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			The year is 1868, my family and I are migrating from Hessen, Germany to the United States of America. I lost the sanity to keep living the way we did,I had lived in Hessen all of my life, but this atmosphere was changing as the years passed, so we must flee. We salvaged enough money to board a ship headed for New York, which was heard to be the most prominent city in America. 
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My name is Walter, I have a wife named Anni and are children's names are Nicola and Frederick. We lived on a prosperous farm that was brining in plenty of revenue for our family, but then there was a war, my children were hungry, and the government did not seem to care or try to help in any way. The crops that we grew for our income were dying, which was making survival a more difficult struggle each and every day. Frederick tried to help as much as he could, but the constant burden of the work was adding years to his face that frightened him, to see that he was becoming older at such a young age, even if he knew he would have to deal with this when he became older, this still very much frightened him. 
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			When we first arrived to America it felt as if I could finally breathe because for some reason I believed that the life we were going to live here would forever be tremendously better than the life we had once lived. There was people everywhere, many of them I had never seen before in my life. All of the sudden we were pushed into a small barn and asked many questions about are reasoning for coming to America. The children were unaware of what was going to happen next, we were separated into areas to see doctors, I believe they were looking for any illness that we could have brought along for the ride into the country.

Chapter 1: 
Migration and social and cultural changes
( from perspective of Anni ) 
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			My husband  was a man of few words, although he tried to hide it, I knew that the way we were living in Hessen was not ideal for the life we wanted our children to have in our home country. He was a different man in that he wanted to change his life completely when we came to the United States. He did not tell me, but when we moved into the city I understood that he wanted to work in a factory, but the major problem was not my not knowing, but that the native people of America did not except him at first because he knew little English.

Not only was the new job for my husband difficult to get use to, but the awful little places that these people called living spaces we're indescribable. The children were mortified to live in a place with such a putrid odor that could be smelled from streets away. I had to keep reminding them that this life will be so much better than the hunger that they felt living in Hessen.  
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			Although these problems had risen, there were many places that we found that many Germans had created for the people coming into New York. The children were able to find schools were there were the same children of ethnicity and nationality, which helped them to conform to the new life that we were living. On Sunday, my husband was able to find a Roman Catholic Church that truly calmed the nerves I experienced with living in rough conditions unlike our substantially better home in Hessen, but the government, as my husband says is becoming very corrupt and could possibly reinforce a certain religion.

Chapter 2: 
Migration and urban America 
( from the perspective of Walter ) 
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			Working in the factory was a constant struggle, considering that the job did not come easy for the people coming from a new country. When I was hired, I did not understand what a decent amount of money to get was so I just took what they gave me. I was constantly being watched by the people that hired me, I felt as if they were going to give away my work at any second. Then when I come home to my family, I see that they are wedged into the small existence that they were forced into. Although we were barely living, we often found refuge in the Roman Catholic Church, which was truly our home.

Moving to America was defiantly a major change from farming in a field to operating stations in a factory and a lot of stressful situations, which is that my family truly depends on the earnings I bring home so that my wife and children can eat. Honestly, I prefer Hessen over any piece of land here, but times were getting rough and I knew from letters from my brother that It was worth the pain if I could get past the struggle of working until exhaustion and being disliked by the English speaking natives.
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			Overall Business is moving much faster around here than any other place I've ever gotten the chance to see. The greatest challenge is conforming my family into the life of truly poorly living and trying to keep the job that feels confined to the need of the people in the city.
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Chapter 3: 
Technology and the Industrial revolution 
(Walter)
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			I was just resting my eyes, but the short lapse of laziness gave the people that hired me an opportunity to fire me. From there I moved to another factory that would take me, this is when, after many years of leaving in the city that I see this wonderful object that the people are hiring to build. This thing is very different from anything I've ever seen before, people call it a typewriter, which is perfect for the advanced way in which it writes your papers for you.

