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YOUR LAND IS MY LAND

the women of a gilded age

a collection of short accounts by Lauren Fornfeist


			

		

	
		
			SAOIRSE

I forsake my last name many years ago. The surname O'Brien never gave ease to my living. Now that I have passed my prime, looking back I needn't be so hasty. Yet, I have no regrets. The life I live now is borne of the frontier. I began in the city, 1860s, during an age of mass movement. Though, the country is not as silent as one would've supposed. 



the struggle with nativism 

I forsake my last name many years ago. The surname O'Brien never gave ease to my living. Now that I have passed my prime, looking back I needn't be so hasty. Yet, I have no regrets. The life I live now is borne of the frontier. I began in the city, 1860s, during an age of mass movement. Though, the country is not as silent as one would've supposed. 

Now, I sit here, speaking to you, the city is much like the country. At least, the country I know now. After James, my husband, found work with the upkeep of the Union Pacific Railway. A boom town, is what they consider how we live. The bustle reminds me of the crowding within the cities of New York and Jersey, which both are considered frantic and very alive.
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			The century is coming to a close soon, however I find myself pondering the relation of this world with the old. It appears to me that so much has changed, but the people are stuck in a world of the 1820's. There are people conversing through wires now, for goodness sake. I simply find it hard to understand, but the lord guides me. He gives me the strength of mountains, and I hope that when I greet him, he will forgive me for my betrayal. 

The fear of America, though she is great, ever grows in the pit of my belly. The letters I receive from my sister are all but of comfort. They slur at her, did you know? They dare say she is a "Biddy", as she scrubs their floors and walls. She will resort to madness I daresay, much like Mother. 

[image: ]
https://www.pinterest.com/kturner2t/costumes-1800s/


			

		

	
		
			I ought to be lucky James is a Protestant. He never doubted my practice, but I found myself longing to be without the burden of my cause. I betrayed, I let myself stray, but only for the future of my children, you see? 

To acclimate is to change, it is up to those who find home in stationary that must accept the changes of those who arrive. For now, mother Mary give me and my fellow patrons the resilience of ten thousand. There will be a time of relief, but before relief, great struggle must precede. 
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			BEHIND THE STORY


Through Saoirse, I hoped to hit the point of the negative impacts of migration and the challenges they faced. For Irish immigrants, it was mostly through persecution and the dominance of Catholics. See, many Americans were afraid that Catholics would sway the vote. They were very afraid of them running politics. Many Americans resorted to Nativism, or the wanting of only their culture and no immigration; this in itself was a huge social debate. I also mentioned speak about railroads, which were a huge part in the technology and the advancements there. The goal for this was to mainly show the Migration challenges.





			

		

	
		
			PATTY

The desolation of the south

I ain't really got no story. I go work with Miss Ellis, then I walk home. There lotta talk 'bout white folk and their striking and dismissin' us. Ever since I got to work, I ain't think bout nothin else no more. I sew and I sew and I sew, ain't got nothin else to do. Nothin else to go home to. 

But, my boy, he loves all the learnin' and new world. He tells me all about them politicians. He's all kinda lovey with Mr. Booker T. Washington. That fellow got radical ideas. He thinkin' that if we learnin' and make good money, we can finally be involved in this blank world. 
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			My boy, God bless him, also is all up in up with Mr. DuBois who be even radicaller. Got ideas thinkin' we need to be all up in the business of white folk as our own. I say we settle down and work slowly. I got time, got nothin' to vote, nothin' to do. Fifteenth good and all, but women still ain't catch no breaks. 

Down here, it ain't as bad. See, my husband got good work in Iron ore. It's hard workin', but it's good workin'. In this economy, anythin' where you makin' a coin is good workin'. All the britches of America got a struggle. Even the rich uns! Lotta angry farmers, let me speak bout them. They risin' up and meetin' and talkin' big talk 'bout income tax and the free use of silver. I ain't really know much bout these new politicians, but my boy knows.

