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			The term "Gilded Age" describes the time period from 1865-1898, post Civil-War, and was given by Mark Twain as a sarcastic remark. The term literally means that from the outside looking in, the Gilded Age was spectacular and looked like an amazing time to be alive in, but if you were actually living in the time period you would know that it was filled with greed and corruption. What made the era gold was the big technological advancements in transportation, job opportunities the era had, and the reforms winning some fights, but all of those things did not outshine the corrupt and greediness that took over the political and economic world. In this book, I will analyze the Gilded Age and expose the ugliness that occurred. 
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			Before trains and cars were made, Americans had to travel either by stage coach which took around 6 months and wasn't very safe due to the rough terrain from the desert and the mountains that they traveled over, or by sea which was a long strenuous journey. Then along came the completion of the transcontinental railroad which made the process of trading from coast to coast quicker, and quickened transportation needs for Americans. By the end of the century, four other transcontinental railroads were created. 

1. Advances in transportation and its effect on the environment 
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			Before urbanization occurred, majority of Americans were involved in agriculture and that was the main source of income. Americans started to settle on the arid desert known as the Great Plains and quickly ran into issues with the natives, but that will be discussed later on in this book. The creation of the railroad led to mass killing of bison that the natives relied on for various reasons. As America became urbanized, scientists began to pay attention to the limited amount of natural resources America had and various measures like the federal Environmental Protection Agency and Endangered Species Act were created to watch out for ecological system. President Roosevelt even felt strongly about the topic and the Desert Land Act of 1877 and the Federal Reserve Act of 1891 were a couple of environment acts that were passed while he was in office. 
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			2. Technology and the Industrial Revolution 

In 1890, the frontier line was no longer discernible. More and more Americans headed towards the city making few be involved with farming. Mechanization of agriculture became popular making those who didn't adapt fall out of business. America's natural resources, oil, coal, and iron, were pushed into factories. The telephone, typewriter, electric light bulb, dictaphone, phonograph, and mimeograph were a few items invented during this era. 
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			The railroad industry sparked a boom in the steel and oil industry. Big wealthy businessmen become dominant throughout the time period as a new way to make railroad lines and bridges emerged. The Bessemer process made Andrew Carnegie emerge, and new invention of an engine for automobiles made John D. Rockefeller emerge as well. Barbed wired fences protected the cattle from stampeding and the slaughtering that the railroads brung. 


			

		

	
		
			3. Technology and the Rise of Industrial Capitalism 

As I stated before, the industrial revolution led to big businessmen taking over and they were referred to as tycoons or trust titans. Andrew Carnegie, the king of steel; John D. Rockefeller, the oil baron; and J. Pierpont Morgan, the bankers' banker, all came up with techniques to eliminate the other competition and to run their specific business industry. Vertical integration, horizontal integration, trusts, and interlocking directorates were the methods that these men came up with. These men became the faces of the "new rich" that emerged; men who scrambled for power and prestige. They overpowered smaller businesses and ran a lot of business to the ground. 
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			The rising of businessmen also changed social class beliefs. The wealthy became attracted to a version of Charles Darwin's teachings of evolution and used the term "survival of the fittest" to argue their wrongdoings. The men believed that God gave them the abilities to outshine their competition and that if they worked hard, they could do the same. The businessmen also used the theory to argue why the government should have a lassiez-faire approach when it came to handling the economy. The big businessmen, like Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller, were deemed as "robber barons". Andrew Carnegie did not agree with the term he became associated with and wrote the book "Gospel of Wealth," and said that the wealthy had a duty to repay their debt to the society and donate back to the community. 


			

		

	
		
			States did their best to control the big corporations and made them apply to a state legislature for a charter which put many restrictions on them. As the economy and corporations grew at a fast rate, the government started to grant individual grants to corporations which made things grow out of control. The control the states had over regulating big businesses became blurred and was disputed over. At first the Supreme Court ruled that states did ultimately hold that power, as seen in the "Granger Cases" where states could set a rate for grain storage, but that was soon left behind. In the case of Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railroad v. Illinois, the Supreme Court ruled that Congress had the right to regulate interstate commerce. This led to even more corruption as the members of the congress cut deals wit ph the businessmen, and the business men soon ran the country and held a lot of control over people. 


