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Diary of Mary Chase (Select Excerpts)


			

		

	
		
			November 17, 1869

Today is my 11th birthday. Father bought me this journal to practice writing in when he went into town yesterday. I expected to not be gifted anything at all since the crops were not as profitable this year as was last. I am the daughter of William Chase and Elizabeth Buckingham-Chase and the elder sister of Julian Chase. We live on our family farm by Danville, Illinois and we depend on the sale of our grain and soybeans to buy the needed supplies that we cannot make ourselves. Sometimes we will sell a few chickens or cows if money gets tight but we certainly get by. 
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			November 22, 1869

Julian and I were supposed to leave this morning to take a train to see Uncle Robert in Georgia, but Father said that the country is too broken from President Lincoln's Civil War. He had been exchanging letters with Uncle Robert for several months now about the conditions down there. It has been difficult for him in the last decade. About a week before my 6th birthday, General Sherman burnt down Atlanta including the bank that my uncle worked at. Thanks to the railroad, the city has rebuilt itself but Father said that the people there are still very angry. Maybe Uncle Robert could come visit us...it would only take 3 days by railcar!
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December 3, 1869

Uncle Robert arrived unexpectedly yesterday. He caught a train from Atlanta to Chicago and met a farmer who happened to be going to Danville. Julian and I are elated to see him again. I overheard him talking to Father this afternoon. He said that it was too dangerous to stay in Atlanta any longer. There was a group called the Ku Klux Klan who was very violent against the freed negroes and all who supported them. They even killed people they didn't like. That sounds very scary. I am glad that he was able to come to us. 
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			December 30, 1869

Uncle Robert has been helping us for almost a month now, but he is preparing to go to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to have a fresh start. He said that farming is not the most profitable job and it will probably get worse as the years go on. He was explaining that during the Civil War, the Union's need for a transcontinental railroad sparked the building of many factories and manufacturing companies. The reporters are calling it the Industrial Revolution. I hope our farm will do well, I don't want to leave my home.

January 10, 1870

We received a letter from Uncle Robert this morning. He made it to Pittsburgh and found housing in the city. In his letter, he described what the city was like and the opportunities it had to offer. Apparently, there is thousands of buildings and hundreds of thousands of people all in the city's limits. He said that there was many boats in the three rivers about the city and that the city provided materials for the railroads. There are many coal mines and steel factories strewn about. The city consists of many cultures all ranging from Irish to English to other Eastern European cultures. I think it sounds crowded and busy, but it sounds interesting to live there.
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			January 30, 1870

Today was Julian's 9th birthday. Father told him that he is now of age to start helping him take care of the farm when the season begins. I know that it is wrong of me, but I overheard Father telling Mother last night that we are almost in debt. Our crops were not worth what he hoped plus the railroad fees were even higher than before. I think Uncle Robert was right when he said that our farm will end soon. It's all about business now. Times are changing.
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			February 3, 1870

Father said that today was a big day in history. He read in the paper that Congress passed the 15th amendment to the Constitution. Now everyone, except women, have the right to vote and no one can take it away. Why can't women vote though? Mother is pretty smart and I think she believes in good ideas. She should be able to voice her opinion. I asked Father why she couldn't vote. All he said was that many people believed that women were not the same as men. He thinks they should be able to vote too, and hopes that women like Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton could make a difference.
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			October 28, 1870

This year was horrid. Father said that the soil must've been bad, because the majority of our grain and beans were not good enough to be sold. Many of our plants died before they were reading to be harvested. This afternoon, a man from the bank in Chicago came with a notice for Father. It was a foreclosure slip. My home will soon not be mine, but the bank's. I want to cry. I have been here all my life and it is not being taken away from me. It is not fair, but hopefully the future will be better. We are going to Pittsburgh to be with Uncle Robert. We are no longer farmers. Now we are city people.
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			November 8, 1870

We decided that it would be better to live in a tenement with Uncle Robert until we can get enough money saved up to live elsewhere. Within the next few days, we will all go to work to help pay for everything. Father and Julian have jobs at the same iron mill as Uncle Robert. Mother and I have jobs in a textile mill making paper. Each month all five of us would make about $115, but about $60 goes toward paying for our new "home." I don't like it here. It's so crowded and the smell assaults my nose. In the few days we've been here, I've seen more people sick than ever before.
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			November 17, 1870

I am 12 years old today and I am tired. Actually, WE are tired. Mother and I have been working 12 hours every single day for the last few weeks. Uncle Robert, Father and Julian have been working 16 hours each day as well. The factory floor where I work with Mother makes our home look like a mansion. The environment at the factory is absolutely awful. It is crowded, dirty and a hazard to all. At this point, I believe that the factory owner wants cheap labor with little money put into well-being and worker safety. Father blames it on the government not having any regulations when it comes to these businesses. Uncle Robert believes that anything to do with politics is controlled by these large companies. Money can get you anything in this world.
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			October 11, 1871

There was an article in the newspaper today. Almost all of Chicago is gone. Burnt up in flames. Black as night and gone. They were saying that 100,000 people have no homes or jobs. Churches, factories, stores are completely gone. I wonder if it reached our farm. I wonder if the bank who took our farm is gone. It would be an act of revenge by God, I think. At least we live away from that now, but the danger still looms. A group of men who live below us said that this building is just waiting to be destroyed. All it would take is a small ember and this side of town would be just like Chicago. Lord Almighty help us. 
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			March 12, 1872

There is a new movement in the nation. They are calling themselves the Farmers' Alliance. They are tired of being discriminated by the railroad companies and are calling for the government to end its lassiez-faire stance on this demon of an industry. Father follows this movement. Maybe he wants to be the simple farmer that he once was. I wish we had our old life again. I am only 13, yet I feel like an adult. Here in the city, I've lost my childhood.
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			September 27, 1883

Finally, the corruption in the federal government is being dealt with! What a glorious start to the decade. Congress passed the Pendleton Act restricting the members of government from receiving BRIBES essentially from outsiders to run for official offices. This should've ended after Jackson's spoils system, but at least it was dealt with.

On another note, I am going to a meeting downtown. I have joined the Women's Suffrage movement, the NWSA is what I follow. They based their views off of the original fighters, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott. Also, I am being courted by a man who also wishes for suffrage for women. Mother says it's about time saying that I am almost 24 years old.
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			October 26, 1892

There is an election coming soon. Grover Cleveland as the democrat, Benjamin Harrison as the republican, and James Weaver as the populist. My husband and I are following the populist party. They are a party for the common person, not the businesses. They are going for railroad regulations and banking regulation as well as multiple social reforms. We just want to be represented and not forgotten by our own government.

March 28, 1893

The election was interesting in my eyes as there was a rematch in voting. In the end, Grover Cleveland won once again and is our new 24th president.

My younger brother Julian is getting married in the upcoming months. It's hard to believe that he is already in his 20's, but he is very successful. Through working in the steel mills, he apprenticed under a man who taught him Morse code and how to use a telegraph. He now works with a railroad company and is paid nicely for his talent.
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			March 14, 1896

The populist party is now dead. In this election, it was between William McKinley (Republican) and William Jennings Bryan (Democratic Populist). It was so close to being a tie but McKinley pulled just a little bit more in that fight. McKinley represented all prosperous groups such as businesses and corporations, but Bryan was for the hard working man who was a little bit unskilled but more or less the common citizen.  This is the present that will close out the century with America. I wonder what the 1900's have in store for all people on God's Earth.
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