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			The Gilded Age began after Reconstruction and marked the start of a huge economic and industrialized boom across the country. Several large corporations began and mass amounts of immigrants flooded in in search of a better life.

The term "Gilded Age" was created by writer Mark Twain. Gilded refers to something being covered in a thin sheet of gold. So while the era looked nice, several unattractive things were occurring in the inner workings of America.

Welcome to...
The Gilded Age 
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			Technologies and the Industrial Revolution

During this time period several different new technologies and inventions were created which greatly influenced the lives of many Americans. 

One such development known as the Bessemer process was a way of producing cheaper stronger steel. This allowed the construction of several things previously unbuildable such as skyscrapers and train tracks that would last decades unlike their iron counterparts.
Still curious about the process of making steel? Click Here



Other such inventions include the telephone, telegraph, and electric powered lights which connected America and improved the living standard


			

		

	
		
		
			Transportation and the Environment 

[image: ]
Railroads were rapidly expanding access the Great Plains of the United States. Theses railroads connected the east and west allowing smoother and easier trade throughout the US.

Millions of Buffalo lived on these plains. These Buffalos were hunted to near extinction putting a major dent in the lifestyle of the plains Indians whose life revolved around the bison


			

		

	
		
		
			[image: ]
[image: ]


			

		

	
		
		
			Industrial Capitalism 
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This era also gave birth to several capitalist millionaires such as Andrew Carnegie (seen right). Carnegie became extremely rich off his use of the Bessemer process to make steel. He also incorporated vertical integration to improve his business. 
More about Andrew Carnegie

To the every day American, these new multi-millionaire businessmen held a negative connotation. They usually created trusts and monopolies and were also infamous for bribing government officials creating mass corruption in both local and national government.


			

		

	
		
		
			Urbanization of America
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During the Gilded Age a mass migration from rural to urban America began. Several families sought the opportunity to work in factories  and make a better living. Due to this massive growth in cities, overpopulation, horrible sanitation, crime, and pollution were several problems faced by urban America.


			

		

	
		
		
			
Immigrants in America

A new wave of immigrants flooded into America seeking economic opportunity from South Eastern Europe. These "New Immigrants" were generally disliked due to their old customs which were different from Americans. They also took jobs and worked for cheaper than average Americans.
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			Hannah Curtis Nov. 24, 1845

Actual letters home from immigrants in America

William Dunne Nov. 16, 1846

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
		
			Society and 

The Populist Party, also known as the "People's Party" was a political party created and established during the Gilded Age. The main supporters of the party were western farmers and factory laborers who sought the end of overpowering corporations in America. They believed in direct election, labor reform, a graduated income tax, and government ownership of railroads and other such services. Although being a powerful party, there was never a populist president in office despite their efforts.
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			The Gilded Age

Reform movements were also abundant during the Gilded Age. Labor reform, The Temperance Movement, and woman's suffrage were all active movements at the time.
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Labor reformers sought for shorter working hours, safer working conditions, and higher pay. Several labor unions formed such as the American Federation of Labor (AFL) and the Knights of Labor. Workers would commonly go on strike to get their voices heard and demands met.

The temperance movement sought the end of alcohol consumption in the United States. After the Civil War, alcohol consumption was at an all time high in the US. Several people, especially women and religious leaders, called for the end of alcohol. They saw alcohol as liquid evil and sought to end its negative impact on society. 


			

		

	
		
		
			Information sources

http://www.ushistory.org/us/36.asp

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraid=9
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