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			The Gilded Age was the time of economic growth, the second industrial revolution, urbanization, immigration, and political and economic corruption in America. This time period included the era of forgotten presidents. Congress and business took precedents over the presidency, and politics were more competitive than they had ever been before.
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			This time period brought with it the development of the factory system, the textile industry, the railroads, and the telegraph. Innovation and technology became big business as the nation was becoming systemized.
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			The railroads expanded substantially in the late 1800's. The first transcontinental railroad was completed in 1869, and it finally connected the two sides of the nation. This railroad helped with trade with Asia and it opened up the west for expansion. In total, there were five transcontinental railroads: The Northern Pacific, Atchison, Topeka, Santa Fe, Southern Pacific, and the Great Northern. These railroads aided industrialization in the developing country as they allowed for easy transport of raw materials and manufactured goods. 
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			Although the railroads brought many economic advantages, they had plenty of disadvantages on the environment and on the native people of the plains. These railways cleared forests and disturbed the previously peaceful landscape. One-third of the state of California's forests had disappeared by the 1860's. Also, buffalo herds were hunted to mere extinction. Whites hunted them for their expensive hides, or they shot them from the windows of trains for pure sport. The lack of buffalo and the desire for their land also Indians onto reservations where they were to stay for years to come.
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			This era also brought the harnessing of electricity. Thomas Alva Edison created the electric lightbulb in 1879, and from there the idea took off. The first power plant was called Pearl Street Station and was located in Manhattan. In 1882, it supplied enough electricity to power the four hundred lamps of its 82 customers. In 1884, the plant had worked its way up to 508 customers with their near 10,000 lamps. The availability of electricity caused many people to move into cities to take advantage of this amazing invention.
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			The telegraph was also invented in the 1840's by Samuel Morse, and the telephone in 1876 by Alexander Graham Bell. These inventions both enhanced the way Americans communicated because they allowed for communication at great distances.
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			The Industrial Revolution occurred in the Gilded Age, for industry and trade were booming. The U.S. was transforming from an agriculture based economy to an economy based on industry and manufacturing. Manufacturing increased when the demand for mass produced products like textiles, telephones and lightbulb increased. This also called for the demand of factory workers.
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			The demand for resources like iron increased, too. Because of this, many mines opened. The men who owned these mines and factories because very wealthy and very prominent figures in the economy, politics, and social life in America.
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			These capitalist men included Carnegie, Rockefeller, Vanderbilt, Gould, and Morgan. They were sometimes seen as heroes, and sometimes seen as robber barons. 
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			The big businesses that were created were sneaky in their ways. They created monopolies that essentially took over because they had no other competition. They inflated prices and hurt the consumer.
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			Many people moved to cities during the industrial revolution to work in factories. The mass influx of people caused never-before-seen issues to arise. There became a need for trash disposal systems, like dumps, because garbage piled high along city streets. The laborers lived on back roads with bad housing conditions, terrible sanitation, and disease.
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			These factory workers started to express their anger to their bosses on behalf of their low wages and long hours. They often went on strike, or publicly protested. They eventually organized into unions to negotiate and work towards a change in these issues. Popular labor unions include The American Federation of Labor and The Knights of Labor.
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			Many immigrants fled to America during this time period. A vast majority of them were Greek, Italian, Polish, Slovak, Serb, Russian, and Croat. The number of Japanese and Chinese immigrants coming into the country were also plentiful until they were cut off in 1882. 

Many immigrants were Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox who faced hardships in Europe and fled to the United States in search of freedom. Many didn't speak English and weren't familiar with our democratic ways.
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			American cities became the destination of many of these immigrants. Settlements like Chinatown, Greektown, and Little Italy are prime examples of this.
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			However, many American "nativists" didn't welcome these immigrants. The Chinese Exclusion act was enacted in 1882. The people of the west coast started attributing economic downfalls and shortage of jobs to the large number of Chinese immigrants. Twenty-five years later, Japanese immigration was also restricted.

https://youtu.be/fWIAv7yTqLE

[image: ]Watch this video on the Chinese Exclusion Act!
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			The Gilded Age marked substantial reform. The nation saw the growing need for changes on issues such as temperance, women's suffrage, working and living conditions, and corruption in government.


			

		

	
		
			The Social Gospel was flourishing at this time. It was a reform movement led by Protestant ministers who used religion to demand better housing and living conditions for the urban poor. It is strongly linked to the settlement house movement.
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			Settlement houses were places where immigrants could live upon their entry into the U. S. Inside these houses, immigrants could get English lessons, instruction on how to get a job, and partake in cultural activities. The first and most popular Settlement House was the Hull House created by Jane Addams in 1889. 
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			Government regulation efforts began when the abuses of big business started to show. The Interstate Commerce Act was established in 1887, and stated that the federal government had to the right to observe railroad activities. It required railroad companies to publish their rates and file them with the government.

The Sherman Anti-Trust act was then enacted in 1890. It banned the formation of trusts and monopolies in the United States.
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			Many women during this time felt that society's downfalls could be attributed to alcohol. They believed this ominous liquor led to domestic abuse and neglect of the family. As a result, the Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) was founded. They advocated for the prohibition of alcohol thought their alleged purity and higher sense of morality. They weren't successful in complete temperance during this time period, but were successful in passing dry laws.
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8_FKm2-vDl0


			

		

	
		
			Women also felt that social and moral reform depended wholly on women gaining the right to vote. Therefore, the National American Woman's Suffrage Association (NAWSA) was formed.
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			Another group that hoped for reform were farmers. They had many demands that they wished would be met. They were called the Populists, or "The People's Party".
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