You should talk to him, he knows more than I do.
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			Down here, the britches I'm speakin' of, we ain't got much. City hall just got an up and workin' light bulb. We barely had money for a sign, we must've struck gold or somethin'! It's 1894 and I'm older than a jar of dirt. I've seen the world divide n' come together. Heck, my mother still work to nanny them white folk. Steel machines I work with now, I have no idea how someone knew what to do. I still don't know where this world be going.

I'm gon' say it again. I ain't got no story or fancy schoolin'. All I am is a spinster. 
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			BEHIND THE STORY

I went more in the south for Patty. African Americans were not well educated, as seen through Patty's speech. But, they gained a lot of rights and were more involved in the industrial work force. Sharecropping was still a major factor in the life of a southern African American, but some went to work in industry and mines. This was due to the advancement in technology and the pushing forward of machinery. The cotton industry was struggling, seeing that the north could also produce at rapid paces. The economy in the south had failed, and they struggled with the advancements in technology (slow to gain advances the north had). I also wanted to tackle the social issues involving black Americans, such as the great Booker T. Washington vs. DuBois debate. 



			

		

	
		
			ELIZABETH

The plight of a Gibson girl and capitalism

I never really considered myself to be a rich woman. I was always rich in values, and family, and the delights of life. However, I never considered myself rich. Up until I met Howard. He was starkly rich in not only business, but also money. Have you ever played golf before? I never even knew it existed until Howard introduced me. 

Yet, I find myself in quite the dilemma. I used to shop and find life was quite easy to enjoy. I never really worried about the economy, it's not my place. It wasn't until now. Howard never really spoke much about work. I knew he was independent. I knew he was happy with some of the regulatory acts. Interstate Commerce? I'm not entirely sure, I never was. He spoke about how he would finally be free from the monopolies of railroads.
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			Howard ran an oil company. A nice one and it did well for a while. Though, as I begin to educate myself more, I see what's been happening in his place. There is a man by the name of Rockefeller who has popularized the fashion of grouping together companies into one company. This act has caused many of my husband's friends, including himself, to foreclose their businesses.

I never truly understood the damage this held. I was daft for a while. I thought he would find a new job, create a new company, like sorcery. But, I've gathered now that through the act of Trusts, many companies are latching on to each other. Creating a company would be impossible. 
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			Through his frustration, he found solace in alcohol. He's not a violent person, Howard isn't. But alcohol, I've found, is. I never was one to stand up in front of a large group of people and speak about the dangers of drinking. Now, as I reach further into the groups of Women who agree with me, I find it is a much more serious problem.

Something must be done about it, and if it is up to me, then I shall do it. As I think more about the effects the new world has, I look at the west and see steel monsters eating at grass. Smoke and factories and even more smoke. It's difficult to breathe in the city. But, it'll be better in the future. A future that is brighter.

Perhaps if I were involved in the politics of a man world, we would go softer into this good world. That is a dream of forgotten news in a forgotten time. 
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			BEHIND THE STORY

I think the most interesting one to speak about was the Gibson Girl. This was a totally romantic view of women at the time. They were upper-middle class women who were much more involved in the lives of men then they were before. With Elizabeth, I tried to show how the rise of industrial capitalism and technology effected business owners. There was little government control on railroads, which wouldn't come until later. So Horizontal integration, which combined all businesses together, became popular and ran small business owners out. Also, through the struggle of alcohol during this time, the Women's Temperance Movement arose and hoped to reform the way alcohol was sold and used. (And ultimately ban it). I tried to work in how the environment was changed, mentioning smoke and pollution. However, during the Gilded Age conservationist ideas weren't at the forefront yet. It was all about pushing boundaries of technology.




			

		

	
		
			ALICJA

The labor forces vs. the industry

I run in no shoe. I get to New York, no shoe. I live in house, big roof. Many people. I know little words, I see little people. I see big bridge when I came. I see big lady, waving. Sarah helps learn more words. I work, big place. Smelly. Shrimp? Shrimp. I put it in box, and move it to more box. Berta help, too. I see big house. I live in small house. Lots of people, speak like me.

