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			After the war, the economy started to build. Agriculture began to flourish, businesses grew larger, and railroads grew more popular. It was the end of reconstruction, but the start of rapid industrialization. 
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			During this period there was impressive economic growth and the fast expansion of major cities. Chicago's population increased widely from 1870 to 1900, for example. Technological innovations during this time included the telephone, skyscraper, refrigerator, car, linotype machine, electric lightbulb, typewriter, and electric motor, as well as advances in chromolithography, steel production, and many other industries. 
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			The Bessemer Process, especially, was a major innovation during this time period. It was a process creating steel using iron. This allowed for the mass production of cheaper, stronger steel. If you want to see how it worked, click on the hyperlink.


https://youtu.be/_kSp5K70cYc
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Railroads using the new and improved steel was laid down across the land. This allowed for improved transportation and a boom in the steel production and rise of big corps. The effects of the railroad however, created problems with the issue of conserving natural resources like coal. It also affected the plains Indians running straight through their territory and killed millions of buffalo that were hit by the trains as they passed through their grazing areas.




			

		

	
		
			
This era had a rise in several capitalist millionaires such as Andrew Carnegie. Andrew Carnegie led the expansions of the American steel industry and became a millionaire by using the Bessemer Process to make cheaper, stronger steel.
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Many capitalist millionaires like Andrew Carnegie created many issues for the common man. They were able to basically take over and bribe the government official for control creating mass corruption in all government systems.


			

		

	
		
			During the Gilded Age, cities began to grow massively. The migration in America of people from rural to urban so suddenly struck the cities with crime and sanitation issues. There were problems of pollution thought the cities and led to corruption of poor public health.
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			During the Gilded Age, the Populist Party was established. This was also known as the people's party in which was supported by western farmers and factory laborers. They believed in the power of the people and fought for the corruption of the overpowering corporations.
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They advocated for government control on monopolies and believed in the interest of farmers and labor, graduated income tax and free silver coinage. 

For more info on the Populist Party click the link https://youtu.be/2-WCQls-jSc


			

		

	
		
			There were many social reform movements during the Gilded Age like the Civil Service Act that was enacted to stop government corruption by requiring certain government job applicants to be competitively examined. There was also the Temperance movement to ban alcohol and women's right movement to fight for equal rights of all women.
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