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			The Gilded Age

Riddled with Corruption
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			America Reborn 

After the civil war, the United States was changed forever economically, politically, and socially. Factories that were built during the civil war for the war effort were now converted from making guns and ammunition, to peacetime purposes. Thanks to the war effort, the industry in the U.S exploded as these new factories used their production power for the consumers. This was a pivotal moment in the U.S's economical history, as it switched from agricultural based to industrial. This caused the economy to boom so significantly that in the span of about 20 years from the start of reconstruction, the economy nearly doubled in size. This new market was defined by competition, as each company rushed to produce cheapest, and largest quantities of goods. 
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A Brief Overview: The Gilded Age

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
American Innovation

[image: ]
This time period is marked by the countless technologies and inventions that were considered revolutionary during this time. Some of these inventions created new social normality's, while also changing the family life at home. Thomas Edison almost single handedly accomplished these things with his inventions such as electricity, the Phonograph, as well as the Motion Picture Projector just to name a few.  Other inventions innovated the industrial sector, such as Andrew Carnegie using the Bessemer process to make steel cheaper and faster, while also using new business tactics to make himself one of the largest American Tycoons to date. Buildings were also revolutionized, as the newly invented steel skeletons allowed for builders to build their buildings higher than ever, which led to the very first skyscrapers. And while railroads were not new, they saw themselves reach out across the U.S, as east and west were now bound together by railway for the very first time in a single, transcontinental railroad. 
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Thomas Edison invented the lightbulb in 1879. 


			

		

	
		
			The Railway

During the Gilded Age, the railroad industry boomed. With these new factories and more products to be shipped, the demand for a reliable source of transportation became more and more desired. The economic benefited greatly from these railways, which in turn caused the railroad industry to be very successful, as the United States government also encouraged the companies to build railroads, with incentives such as land and money loans. But this lucrative system led to massive amounts of corruption in both the railway tycoons and the government itself. 

To make the Railways safer, George Westinghouse invented the Air Brake in 1869 which made the stopping of Trains more reliable. 
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This is the first time that pollution played a major role in transportation as trains were powered by coal. These emissions are harmful to the environment, but at the time were ignored. 


			

		

	
		
			Visual of the extent and reach of railroads in 1890
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			Big Business
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This era saw the rise of big business. These new business leaders used unprecedented and cutthroat methods to build the largest corporations that the United States had seen. These techniques included Horizontal and Vertical Integration. Horizontal integration was used to buy out the competition for a product to create a monopoly, while vertical integration bought all the resources to make a single product to make the process more efficient and cheaper. These methods gave rise to tycoons such as Andrew Carnegie, J Pierpoint Morgan, and John D. Rockefeller. These economic giants not only controlled the U.S market, but their influenced also reached into politics, where corruption ran rampant in the form of greed. These Tycoons controlled so much, that many corrupt government members decisions were influenced to make choices in favor of these tycoons in hopes of getting in bed with these large tycoons. 
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			Comics
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			From the Farm to the City
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Urban America 

Social and Cultural Changes

During the Gilded age, more and more people moved from rural farms to the urban cities in search of work. Immigrants also came from overseas to these booming cities in search of a new and better life. This caused a shift in the general population, as more people in the United States moved to cities than were living rurally. This mass immigration to these cities cause major problems. These problems were based on overcrowding, with sanitation becoming a large and alarming issue, as the cities could not dispose of all the waste from such a huge population. Garbage and human waste piled up, and water became more and more unsanitary which caused diseases to spread. The working class were also forced to live in crowded slums, in which the standard of living went down. While these issues were tremendous, they were eventually addressed as these problems grew larger as time went on. 
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This era also saw the split of the family. Originally, family's would work together to cultivate their land in a rural setting. Now, family's were split up by their work, with mothers and fathers working long hours while children also could be sent to work. This shifted Americas culture drastically, as the family unit became less stressed of its importance of unity. This also created various problems, as these long hours and bad living conditions mentally affected the American society. With these horrible working conditions for an equally meager pay, to escape the reality of their horrible living conditions, alcoholism and crime rates started to rise in these cities populations. 
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Above: Overcrowding of Chicago

Left and Bottom: Depictions of slum life in NY
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City Life


			

		

	
		
			Social Issues 
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While there were lots of social and cultural issues, many reforms were also made for the better. Main issues that were advocated for included the temperance movement, women's suffrage, and political reform. Many, mostly women, blamed most of the social issues on alcoholism. The temperance movement was to ban alcohol in hopes that there would be less crime and family violence. Women also fought for the right to vote, asking for a say in social reforms. And especially during this era, corruption ran rampant in local governments in which few people actually had a say in important matters while they held dynasties in the local levels. These politicians stayed in office by handing out incentives to slums so they would keep revoting them back in office. This was especially effective with immigrants who needed help to be fed and housed by these "political machines" and in return would vote for them. This led to laws to be put in place for anonymous ballots, so a person could not be forced to vote for a certain politician or party, but many still found away to corrupt the system. 
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