			

		

	
		
			The Interstate Commerce Act of 1887 was the first attempt by Washington to regulate business in the interest of the society. The act prohibited rebates and pools and required railroads to publish their rates openly as well as stop discriminating against the shippers. The Interstate Commerce Commission was set up to enforce the legislation. The Interstate Commerce Act stabilized the business system. A few years late the Sherman Anti-Trust act was passed. This act  forbade combinations in restraint of trade and targeted the big trusts without distinguishing if they were good or bad. The law proved to be ineffective due to the loopholes the lawyers of the big businessmen found. 


			

		

	
		
			4. Migration & Urban America 

As America became more urbanized, the emergence of large cities became very common. Americans began to leave the agricultural based south and move towards the urbanized north. Things like indoor plumbing, fire safety, electricity, telephones, and paved streets attracted the Americans to urban areas. The cities grew upward as well as outward; skyscrapers emerged in Chicago in 1885. With the skyscraper came the electric elevator, trolley, and subway, all which further attracted Americans. Problems quickly arose though as sanitation and waste disposal became an issue. "Slums" grew as well and further dirtied the cities. Tenements became popular as well but sparked a large issue when a fire occurred in downtown Chicago and destroyed fifteen thousand buildings and injuring and killing many. This prompted cities to begin to use stone and iron for buildings 
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			The farmers faced strong struggles throughout this time. They became chained to a one crop economy and faced large debt once bankruptcy and panics emerged in the 1880's. The land grew dry and tired as well. Floods caused a vast amount of erosion to occur and droughts made it extremely difficult to plant anything. The farmers became victims to the harvester trust, fertilizer trust, and barbed-wired trust, all of which controlled output and raised prices extremely high. Being a farmer during this time was a big challenge. 
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			5. Migration and social and cultural changes

Migration conflict occurred throughout the west as the whites drove out the natives. Diseases like cholera and typhoid were spread to them killing a lot of the native population. The whites hunting the bison also put a strain on the relationship with the Indians and complicated things further. A reservation system was put in place to separate and colonize the tribes but that didn't work out so well due to misunderstandings. Wars soon emerged between the natives and the Americans which further shrunk the native population due to the many losses they took. The Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 was one of the last actions taken to dissolve the natives. The act forced the Indians to give up titles to their land and they would recieve them back once they were well behaved like white settlers. The Americans forced the natives to merge with the culture by banning many of their holidays, rituals, and dances. 


			

		

	
		
			Even other countries felt the pull towards urban America. "New immigrants", immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe, flowed into America. They stayed together in cities and created their own communities due to being heavily discriminated against by the "old immigrants" who had already assimilated into the American culture. They were attracted to the political, religious, and economic freedom that came with living in America. Political machines welcomed the new immigrants in. Boss Tweed who was head of Tammany Hall is a great example of this; he would support the immigrants financially and in return would have them vote for him to stay in office. The immigrants spread the word to their family members about the greatness of America which in turn sparked more immigration and brought more languages and cultural change to America. However, the immigrants weren't as welcomed as they could have been.
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			The nativists heavily discriminated against the new immigrants for various reasons. The nativists argued that the new immigrants were taking jobs away from the low-skilled native born workers, depressed the wages, and they were especially not liked because the company owners would bring in immigrants to replace the workers when they went on strikes. The nativists also argued that natives were less-skilled and less-educated than the others that had migrated at earlier times. Many nativists supported the idea of restricting immigration to open up job opportunities and reduce the tax. The discrimination can be seen with the passing of the Chinese Exclusion Act. The Chinese were brought into America for labor reasons, to work on the transcontinental railroad, but were not extremely discriminated against and congress passed the act which halted all immigration of Chinese laborers into America. 
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			6. Gilded Age - Social Issues & Debates

Various reform movements broke out throughout the era, one of them being the fight for better equality for laborers. The National Labor Union, Knights of Labor, and the American Federation of Labor were all organizations that fought for more labor rights. Various strikes were organized to wage what they needed some were deemed as successful as others failed. The Knights of Labor was successful when they won a number of strikes for the eight-hour work day. African American rights were fought for as well by Booker T. Washington. He fought for the economic rights for African Americans and created the Tuskegee Institute which proved blacks with all they needed in order to be economically successful in society. Women's roles throughout the era changed as well. The industrial revolution offered them jobs and the 19th amendment gave them the right to vote. 
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			The temperance reform movement advanced as well. The 18th amendment prohibited the selling and manufacturing of alcohol which lowered accidents at work and improved family lives. Political reform movements also occurred throughout the era as well. Referendum, recall, initiative, and the secret Australian ballot were all methods used to put more power in the people's hands when it came to politics. 


			

		

	
		
			As you can see, this era had a lot of corruption and unfairness. The Gilded Age was anything but gold.

THE END
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