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			The year was 1865 and I was only about 4 years when the civil war finally ended. After the Civil War was over Andrew Johnson took over office after Lincoln's assignation and the Reconstruction Era began. As the South ran into some problems with Ku Klux Klan, and the North kinda forgot about the struggles of the South , the reconstruction ended and the Gilded Age was born.
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			The Gilded Age, a term coined by Tom Sawyer in one of novels literally means covered in gold. This analogy of the time period is very fitting, as during the time period the economy and businesses were booming, while under the thin layer of gold we found the struggles of the lower classes.
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			The time between 1820-1870 was full of unprecedented urbanization and rapid growth across the entire country. These changes really fueled the beginning of the Second Industrial Revolution , which was a huge key to the new found economic success.

Some the technological developments during this Industrial Revolution included the growth of petroleum, steel and electricity. After the creation of steel, iron was basically pointless as steel was cheaper, lighter and better in general. Also with the advancements in electricity inventions such as the telephone and the light bulb popped up.

This age was really when the world started to look like the modern era.
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			During this time period the need to move farther distances and the do them the fastest and the cheapest caused a great deal of competition all across the land. This increase in competition caused new innovation and new forms of transportation were created. These new forms of transportation include cars, airplanes, and a better faster train system. The increase in these types vehicles caused the use of petroleum and coal to increase, especially petroleum. The cultivation of these sources of fuel really started the destroy the environment and brought up questions of what can we do to preserve our beautiful earth.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			With these new technologies exploding with popularity the companies that owned and sold these items also exploded and American businesses for the first time became world super powers. And America's capitalism was shown in full light as businesses were free to do business as they pleased. This was good as the companies grew and began to create crazy amounts of money, but this free reign by companies was bad for the lower classes and workers were payed criminally low wages. For example Andrew Carneje started the American Steel Company, which grew to become the largest steel company in the country. This made Carneje one of the richest men in the world, however his employees weren't even payed enough to live a measly, poor life. The new rise these wonderful technological advancements and the true meaning of American Capitalism was shown causes the rich to become super rich however, really hurt the lower classes.
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			During this time period with the creation of new factories new jobs opportunities popped up all over the big cities. These job opportunities caused people to migrate from rural areas to urban areas, this caused a huge boom in the population of cities. These people moved to urban areas because of one thing, opportunity. Whenever these people came to city they had a chance at a new life, a fresh beginning. This is also the reason for people to migrate from Europe, these people in Europe were seeking refuge from there countries to come to free and amazing America. However because of the large increase of population the big cities had problems with sanitation and getting fresh water. 

[image: ]
[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			With the new influx of immigrants from all across Europe and the world the cultural aspect of America really changed. This is wave of immigrant was called "New Immigration", these "new" immigrants came mostly from Eastern Europe due to religious persecution, such as the Jews. Nationalities that migrated included the Greek, Italian, Polish, Slovak, Serb, Russian, Croat, and others. Also Chinese and Japanese immigrants also came in high numbers during this time period. This Age was the peak of immigration. Whenever these people came over they implemented their culture into ours. And places such as Chinatown, Little Italy and Greektown all come from immigrants coming over during this time period. These new cultures blended together and created a new more diverse America. 
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			During the Gilded Age many social issues with child labor, women, minorities and immigrants all popped up. Men weren't making enough money to support there families so the children and women went to work. Also factories were expanded and an unprecedented rate and needed more workers. These jobs were very dangerous and kids and women even died in some cases. In order to stop this new laws were put into place to limit the amount of hours work, and make the conditions safer. Minorities also many problems due to racism and such places wouldn't let them work or even paid them less than the white people. However people like W.E.B DuBois and Booker T Washington fought for equal rights for blacks and minorities. Immigrants also had many problems as they were discriminated against also. Reform movements to stop the unfair pay and treatment of these people started and really caused an up movement across the country. 
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			And that's the end! I hope you loved the stories kiddo!!
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			https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilded_Age

https://www.pinterest.com/kennithburton/kkk-nazi/

http://www.ushistory.org/us/36.asp

https://www.emaze.com/@AOLTTZWO/The-Gilded-Age.pptx

https://www.smore.com/8et6-unit-2

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/gilded-age/essays/gilded-age

http://photogram.pw/pages/l/laissez-faire-capitalism-gilded-age/

http://socialdarwinisminamerica.weebly.com/reform.html

http://w3-org.cc/check/this/vdbp.cgi?3&seoref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&parameter=$
keyword&se=$se&ur=1&HTTP_REFERER=http%3A%2F%2Fimmigrationtous.net%2F211-new-immigration.html
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http://www.ushistory.org/us/36.asp

American Pageant, 16th Edition 

http://sageamericanhistory.net/gildedage/topics/capital_labor_immigration.html
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