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			The Gilded Age was a post-Civil War boom. The Civil War had left the nation in pieces after the long and horrendous war, but fortunately an era of economic prosperity pushed the US as an important aspect of the global economy. 

What is the Gilded Age?
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[image: ]Life as a farmer was tough, my farm was devastated from the Civil War and the state of the economy wasn't helping. As the months went on, I lost hope. Due to overproduction, crop prices dropped significantly and it seemed inevitable that I needed to find a new source of income if I were to survive.


			

		

	
		
			Technology and the Industrial Revolution
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[image: ]Technology such as advancements in mass production led to the Industrial Revolution. It shifted the dominant agriculture based economy into a mass consumer enterprise. Innovation in factories and buildings quickly urbanized cities such as New York. Railroads quickly transported materials and people across the country allowing cities to be connected via railroad.
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[image: ]Transportation had improved drastically with the US focusing on connecting the Pacific and Atlantic coast through railroads. A vast railroad network allowed for farmers and ranchers, like myself, in the Great Plains to ship their products to the eastern or western markets. However, with the railroad going across the vast US, there was major environmental effects as a result of the ambition of creating the railroad network. The buffalo population had especially decreased to near extinction due to the need of using their grazing land for railroads and hunting them had become a sport to those who used the railroads.
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Transportation and its effects
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[image: ]My failing farm led me to migrate to the large cities where industrial jobs could be found. However, the reality is that the cities were in horrible conditions. Disease ran rampant and sanitation was poor. The industrial factories also did not have proper health precautions and often times many of the people I worked with, perished.
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Migration and urban America


			

		

	
		
			Technology and the rise of industrial capitalism
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[image: ]I worked at the Carnegie Steel Company at which the steel tycoon Andrew Carnegie, perfected the Bessemer process in order to mass produce steel through cheaper methods. Another technological advancement was his method of controlling the entire line of production called vertical integration. I've been moved numerous times to different parts of the steel production such as transportation or production while still working for one company. This economic innovation led to Andrew Carnegie's monopoly over the entire steel industry in America.

Andrew Carnegie
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[image: ]With all this economic opportunity, it didn't just attract us farmers to the cities, it attracted foreigners. Many Americans who referred to themselves as nativists, discriminated and abused the immigrants. A lot of immigrants were also exploited at the factories and political level. Although these social inequalities happened, the immigrants brought their culture with them, setting up communities of Italians for example. This addition of multiple cultures also aggravated many nativists who disagreed with their religion or practices, however I believe it brought a positive change that diversified the city.

Migration and social and cultural changes
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			Gilded Age social issues and debates
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[image: ]With the huge flow of migrates into urban America, there were a lot of social problems that needed to be addressed. Reformers such as Lincoln Steffens wrote "the shame of the cities," which showed the corruption of the municipal government through bribery of huge corporations. Assimilation of immigrants was a problem that needed to be addressed. I supported the various settlement houses that meant to educate and help the immigrants

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
[image: ]Even with the prosperity of the US during the Gilded Age, workers such as myself suffered greatly as a result of the economic boom. I live in the city with all the hardship and injustice that occurs. However, I can't tell whether life here was better than life on the farm after the Civil War.
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