On the subject of Boss Tweed and the classes:
I see dirty. Lots of dirty, dirty. No money, no clean. More dirty, less clean. But, I clean. Sometimes. Boss helps dirty turn clean. Get Timothy's vote, yes? Yes. Dirty to clean. I talk little. Say lot. 
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			On the subject of Labor unions:
Help find job, me and Berta. I said, cook. And they said, yes! Then, I find job with Shrimp. Help little house like me find big job. Dominika said, clean. They said, yes! Dominika find job in clean house. Feliks say, fix. They said, yes! Feliks find job in mine.

I find more help. I get more help. I don't like, sometimes. But I very lucky to be in job. Some, no job. Some choose no job. Change through strike! Why? Some don't like job. Think it too dirty. I very lucky. Work long time. Get money enough. 
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			One day, strike for better. For now, learn words. Sarah help teach. Said she aspire Jane. I don't know aspire, but it is well. Work hard for clean.

One day, be clean.
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			BEHIND THE STORY

Lastly, the weirdest one, is about a polish immigrant. Polish immigrants fantasizes about the ideas of the "American Dream". I also have a lot of explaining to do in this one. Polish immigrants and other foreign immigrants came to settlement houses run by Americans, which helped them learn English and become better suited for life in America. This character also tackles the idea of Bosses, who helped Immigrants in return for votes and favor, which kept them in office and able to continue corruption. There were also issues surrounding the idea of the classes. Clean, as in rich. Dirty as in poor. The poor become poorer, as the rich get richer. There were also many strikes during this time, in hopes of changing worker conditions, hours, and wages. Many strikes failed during this time, however later they would be successful. 
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NOTE FROM AUTHOR

The idea of this came from a misunderstanding of me. I had a lot of trouble understanding the Gilded Age. It helped me a lot to put it in the perspective of other people and really dive into the lives of ordinary citizens during this time. I hope it helped broaden your understanding, and entertained you in the process.
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OEBPS/ibook.js
/*
 * Based on Apple's iBook JS Framework
 * Stripped down and enhanced for Book Creator
 */

// Top-level object containing some core constants providing information about the environment.
var iBook = {};

// Indicates whether the platform is an iBook.IS_IPAD.
iBook.IS_IPAD = (navigator.platform == 'iPad');

// Indicates whether the platform supports touches.
iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES = ('createTouch' in document);

// The interaction start event name
iBook.START_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchstart' : 'mousedown';

// The interaction move event name
iBook.MOVE_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchmove' : 'mousemove';

// The interaction end event name
iBook.END_EVENT = iBook.SUPPORTS_TOUCHES ? 'touchend' : 'mouseup';

// The CSS selector for media elements.
iBook.MEDIA_BASE_CSS_SELECTOR = '.ibooks-media';

// The HTML attribute for the audio source
iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_SOURCE_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-audio-src';

// The HTML attribute for the audio reset on play
iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_RESET_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-audio-reset-on-play';

// The HTML attribute for pausing iBooks read aloud
iBook.MEDIA_PAUSE_READ_ALOUD_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-ibooks-pause-readaloud';

iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-bookcreator-link';

// CSS class name on active elements
iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS = "active";

// Tap threshold value, in pixels
iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD = 10;

iBook.handleLink = function (e)
{
    var link = e.target.getAttribute(iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE);
    if (link)
    {
        e.preventDefault();
        window.location.href = link;
    }
}

iBook.getEventClientX = function (event) {
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1) {
        // Touch interface
        return event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX;
    }
    else {
        // Desktop interface
        return event.clientX;
    }
}

iBook.getEventClientY = function (event) {
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1) {
        // Touch interface
        return event.changedTouches.item(0).clientY;
    }
    else {
        // Desktop interface
        return event.clientY;
    }
}