I then go home to find my daughter with small bumps all over her body. Anni says that it has been going on for a few days, which is why my daughter can not even speak, I fear of her death, but I've never seen an illness of this magnitude. I believe this was caused by the meat that my wife prepared for us. There is no time to place blame on my wife, but only time to pray to the lord that Nicola goes into heaven peacefully. Little did we know that many years after this in 1881, there would be a vaccination for this illness. 
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			After the death of our daughter are faith gained strength in that the rest of our family is alive and we know that Nicola is residing peacefully with the lord. Business was still very much taking off, some of our friends were able to get jobs in a factory that can only be described as mass production of products.
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Chapter 4:
Technology and the rise of industrial capitalism 
(Walter) 
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			I later went back to my previous work place because the business of mass production was a prominent money maker. The owner of this business was moving into a private ownership, which helped the creation of goods and services for profit. It is crazy how other companies are competing for all of the customers.

This time seemed like a major success for our family, but little did we know that the people that were in charge of us, were the ones that took advantage of our hard work and dedication so that they could have all the money they could get. I learned from a friend that our pay rates were cut because of the boss wanting to expand his business into other areas. This is ridiculous how we have to work and never truly get enough money to move on with our lives.
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			The year is 1873, this is when a panic starts to break out among the people, which they use to start strikes about how the pay isn't as good as it was. This was a good time to say that I wasn't a farmer because newspapers were saying that crops were worth less at harvest time than at planting time. Then it was becoming clear what was happening in this new country that we came to so many years ago, we are starting to be put into different places in society. For example, it was the rich, which were the owners of the big businesses, then the average people, like us who were trying to make a decent living by working until exhaustion, and last would have to be the people that do not have a job.

Chapter 5: 
Advances in transportation and its effect on the environment 
(Anni) 
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			Walter has been working so very hard, I believe he is fully emerged in his time at the factories and getting ahead so that Frederick and I can live a full life, but he is truly missing out on the new things that people are putting together and the advantage we have of using it. For example, steam locomotives, which I've heard from newspapers that they are the most powerful means of transport, it's too bad that they're sending out fumes into the air. Frederick and I have also been around on a bike, which is the most fascinating thing.

Considering that the locomotives are not used in the cities because of the tight buildings that would let the fumes easily stay in the air and make people sick. Also the tightness could cause more accidents that the people really don't need to worry about. We most likely use streetcars because this is much easier and more convenient to go to church without having to walk the many streets to get there. At least the railroads were able to help farmers to ship their goods quicker, which helps us live a healthier lifestyle, which is very important because I don't not want my son to fall sick, like my daughter.
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			Walter is also seeing automobiles around town, which is truly amazing how fast these things are. I understand that they are mostly used by the rich because they are truly expensive, a thousand dollars is something that will always be out of reach for my family. Although they were pretty amazing, I read in the newspaper that farmers' livestock is being frightened by how on an unsaved road, the automobile kicks up dirt, so I guess it's not the worst thing that we do not have one.
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Chapter 6: 
Gilded age social issues and debates
(Anni) 
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			Walter is always working in the factory , even my son has a job now that he has become older and wanted more money for the family. I feel as if the only things are allowed to do are cook and clean, which I've loved to do for the greater part of my life, but now that I hear other women talking about voting, the want to be apart of the protest is getting stronger. Walter says that I'm the reason that the home is kept together the way it is, but he is trying to confine myself to his life. Although I could never leave him because our son would suffer the most from this, I believe from the conference I read about in the newspaper that they are creating a declaration of women's rights, which is very intriguing.

I also want to start protesting for women because Walter has developed a need for a large amount of alcohol, which truly scares my body to the core because he becomes a different person when he is constantly drinking that putrid drink. This is when the movement to ban alcohol started and I fully support this protest because Walter is not a terrible man, but when he begins to sip that foul drink, I can not control the actions he commits towards myself and Frederick, who is scared out of his mind because his father has truly changed.
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			People are also starting to talk about the education that our children are receiving and how to make children go to school if their parents do not want them to go, which is truly remarkable because I've seen many children that are stuck at home and get in the way of the busy mothers. This movement was led by someone named Horace Mann, which I've seen a lot of in the newspaper and telegraphs that we receive from time to time.
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http://www.ushistory.org/us/25f.asp
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