTRUCTION, and
‘also REPAIR WORK, excopt in emergoncics: and TRAFEIC, exeeping
the forwarding of PASSENGER AND CERTAIN FREIGHT TRATNG

(@) ALL BUILDING, TEAMING, DRIVING FOR BUSINESS PURPOSES,
THE WORK OF BAKERS AND BARBERS. Bc.

(¢) THE, WORK OF MUSICIANS AND PAID PERFORMERS OF ANY KIND.
Works of necessity and mercy excepted.

2. BUSINESS. 1t is unlawful to MAKE CONTRACTS or to BUY, SELL
or DELIVER ANYTHING on Sunday, including LIGUORS, CIGARS,
NEWSPAPERS, Eic. Generally spéaling the onty exceptions. ars
DELIVERING PASSENGERS' BAGGAGE, MILK for dormestic was
and SUPPLYING MEALS AND MEDICINES.

3. ALL GAMES. RACES OR OTHER SPORTS FOR
MONEY OR PRIZES, or which are noisy, or at which a foo is charged,
and the business of AMUSEMENT or ENTERTAINMENT,

ALL EXCURSIONS for hire and with the object of pleasure, by
TRAIN, STEAMER or OTHER CONVEYANCE.

5. ADVERTISING in Canada, unlawful things to take place on Sunday,

cither in Canada or across the line.

»

6. IMPORTING, SELLING or DISTRIBUTING FOREIGN
NEWSPAPERS on Sunday.

7. ALL GAMBLING, TIPPLING, USING PROFANE LAN-
GUAGE. and all other acts which: disturb the public quiet.

8. ALL PUBLIC MEETINGS, except in Churches.
. HUNTING, SHOOTING, FISHING:; aiso BATHING in any

public place or in sight of a place of publicworship, or private residence.
THE PENALTY IS FROM $1.00 TO $500.00
T e S S B S e

THE GAME LAW

Of the Province makes Sunday a CLOSE SEASON for all GAME and
HUNTING ‘and SHOOTING UNCAWEUL on that day.

THE PENALTY IS FROM $5.00 TO $25.00. P
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