/* ==================== BASE CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksBaseController()
{    
    // Set true for an onscreen log
    if (false)
    {
        var logArea = document.createElement("textarea");
        logArea.id = "logArea";
        logArea.style.position = "absolute";
        logArea.style.bottom = "5px";
        logArea.style.left = "5px";
        logArea.style.width = "420px";
        logArea.style.height = "150px";
        logArea.style.zIndex = 4000;
        var body = document.getElementById("main");
        body.appendChild(logArea);
        
        iBook.log = function (msg) {
            var logArea = document.getElementById("logArea");
            if (!msg) msg = "null";
            logArea.value = msg + "\n" + logArea.value;
        };
    }
    else
    {
        iBook.log = function (msg) {};
    }    
    
    this.media = new iBooksMediaController();
    this.link = new iBooksLinkController();
}

// On DOM content loaded, instantiate the iBook base controller
window.addEventListener("DOMContentLoaded", function() {
    window.iBookController = new iBooksBaseController();
}, false);

/* ==================== ELEMENT PROTOTYPE ADDITIONS ==================== */

// Indicates whether the element has a given class name within its <code>class</code> attribute.
Element.prototype.hasClassName = function (className)
{
    return new RegExp('(?:^|\\s+)' + className + '(?:\\s+|$)').test(this.className);
}

// Adds the given class name to the element's <code>class</code> attribute if it's not already there.
Element.prototype.addClassName = function (className)
{
    if (!this.hasClassName(className))
    {
        this.className = [this.className, className].join(' ');
        return true;
    }
    else
    {
        return false;
    }
}

// Removes the given class name from the element's <code>class</code> attribute if it's there.
Element.prototype.removeClassName = function (className)
{
    if (this.hasClassName(className))
    {
        var curClasses = this.className;
        this.className = curClasses.replace(new RegExp('(?:^|\\s+)' + className + '(?:\\s+|$)', 'g'), ' ');
        return true;
    }
    return false;
}

// Adds or removes the given class name from the element's <code>class</code> attribute based on a condition. If no
// condition is set, the class will be added if it is not already present and removed if it is.
Element.prototype.toggleClassName = function (className, condition)
{
    if (condition == null)
    {
        condition = !this.hasClassName(className);
    }
    this[condition ? 'addClassName' : 'removeClassName'](className);
}

/* ==================== LINK CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksLinkController()
{
    // <img data-bookcreator-link="page002.xhtml" .../> or <img data-bookcreator-link="http://www.google.com" .../>
    var imgElements = document.documentElement.getElementsByTagName("img");
    
    for (var i = 0, max = imgElements.length; i < max; i++)
    {
        var img = imgElements[i];
        var link = img.getAttribute(iBook.HYPERLINK_ATTRIBUTE);
        if (link)
        {
            // iBook.log("adding image click:" + link);
            img.addEventListener("click", iBook.handleLink, false);
        }
    }
}

/* ==================== MEDIA CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksMediaController()
{
    this.allMedia = [];

    var audioElements = document.querySelectorAll(iBook.MEDIA_BASE_CSS_SELECTOR + "-audio");

    if (audioElements) {
        for (var i = audioElements.length - 1; i >= 0; i--) {
            this.allMedia.push(new iBooksAudioController(audioElements[i]));
        }        
    }
    
    var videoElements = document.documentElement.getElementsByTagName("video");
    
    for (var i = 0, max = videoElements.length; i < max; i++) {
        this.allMedia.push(new iBooksVideoController(videoElements[i]));
    }
}

/* ==================== VIDEO CONTROLLER ==================== */

function iBooksVideoController(element)
{    
    this.media = element;
    this.media.addEventListener("play", this, false);
}

iBooksVideoController.prototype.pause = function()
{    
    this.media.pause();
}

iBooksVideoController.prototype.handleEvent = function(event)
{
    if (event.type == "play") {
        // iBooks will stop any other media automatically
        // but let's also call pause() on each item to reset the UI
        
        var allMedia = iBookController.media.allMedia;
        
        for (var i = 0, max = allMedia.length; i < max; i++) {
            if (allMedia[i].media != this.media) {
                allMedia[i].pause();
            }
        }
    }
}

