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Today on AP Triangle, we will be discussing the Gilded Age.
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The Gilded Age took place after the end of the Civil War. The full time period is from 1865 to 1898.
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The first years of the Gilded Age involved the Industrial Revolution. The spread of industry started to replace farmers in the South, although there were still farmers. 
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New inventions, like Cyrus McCormick's reaper, helped out with the farmers work. A farmers job was very rough during the Gilded Age, farmers had more crops to grow in order to provide materials needed in the increasing numbers of factories. 
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With increase of industries, railroad corporations came into existence. Andrew Carnegie's steel company assisted in the production of the tracks of the railroads. Steel is purified iron, and Carnegie used the Bessemer process to create his steel. 
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Railroads were a new form of transportation that had its ups and downs. The railroads made transportation of goods more efficient. The land used by the railroads were given to the corporations by the government with land grants.
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The railroads were great, but there was so much corruption in the companies that built the railroads. In many cases, one of the most famous was the Credit Mobiler Scandal, the owners used a technique called 'stock watering' in order to sell stocks for a higher value compared to the original value.
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Another issue with the railroads was the farmers opinion. The farmers hated but also liked the railroads. The railroads would transport their crops to areas they couldn't have been shipped before, but the prices of the shipping was what the farmers hated.
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Industrial Capitalism was weaving its way into the industry. Trusts and pools were ways to make corporations become bigger, better, and richer. These ways of business were considered monopolies.

An example of a monopoly can be found in John Rockefeller's 'horizontal integration', in which the system was that a business ruled over the other businesses by threatening them. Rockefeller owned an oil industry, and through his system he basically controlled the oil industry through a monopoly.
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			Later on in the Gilded Age, New Immigration became the common issue in America. New Immigration was the migration of people from Europe in the 1880s. This issue made many Americans angry but some organizations, such as the Hull House which would help the immigrants to learn English and find employment, showed that some Americans still supported immigration.
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The political leaders of America used the new immigrants for their personal interest. These leaders would manipulate the immigrants into giving them their vote, this is also known as exploiting. 

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Later on in the Gilded Age, New Immigration became the common issue in America. New Immigration was the migration of people from Europe in the 1880s. This issue made many Americans angry but some organizations, such as the Hull House which would help the immigrants to learn English and find employment, showed that some Americans still supported immigration.

[image: ]
[image: ]
The political leaders of America used the new immigrants for their personal interest. These leaders would manipulate the immigrants into giving them their vote, this is also known as exploiting. 

[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
The New Immigration had a large effect on society and its culture. The Immigration added opportunities to reformers (people who had ideals that were new and not accepted into society yet) to spread their beliefs and organizations. The challenging part, however, was to stop the influence of the political leaders and stop exploitation of the immigrants. 
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The reform movement was the final event during the Gilded Age. During the reform movement, temperance and women suffrage were highly supported by most Americans, and the Harlem Renaissance (black writers and music from the slums and other areas) was a new era of music and literature.
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