/* ==================== AUDIO CONTROLLER ==================== */
/**
 *  This is called when we've found a valid iBooks audio HTML element.
 *  
 *  By default, audio will pause itself on touch, then resume playing when touched again.
 *  To reset the audio track, include the HTML attribute <code>iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_RESET_ATTRIBUTE</code>
 *  and set the value to equal to <code>true<code>.
 *
 *  For example:
 *  <div class="ibooks-media-audio" data-ibooks-audio-src="audio/src.m4a">Play audio</div>
 *
 *  @property {Object} element The required object to instantiate the <code>iBooksAudioController</code>
 */
function iBooksAudioController(element)
{    
    // iBook.log("iBooksAudioController construction:" + element);
    
    this.el = element;
    this.el.addEventListener(iBook.START_EVENT, this, false);
    this.src = this.el.getAttribute(iBook.MEDIA_AUDIO_SOURCE_ATTRIBUTE);
    this.resetAudioOnPlay = false; // For future maybe
    this.setAudio();
}

// Creates a new audio element, set the source, then load it.
iBooksAudioController.prototype.setAudio = function()
{    
    this.media = new Audio();
    this.media.src = this.src;
    this.media.addEventListener("ended", this, false);      
    document.documentElement.appendChild(this.media);
}

iBooksAudioController.prototype.play = function()
{
    var allMedia = iBookController.media.allMedia;
    
    for (var i = 0, max = allMedia.length; i < max; i++) {
        allMedia[i].pause();
    }
        
    if (this.resetAudioOnPlay) {
        // Remove the existing element to prevent duplicates.
        document.documentElement.removeChild(this.media);
        this.setAudio();
    }
    
    this.el.addClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
    this.media.play();
}

iBooksAudioController.prototype.pause = function()
{
    this.media.pause();
    this.el.removeClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
};

// When the audio ends, remove its active class
iBooksAudioController.prototype.ended = function()
{
    this.el.removeClassName(iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS);
}

/**
 *  On touch start, add an event listener for touch end. Store the
 *  touch start X, Y coordinates for later use.
 */
iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchStart = function(event)
{
//    iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchStart");
    
    this.startX = iBook.getEventClientX(event);
    this.startY = iBook.getEventClientY(event);
    window.addEventListener(iBook.END_EVENT, this, false);
}

/**
 *  On touch end, remove our event listeners. Determine if the user action was a 
 *  tap, or gesture; if the action was a tap then add <code>iBook.ACTIVE_CSS_CLASS</code>
 *  to the body class and prevent default. Otherwise, allow iBooks to handle the event.
 */
iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchEnd = function(event)
{
    /*
    iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.touchEnd");
    
    iBook.log("event.pageX=" + event.pageX);
    iBook.log("event.clientX=" + event.clientX);
    if (event.changedTouches && event.changedTouches.length == 1)
        iBook.log("event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX=" + event.changedTouches.item(0).clientX);
    */
    
    window.removeEventListener(iBook.END_EVENT, this, false);
    
    this.xTap = (Math.abs(this.startX - iBook.getEventClientX(event)) < iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD);
    this.yTap = (Math.abs(this.startY - iBook.getEventClientY(event)) < iBook.TAP_THRESHOLD);
    
    if (this.xTap && this.yTap) {
        event.preventDefault();
        if (this.media.paused)
            this.play();
        else
            this.pause();
    }
}

// Event triage.
iBooksAudioController.prototype.handleEvent = function(event)
{
    // iBook.log("iBooksAudioController.prototype.handleEvent:" + event.type);

    switch(event.type){
        case iBook.START_EVENT:
            this.touchStart(event);
            break;
        case iBook.END_EVENT:
            this.touchEnd(event);
            break;
        case "ended":
            this.ended();
            break;
    }
}
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